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” CCS 


DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


The Inventions of Men 


The Worſhip of GOD: 


The INTRODUTION. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour has taught 
us. That there are ſome Ways 
of Worſhiping God, which have 


fo greata Mixture of Humane In- 
vention in them, that they are Vain and Un- 
acceptable to Him, Mark vii. 7. In vain 
(faith He) do they Worſhip me, teaching {s 
Dottrines the Commandments of Men. Thi 
—_ every Man who has a concern for 
his Soul, to examine carefully the Worſhip | 
he offers to God, whether it be ſuch as God 
has inſtiruted ; leſt his Service ſhould be re- 
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jeted with that Cenſure in the Prophet, 
Who has required this at your hands ? But more 
eſp<cially git concerns the Paſtors of the 
Church, who have the Direction of the 
Publick Worſhip of God, to be careful in 
Examining this Matter, that they may be 
able to ſatisfie their own Conſciences,as well 
as the People's committed to their Charge, 
concerning the Purity of the Worſhip which 
they practiſe Themſelves, and recommend 
to others. 

II. It has pleaſed God, in his Providence, 
to make me an Overſeer over ſome part of 
his Flock in this Kingdom; and I look upon 
it to be my Duty, touſe my Endeavours to 
Inftruſt Thoſe that are committed to my 
Charge, in the Worſhip of God, according 
tothe Rules he has preſcribed ; and to Warn 
ſuch as I conceive to ſwerve from them, 
of their Miſtakes. I hope it will be of Uſe 
and Satisfation to Thoſe that joyn with Me 
inthe Publick Worſhip of God, to find, on 
Examination, That what they there practiſe, 
is — to God's Inſtitution. And as to 
thoſe that think otherwiſe, I perſwade my 
ſelf, that an Admonition in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs can give them no juſt Offence, 
but rather be AU ſe to them alſe ,by obliging 
them to Examine, and Reviſe their Ways, 
that they may corre& their es”. 
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" The Introduftion. " | 
if, from what Toffer, they ſhall ſee Reaſon 


for it. 

TIE. In order to help thoſe concerned to 
make a trueand impartial Judgment in theſe 
Matters, I deſire them to conlider. 

1/t, That it belongs only toGod, to give Rules 
bow He wil! be Worſbipped. This, 1 ſuppoſe, 
will be granted by all,fince it ſeems to be a 
Truth naturally implanted in the Minds of 
Men, and univerſally acknowledged in all 
Times. 

24ly, I take it for a Trathagreed to by the 
generality of Proteſtants, That the Holy Scrip- 
tures contain the Revelations of God's Will, con= 
_ bis Worſhip. ; 

24ly, From theſe Two,we may reaſonably 
inferr, That it concerns usto keepas cloſe as 
we cafi to thoſe Diretions which God has 
been pleas'd to afford us in his Word, with- 
out Adding ro, Omitting, or Alteringany 
thing that He has there laid down. For, 
ſince God has vouchſated us a certain Di- 
reion for” his Worſhip in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, it is to be ſuppoſed, that all Ways of 
Worſhip are difpleaſing to Him, that are 
notexpreſly contained or warranted by Ex- 
amples of Holy Men mentioned therein. 

4thly, We muſt obſerve, That the Wor- 
ſhip of God is either Inward or Outward. 
The Inward Worſhip of God,conſfifts in = 
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Inward Homage and Subjeftion of our 
Minds to him. The Outward, conſifts of 
fuch acts and Dutics as ſerve to expreſs this 
Inward Subjedtion of our Souls ; or that 
promote, encreaſe, or contribute towardsit, 
Thus, for Inftance, Vocal Prayer is a Part 
of Outward Worſhip ; becauſe it expreſſs 
the Inward Dependance of our Souls on 
God. "Thus, Reading the Word of God, 
is a Part of the fame ; becauſe therein we 
acknowledge our Subjetion to Him, and 
to his Laws, and uſe it as a Means to Pro- 
mote and encreaſe this Subjettion. Thus, 
Celebration of the Sacraments, is a Part 
of the ſame Worſhip ; becauſe in chem we 
not only expreſs our Dependance on God 
tor his Grece, but likewiſe oblige and bind 
our ſelves to ſerve Him. And the fame 
holds in all Outward Acts of Worſhip. 
ethly, We muſt remember, That 'is it 
theſe Outward Ads that we are more imme 
diately concerned as Publick Worſhippers 
for we cannot know the Inward Worſhi 
which Men pay to Godin their Minds, but 
as it appears to us by theſe Outward Ads 
-And generally, when we ſpeak of the Pub 
lick Worſhip of God, we mean this Out 
ward ; and concerning it, are the gre: 
Diſpuces and Differences among us ; all « 
as being agreed as to the Inward, and < 
Wizat tort chat ought to be. IV. Hz 
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IV. Having premiſed theſe few things, 
which,I hope, will be'granted by all ; I ſhall 
proceed diretly to my propoſed under- 
taking ; and ſhall, with the greateſt Fair- 
neſs and Impartiality I can, Examine and 
Compare the Worſhip of God, which is di- 
rected and warranted by Scripture, as wgll 
with that whichis preſcrib'd and pradtis'd by 
our Church, as with that which is practis'd 
by ſuch as differ from us. , 

V. Now. If we conſider the Ordinary Ser- 
vice of God, as preſcrib'd and prattis'd in 
Scripture, we ſhall find-the main Subſtan- 
tial Parts of it to be theſe Five : Viz. © 

? 

Praiſes, 

Prayers, 

Hearing, 

Bodily Worſhip : And, 

Celebration of the Holy Sacrament of the Body 

and Blood of Chriſt. 


The Method I ſhall take in Difcourſing of 
each of rheſe, ſhall be, 

Firſt, To ſhew what the Holy Scriptures 
dire&t concerning them particularly, 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Practice of 
our Church,with relation tothoſe Dire&ions 
and Examples. And, 

Thirdly, The Practice of Proteſtant Dif- 


ſenters, 
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CHAP. L 


Of PRAISES, 


S800 L 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


concerning them. 


L.FcIrft then, as to the Praiſes of God, 
The Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Teſtaments require the Uſe of the 
Pſalms, in offering up Praiſes to God. We 
find in the Old Teſtament, 2 Chron. 29.30. 
Hez.ekiah the King, and the Princes, commanded 
The Levites to fing Praiſes to the Lord with the 
words of Dawid, end of Aſaph ; and they ſang 
with gladneſs, This Command of Hezekiab 
proceeded from God, and was approved by 
him. . The ſame way of Praiſing God con- 
tinued in the Jewiſh Church ill our Saviour's 
time : And after that, we have yet a more 
poſitive Command for the Uſe of them by 
the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 5. 19. Speaking to your 
fehves in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual 
Songs, And Col. 3. 16. Let thewords LE 
awell in you richly, in all wiſdom, teaching and 
admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual Songs ; ſinging, and IS 
; | | vays 
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hody, with grace in your bearts, to tbe Lord, 1 
think there is no room to doubt, bur by the 
Pſalms, &c. in theſe places, is meant the 
Book of Pſalms, which the Holy Ghoſt has 
left for this purpoſe to the Church. 

II. Though the Scriptures recommend 
to us Singing of Pſalms, yet in ſome Caſes 
they allow us to Saythem. I will not inſiſt 
on thoſe places of Scripture that ſeem to 
require us to do fo, ſuch as Pſal. 118. 2. Let 
Iſrael now ſay, that his mercy endureth for ever: 
ket the Fouſe of Aaron now lay, and let them 
that fear the Lordnow ſay,&c.) becauſe theſe 
Expreſſions being Poetical, may be ſo inter- 
preted, as to mean Simging ; though there 
is no Neceflicy of reſtraning the general 
Command of Saying or Speaking the Praiſes 
of God to Singing only. We find in Scrip- 
ture ſeveral ſacred Hymns ; particularly of 
Hamab, the Bleſſed Virgin, Zacharias, and 
Simeon,and the Saints in Heaven, Revel.7.12. 
& 11. 17. which are faid to have been Said 
by them reſpe&tively ; and the Circum- 
ſtances in the Story donot make it probable 
that ou were ſung.From all which we may 
reaſonably inferr, That where Pedple can 
ſing, they are obligedto do it, in Obedience 
to God's Command: But where,throughany 
Defect of Nature or Art, they cannot Smg 
Decently, they myo diſpenſed with S$j- 
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Of Praiſes, Chap. 1: 
ing. Only People ought not by this Indul- 
gence to be encouraged to negle& Singing 
altogether ; or to think that God doth not 
require it of them, when by alittle Painsor 
Induſtry they may attain to the Art of de- 
cently:performing ir in his Service. 

HI. *Tis certain, the Word of God re- 
commendeth to us Pſalms and Hymns in 
Proſe, for our Praifing God. If we look 
Into the Songs of the Bleſſed Virgin, of Za- 
ebarias, or Simeon, we ſhall find them all in 
Proſe ; and ſuchare the Songs of the Bleſſed, 
which-they are repreſented Singing, in the 
/ Revelatizms, particularly Chap. 5. 9. & 1 5. % 

As to the Hebrew Pfalms, 'tis evident, that 
they are Poetical ; but the Poetry of them 
conſiſts rather in the Style and Manner of 
Expreſſion, than in any certain Mealures or 
Verſes; which thoſe that haveſearched moſt 
narrowly into them, have yet been able to 
diſcover, ſo: as to fatisfie an indifferent 
Reader. - But. whatever Poetry there- may 
be in chem, we cannot find, by any of the 
ancient Tranſlations which were made uſe 
of by the Church, in our Saviout's, or his 
—_ time, or in the Ages immediately 
following, that they or the firſt Chriftians 
did ſing any thing in Verſe ; but weareſure 
that they Gon Hymns in Proſe : So that we 
have ng certain Scriptural Warrant for = 
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SeQ. tr. How warranted by Scripture. ©g 
Uſe of Verſe or Metre in the Praiſes of God. 

Perhaps ſome may fanſie that Verſe or 
Meaſure was not in uſe in thoſe Countries; 
and that therefore they ſung their Songs in 
Proſe ; but this is a Miſtake ; Poetry and 
Verſes were then in thoſe places where the 
Pſalms were tranſlated,in great requeſt; and 
at the higheſt perfetion, when the New 
Teſtament was penned, and yet wehave no 
Example therein of their Uſe in the Praiſes 
of God. 

And itis very manifeſt that this proceeded 
from Choice not Necefficy : For if the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt had thought Verſe neceflary for 
Divine Pſalms, we may preſume he would 
have inſpired ſome of the Holy Men in 
Scripture, when Extraordinary Gifts were 
fo common, either to tranſlate the Pſalms 
of the Old Teſtament into Verſe, or elfe to 
Compoſe ſome of the other Hymns that are 
recorded in the New, afrerthat way : But 
neither of theſe having been: done; 'tis at 
teaſt a preſumption that we niay praiſe God 
as acceptably in Proſe as in Verſe. 

- Andthereis one thing fuftther to be conſi- 
dered, That the Prophets of the Heathen, 
who pretended to be inſpired, generally 
wrote their Prophecies and their Hymns to 
their Gods, in Verſe: We know nor butthis 
may be one Reaſon why the Holy Ghoſt 
chought 
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thought fit thatſuchas were inſpired by Hir 
ſhould decline that way of Recording their 
Propheſies or Praiſes. 
IV. As the Scriptures preſcribe us the Uk 
of Pſalms in the Praiſes of God, fo they enW 
courage us to offer thoſe Praiſes by way off 
Reſponſes,or Anſwering : For this,we have the 
bell Examples that can be deſired, even the 
bleſſed Angels and glorified Saints : So 1 
6. 2. And one cried unto another, Holy, Hoh 
Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, And the Church 
triumphant through the whole Revelation is 
(Ithink)conſtantly repreſented praiſing God 
afterchis manner. So Chap. 7. 9. where The 
AMultitude, that repreſent the People cried ou 
with aloud voice (verl. 10.) Salvation to our 
God, which ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb. And then, The Angels and Elders, 
who repreſent the Clergy, perform their 
Part, werſ. 12. ſaying, Amen ; Bleſſing, and 
Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving and Ho- 
nour, and Power, and Might. be unto our God. 
They arerepreſented thc me way an{we- 
ring one another, Chap. 19. 1. I heard agreat 
voice of much People in Heaven, ſaying Allelu- 
jab; this they repeat (wer/.3.) then the Twer 
: ty four Elders (repreſenting, as before, the 
Clergy) anſwer (wer/. 4.) Amen. Allelujab. 
Then (werſ. 5.) a Voice came out of the Throne 
ſaying, Praiſe our God, Upon which (up 
6 


= - _ > 4 2 
- _ 
x AFG wats et OE oh . _———— —_—_—_ 
” — _ g — - « - — - hs — 
5 wg 2 _ 12 = 
A _ - _ — 
P* _ "200 < 
" » ; _ T, pay N =_ "_ ; 
- 
— — = _ - 


wo» 
— 
. 


"_ —_— 
Sa3 Sz - 3 -—- - i _ 
= - -- 2 _- 
_ p_ —_— 


Cw 


1. 
% 


: 
411 
4 
T5 
vi 


Sed. x. Flow warranted by Scripture. 11 


6) the Peoplereſumetheir part,and anſwer, 
elujah : for the Lord Ommipotent Reigns. 1 
ake no queſtion but this is taken by Alluſi- 
Gn from the manner of the Church's Prai- 
ing God on Earth ; and chereis nothing in 
We but what is agreeable to St.' Pauls Com- 
ind of Teaching and Admoniſhing one ano- 
ber in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; 
rHjch ſuppoſes every one to have ſhare in 
hem, either by turns, or by beariis 2 part. 
It is obſervable; that the Pſalms contain 
any excellent Inſtructions and Exhortati- 
bns,as well as Praiſes and Prayers,and there- 
ore St. Paul recommends them to Chriſti- 
sfor their mutual Inſtruction and Admoni- 
ion. It was common therefore for oneto 
and the reſt tohearken to their Inltru- 
tion and Edification, as appears 1 Cor. 14.31. 
or ye may all propheſie one by one, that all may 
arn and be oy ny. : Propheſying here (as 
2 We may find from the 26th. verſe of this 
' TW bapter) includes Pſalms as well as Doftrimes 
ongues, Revelations and Interpretations ; and 
epraiſing God one by one, or by turns, a- 
nounts to praiſing Himby way of Reſpon- 
s or Anſwering ; and tho* theſe Prophets 
ere inſpired, yet it is plain they acted in 
his according to the ſettled Order of the 
urch, Verſ.32. As in all the Churches of the 
aints;; and thele inſpired Prophets thus = 
ms 


OO SB 


AQ IS © Oo 


| 

4 

Ls þ 
Ba. 

y 

ld 

ow 

* - 
. 
Y io 

: 
4 
. 
6 
EY 
uf 
f 
£5 
F 


*s. 7 
4 
il, | 
: l 4 | . 
T ;£ 
: 
' 


{ 


© of Praiſes, Chap. 


ſing God one by one, is an unqueſtionabl 
Precedent that God approves this way i 
his Praiſes. 
This way ofpraiſing God by Anſwering 
one another, is the moſt Ancient we find y 
Scripture. For thus Miriam praiſed Got 
Exod. 15.21. And Miriam anſwered then 
Sing ye to the Lord, for He bath Triumph 

lriouſly, &c. And the laſt Song recorded i 
Eorinre is of the ſame fort, Rev. 19. as 


before-mentioned. 


I reckon the Songs with which the We 
men of Iſrael received Saul, x Sam. 18.7. tt 
be Religious, and there it is expreſly fail 
That they anſwered one another : And Chay 
21. 11. Didthey nt fing one to another ? & 
Bur whether theſe Songs were Religious at 
no; it is certain that the Frame and Compe 
ſition of ſome Pfalms are ſuch, as plai 
diſcover that they were defigned co be ſung 
in parts and as much is owned by the bel 
Commentators : Such arethe 24, and 11! 
Pſalms. | | 

It is to be obſerved that the Law of Moſs 
neither preſcribes Pſalms in the praiſes « 
God, nor Singers, nor the way of Singing 
Theſe ail thercforeare parts of Natural Rel 
gion,and indeed ancienter than the Law, 
appearsby Exod. 15. What thereforewe find 
in the Old Teſtament concerning theſe, i 
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S cicher from the immediate Preſcriptions and 
Revelations of God by his Propnets,or from 
the Diates of Nature, and not any part of 
the Ceremonial Law. And tis obvious that 
Natural neceflity will teach any conſidering 
Man this way of alternate ſinging or an- 
{wering in parts; for if the Songs be long, 
as ſome of the Plalms are, no one Man's 
Voicecan hold out to the end. 

V. The HolyScripcures recommend to us 
the uſe of Inſtruments inthe praiſes of God z 
the Plalmiſt frequently uſes and recom- 
mends them, and the whole Book of Palms 
isconcluded with this Advice, P{z!m.1 5 o.ver. 
3-Praiſe bimwith Timbrel, praiſe him withſtring- 
ed Inſtruments and Organs, &c. Thus Religi- 
ous Perſons were taught to praiſe God before 
the Law. Ex. 15. 20. And Miriam the Pro- 
pbeteſs the ſiſter of Aaron, took a Timbrel in ber 
band, and all the Women went after with the 
Timbrel, &c. And thus the Bleſſed in Hea- 
ven are repreſented praiſing God, Rev. 5. 8. 
and 14. 2. The Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment recommend to us the Pſalms which 
were the Hymns of the Jewiſh Church,and 
command us to ſing them, and 'tis obſerva- 
ble that the word we render Sing, Jam.5.13. 
originally implies ſinging with an Inſtrument. 
Now Iau. had 4 evade: the Jewiſh 
way ot ſinging them, which was. with In- 

ſtruments 


14 Of Praiſes, Gc. Chap.l 
ftruments, they would not haveuſed a wor 
that imported it ; nay itis not to be doubted 
but they would haveccautioned us againſt j 
but the uſe of Inſtruments (as I have ſhewed 
before in the caſe of Miriam) being nopan 
of the Ceremonial Law, but antecedent to 
it, ought not to ceaſe without ſome Com 
mand or Precept condemning it. 

VL. Laſtly, The Scripture requires that 
we underſtand the Praiſes we ſing to God; 
andthis warrants our "Tranſlating them into 
the Vulgar Tongue : it is a duty therefore 
incumbentonthe Governors of the Church, 
__ the P/almsto be tranſlated for the 

e of the People under their Charge, and 
they may exſpect the Aſſiſtance of Gods Spi- 
rit when they attempt it, in Obedience to 
his Command. Bur if through Humane 
Frailty,any miſtake, not contrary to Faith, 
ſhould creep in, this ought to be no Excepti- 
on againſt the Uſe of the tranſlation, ſince 
there are ſuch Miſtakes both in the Syriac, 
Greek and Latin Tranſlations, ſome of which 
are of great Antiquity, and were uſed by 
our Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſtles. 

Theſe are the Directions the Scriptures 
give usfor the Performance of this firlt part 
of the Worſhip of God, which conſiſts in 
praiſes,and the manner we find them offer'd 
to him by his Saints. 

SECT, 


( 5 ) 
SECT. IL. 


The manner of Praifſing God Publickly, 
which is preſcribed and praftiſed by our 
| Church. 


N Ow as to the manner of offering Prai- 
ſes in our Church, it is to be conſide- 


red, 

1. That we are directed to praiſe, glori- 
fie, and confeſs to God every Day, in a cer- 
tain number of Pſalms of his own Appoint- 
ment, out of the Old Teſtament ; and 
hen in ſuch Hymns as are recorded in 
the New : And to theſe there are added 
ſuch other Hymns, Confeflions of Faith 
and Thankſgivings as will appear by and by 
to be agreeable to the general Directions of 
SCTIPtUre. 

But in1ſmuch as the Myſtery of the Holy 
Trinity is moreexplicitly reveal'd to usun» 
der the Goſpel, than it was to thoſe under 
the Law ; Therefore our Church has thought 
fit to requireus with every Pſalm and Hymn 
to intermix, Glory be to the Father to the Sor, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt ; asit was in the Begin- 
ning, is now, and ever ſhall be : To ſignifie,that 
we believe, that the ſame God was we 
dy them as by us, the ſame God that isg/ori- 


fied, 


16 Of Praiſes, - Chapl, 
fied in the Pſalms, having been from the be. 
ginning Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as we 


as now: So that our aſcribing thisGlory ex 
we anter Three Perſons in whoſe Name 


we argBaptized, ought not to be taxed as 
any Addition to the Pſalms,itbeing on- 
ly-uſed as a neceſſary Expedient to turn the 
Tewiſh Pſalms into Chriſtian Hymns,and to fit 
them for the Uſe ofthe Charch now,as they 
were before for the uſe of the Synagogue ; 


which practice I preſume can give caule of 


Exception to none but Socinians, 

2. Our Church Orders theſe Pſalms toh 
cither Surg or Said, as the Peopleare ablet 
offerthem ; not being willing to lay a great 
er reſtraint on them than the Scripture h& 
done : In which (as I have already ſhewed) 
we have Examples for both theſe ways of 
praiſing God. 

* 2. "They are propoſed to us in Profs 
without any other alteration from the Ori- 
ginal than what was neceſſary tomakethen 
intelligible in our I anguage. | 

4. The People are allowed to bear theit 
rtin them, and either to ſing or ſay ther 

y way of Anfwering : This is according 
the Scripture Examples, but it is not impc 
- ſed, except in very few Caſes. 

5.. Our Church permitteth the Uſe of 
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ſome grave Muſical Inſtrumentsto regul | 
| tr 
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"if the Voices of thoſe that ſing, and to ſtir u 
their Aﬀetions, which are the Natural Ef- 
fets of Muſick, and ſeem more requiſite in 
Northern Countreys,where generally Peo- 
ple's Voices are more harſh and untuneable 
than in other places ; butthisis not impoſed 
in any Congregation, nordoth any Rule of 
our Church require it, and thereforeir is at 
the People's Choice, whether they will uſe 
the help of theſe Inſtruments or no. 

6. This then is the Care our Church has 
taken, for the publick performance of the 
iſes of God,and if we bring grace.in our 
rs,andaninward ſenſe of the Majeſty of 
CB God, and of his Mercies towards us, when 


we come to joyn in them, which is our 
Yandduty to do,whocan ſay that God's prai- 
Wſcs thus celebrated, are not 2ccording to his 

Commands, and acceptable to him ? I 

think it res they are agree- 


ableto the Holy Scriptures,which oughtto be 
| = Rule for this,and all other partsof God's 

"I think no more neceſſary therefore on 
uthis Head, bur with all earneftneſs, to be- 
leech you who are of our Communion, to. 
-Fconſider how great arid important @ part 

theſe praiſes are of the Worſhip of God, and 
Sto apply our ſelves with'all diligence and 
«holy zcal to tc IRON it; for we 


never 
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never, come nearer the Imployment of the 
Bleſſed, than when our Hearts and Mouths 
are filled with the praiſes of our God. 


&& © I. Ms 


The Diſſenters manner of Praiſeng 
God in Publick. 


ANd now as to you my Friends and Bre- 
thren, who diſſent from this Worſhip 
of ours, give me leave with all calmneſs to 
examine how you perform this great Work of 
Praiſing God ; and I deſire you to com 
your own practice in your publick Atſem- 

lies, with what you find in your Bibles con- 
cerning this Duty. 

I. Your Directory determines it to be the 
duty of Chriſtians to praiſe God publickly, by ſing- 
ing of Pſalms together in the Congregation, and 
that in ſmging Pſalms the woice is to be tuneable 
and gravely ordered, and laſtly, that it is 
wenient that the Miniſter,or ſome other fit Perſm 
appointed by him and the other ruling Officers, 
read the Pſalm, line by line, before the ſinging 
thereof ; and your common practice is to ling 
two or three Verſes of a Pſalm in Meetre 
the Miniſter, or Clerk, firſt reading ead 
line, and the People ſinging it after, |. - 

II. Before I proceed to make any Obſer 
vations. on theſe: Rules and Pragtice, 

: prevent 
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prevent. Miſtakes, I deſire you to obſerve, 

r. That I do not condemn the ſinging of 
Pſalms in Meertre as unlawful. 

2. That I take it for granted, That the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did praiſe 
Godin Proſe, and that Meetre and Rhyme 
are, for ought appears, purely of Humane 
Invention. 

2. We muſt conſider that if we rake the 
Plalms (as euſe them) in Proſe, there is 
not a more exalted Piece of Poerry in the 
World, nor any thing better fitted to raiſe 
inſerious and well-diſpoſed People, the moſt 
devout Aﬀedtions. Whereas, if we rake 
them as they are commonly uſed in Rhyme; - 
the Force, the Vigour, the Loftineſs which 
are ſo Extraordinary in the Proſe Tranſlati- 
on, are almoſt entirely loſt in the Verſe, 
and tho' ſeveral have attempted to Tran- 
late them into Engliſh Verſe, yer I cannoe 
find that any one hasdone Juſtice tothe Ma- 
xſty of the Expreflions and hardly to the 
Senſe of them. | 

HI. Having premiſed theſe things, I in- 
treat ay to conſider impartially with me, 
how far this your Practice agrees with the 


wy Scripture Rule. 


. 1, Then the Scriptures command us to 


iſe God in Pſalms, and undoubtedly the 
Chriſtians uſed whole Pſalms at 2 time. 
_C2 S0mgs 
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Sometimes they joyned together in fingi 
them, as our Sayiour and his _— 
on 


Mat. xxvi. 20. Sometimes one ſung, 
and the reſt attended for their cdification, 
as appears from 1 Cor. xiv. 26, But the 
af ad Method of ſinging the Meerre' 
Pſalms takes up ſo much time, thar it is im- 
poflible to praile God in whole Pſalms after 
that manner. But if we uſe the Pfalms in 
Proſe,accordingto the Order of our Church, 
the Experience of Good Men doth teftifie 
that we may calily paſs through them in 2 
Moath, with ſeriouſneſs and attention,whe- 
ther we ſing or read them. And to welk 
ci{poſed Minds no part of God's Service is 
more agrecable or edifying : whereas ſome 
Years would not ferve to that purpoſe, } 
we ſhould uſe thenew-invented way of ſi 
ing a few Verſes. And Iqueſtion whether 
all of them were ever yet ſung through in 
one Meeting-place, perhaps not in all the 
Meetings of the Kingdom, and yet it mull 
_ be confelled that every one of ther was lef 
to.the Church by the Holy Ghoſt for tha 
&, and is profitable, when thus uſed, for 
Ce ak at Hoke 
an xt. Which plainly proves, tha 
the lingi "the Plalmsin Metre is not tl 
Wayot uſing them, 


2, 
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2. Let me mind you, that in the time of 
the late U ion, Dr. Manton, a Man of 
conſiderable Reputation among the Diſſen- 
ters, obſerves in his Comment on the Epi- 
ftle of S.Fames, Chap. v. Verſ. 12. That ſe. 
veral ſcrupled linging Pſalms art all ; others 
objected againſt ſinging them in Verſe; this 
he calleth 4 vain Cavil, yet propoſeth, if rhe 
continueth, that ſuch may ſing the Read- 
mg Pſalms, as bath beenuſed in Cathedrals, and 
youches S. Auſtin and Athanaſius for it ; 
which is a plain Confeflion from this con- 
ſiderable Perſon, that this way of ſinging is 
leſs liable to Exception, than yours. 

-3. I know it is alledged,that we oughe to 
have the Pſalms in Verſe for ſinging, as well 
as we ought to have them in Proſe tor read- 
ing, But have ſhewed already, that Chriſt 
and his Diſciples ſung their Hymns in Proſe ; 
and I defire you toconſider whether it bene- 
ceffary to vary from theſe Precedents. We 
have a Command to Tranſlate them (which 
ſuppoſes into Proſe, becauſe the-Original is 
ſo) but none to turn them into Meetre; 
which neceſſarily requires Paraphraſing, 
changing the Order of the Sentences,fome- 
timesadding andleaving out Words; andon 
that account ſeems to give Humane Wit too 
nol many of treating the Word of God 
as Men pleaſe: Ac leaſt, we muſt acknow- 
Ws C 3 ledge 
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ledge that the Pſalms ſo ordered, partake of 
Humane Frailty,and are hardly equal to the 
beſt meer Humane Compotures. When 
therefore we uſe ſuch Pſalms, we ought to 
uſe them as Humane Compoſures only,and 
not as God's Word: And thus they are uſed 
by our People in our Aſſemblies, not as any 
main ſubſtantial part of the Worſhip of God, 
but rather as a voluntary entertainment of 
Devotion, and a refreſhment to the People 
between the parts-of the Service ; much leſs 
are they allowed by us to juſtle out the 
Pſalms and Hymns appointed by God. 

4.As to the manner of ſinging the Pſalms 
in Meeter, at preſent in uſe, both with you 
and us in ſome Places, that is, the Miniſter 
orClerk's reading a line,and the People ſing- 
ing it after, is a great interruption to the 
Muſick, and to the underſtanding of the 
Pſalm, by breaking the ſenſe of it, and in 
that reſpe& very inconvenient, and is like- 
wiſe a late Invention of our own,never uſed 
by any Foreign Church, either Popiſh or 
Reformed,for ought I can find,to this day ; 
and has been taken up to ſupply the negli- 
gence and lazineſs of People, who will not 
now, as formerly, be ar pains to get Pſalms 
by heart, or ſo much as procure Books, or 
karn to read them. $ 

' 5- Notwithſtanding your Direory re- 

| BP . quires 
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quires the voice in ſinging Pfalms rs be tune- 
ably and gravely ordered, yet you have not 
only refuſed the Uſe of Inſtruments, (which 
are a natural means to help the Voice, and 
make it tuneable, and are uſed by moſt of 
the Reformed Churches in Ewrope,) but have 
alſo determined it to be Unlawful. 

I would entreat you- to conſider, that 
though perhaps it may not be ſo proper to 
preſs the uſe of Inſtruments in the ſervice of 
God, in theſe Parts,where ſo many,for want 
of being uſed to them, have entertained Pre- 
judices againſt them, and ſome are uncapa- 

le of being aftected by them, yet the ma- 
king them unlawful, is againſt Nature and 
Scripture, and is on that account a dange- 
rous Superſtition, and Encroachment on 
Chriſtian Liberty. 

+ 6, The ſame Superſtition and Encroach- 
ment it is, not only to forbear to praiſe God 
in ſinging or ſaying Pſalms and Hymns by 
way of Reſponſes or Anſwering, (of which I 
have given ſuch Noble Precedents out of 
Scripture) but even to determine it to be 
Unlawful. 

Laſtly, I would entreat you to conſider, 
That foraſmuch as appears,you have altoge- 
ther laid aſide the Pſalms in Proſe, and the 
other Scripture Hymns, 'that are of God's 
immediate Appointment, and for the Uſe of 
C4 which 
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which we have the Example of our Saviag 
and his Samts, infomuch that they are ng 
where uſed by you in the Praiſes of God; 
but in their ſtead you have fubſticuted, as 
before obſerved, a few Verſes of a Pſalm 
of Humane Compoſyre, without Scripture Ex, 
ample or Precedent,and ſing them in a 
that has nothing of ancient Practice, mu 
leſs Scripture for it, but is purely and im 
mediately an Invention of Men. 

IV. The Caſe then between our Church 
and you, 1n this Point, I think imparyally 
ſtands thus: Our Church praiſes God every 
Day with five or ſix Pſalms, beſides other 
Hymns, of His Own Appointment, and it 
His Own Words and Method,and yet is deſer- 
ted and condemned by you in this ve 
Point, as Teaching for Dottrines the Comma 
ments of Men ; whereas you,who only praiſe 
Him in a piece of a Pſalm of a few Verſs, 
and in a Method of your 02n finding out, Der- 
ſwade your ſelves that you' keep the Ord 
nances of God pure and unmixed from Hw 
mane Invention. 

This is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by you ; for as it is eafie to think what al 

.unprejudiced Men will judge of it now, 
we may conclude what God will judge of i 
at the laſt Day. If you in earneſt lay thek 
thingsto heart,and retiect onthem,Iperſwad 
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my felf that they will at leaſt prevail wich 
you to be modeſt in your Cenfures of us 
your Brethren ; and prevent your Judging, 
much leſs Condemning us,or our manner of 
Praiſing God, as Unacceptable to him. 


A. —_—_— 


CHAP. IL 
Of PRAYER. 


SECT. I. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


concerning it. 


LY ET us now proceed to the Secomd 
| Main Part of the Worſhip of God, in 
the Publick Meetings of Chriſtians ; which 
I obſerved was Prayer, or Supplication. 
Andif weconſider what Kules,DireQtions 
and Examples the Scriptures afford us, forthe 
Performance of this Duty, we ſhall find, 
That they dire us to offer up our Prayers in a 
Set and Prepared Form of Words. "That we 
y more clearly judge of this Matter, it 
Wal be fit to conſider the ſeveral Parts of 
Prayer diftin&tly by themſelves ; ſuch as Con- 
feſſion, Supplication, Interceſſion, &C. Fa 


F 


2.6 Of Prayer, Chap.1Il. 


- 1: Confeſſion of our own Unworthineſ,, 
_ and of God's Mercy,to aggravate it,is com- 
monly looked on as the firſt Part of Prayer, 
and proper to introduce our Supplications, 
Now, in ſearching the Scriptures, we ſhall 
find expreſs Command to uſe a Set Form of 
Words in both theſe ſorts of Confeſſion. So 
Deut. 26. 3. Thou ſhalt go unto the Prieſt that 
ſhall be in thoſe days, and ſay unto him, 1 pro- 
feſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 
come unto the country which the Lord ſware unto 
our fore-fathers to give us. And then the of- 
ferer was to make his Canfeflion, wer. . 
And thou ſhalt ſpeak and ſay before the Lord thy 
God, A Syrian ready to periſh was my father, &c. 
Here we have a Form ot Confeſſion of the Per- 
ſon's Us worthineſs, and of God's Goodneſs and 
. Mercy; together with a Profeſſion of Obedience, 
and Dependance on Him,preſcribed by God 
Himſelf in Ser and Prepared Words. 

The ſame — Solomon's pre- 
ſcribing a Form of Confeſſion for the peni- 
tent Iſraelites, 1 Kings 8.47. Which Words 
we find accordingly applied in Pſal. 106.6. 
and made part of a larger Form of Confeſ- 
fron, to be uſed in their.Captivity, (as Sol- 
mon dcfigned them;) which appears from 
the 47th. Verſe of the ſame Pſalm, (taken 
from the Form preſcribed by David, 1 Chron. 
| 26, 35.) And Daniel, in his Form of Con- 
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fon in Captiviry. chap. 9. 5. uſes the ſame 
cm of Wards rot whence it appears, 
that they were not left arbicrarily to Choice 
or Difcretion,though other Words might be 
joyned with them,when there was Occaſion 
to Enlarge or Vary the Form. 

Many of the =_ are Forms of Confeſ- 

on, and were uſed and daily repeated by 
the Jewiſh Church. Pſal. 5 1. was the Form 
of Confeſſion David prepar'd and us'd, for his 
Murther and Adultery : And he not only 
uſed it himſelf, but directed it to the Maſter 
of his Choire, to be uſed in the Publick 
Service, as appears from the Title of ir. P/al. 
78. is a genetal Confeſſunfor the whole Pec- 
ple,ſerring forth at large the Mercies of God 
tothem ; andtheir Ingratitude, Diſobedience 
and Rebellion : and this not as a Pattern, 
but as a Set and Prepar'd Form, to be uſed 
in their Publick Service. All which ſhew us, 
that Addreſſes to God in ſuch Forms,are of 
Divine Inſtitution ; and area Warrancto us, 
that he approves that our Confeſſion ſhould 
be made to him in that manner. 

2, The Second Part of Prayer is Supylica- 
tion for good Things: And in this Caſe we 
haves ikewiſe the Commandment of God for 
2 Form of Words, Deut.26.13,15. Then thou 
ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy God, Look down 
from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and T 
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thy people Iſrael, and the land which thou he 
green us, '&5 thou ſweareſt anto our fathers, Gt, 
'D0 Hoſ.12. 2. Take with you words, and t 
#0 the Lord your God, and ſay unto bim, Ta 
away all iniquity, &c. Miſe in the Wilder 
neſs uſed a Set Form of Words.to this pur, 
pole, and recommended it to be uſed by t 
Church. of God for ever ; as it is mani 
from Pſal.go. which has this Title, 4 Pra 

of Moſes, the Man of God. When ſuch a Per. 

on by the Inſpiration of the Holy Gboſt,uſed 
and lefc to be uſed by us in our Supp icationy, 
ſuch a Set and Prepared Form of Word, 
we ought not to doubt but that manner of 
Addrels is acceptable to God. 

3-The Third Part of Prayer, is Interceſſn 

in the behalf of others. Now, Blefling is an 
eminent ſort of Interceſſion; and for the Uk 
of a Set Formof Words in this,we havelike 
wiſe the Command of God, Numb.+.2 3. 08 
this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the children of Iſrael, ſay- 
ing unto them, the Lord bleſs thee, and 
thee, &c. Here we have not only a Bl 
ſing, but an earneſt Interceſſion with God fot 
his People, and the Form and Words pre- 
ſcribed by Himſelf, which were not to be 
uſed by mean,ignoramt People,' (who are only 
now ſuppoſed, by ſome, to need the help of 
Forms,) but by Aaron,and his Sows, the Chid 
Prieſts. From which we may be —_— 
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That Goda es that manner of Addreſ 
Min our B s and Interceſſons for one anp- 
ther, not only from mean People, but from 
the grearef. 

4. The Fourth Part of Prayer confiſteth 
in Petitions for averting Evil,.commonty cal. 
led Deprecation. And for this purpoſe, we 
have ſeveral Forms preſcribed God, 
Ml For 1. 14. Gather the elders, and all the inha- 
bitamts of the Lav, intothe houſe of the Lord 

God, and ſay, unto the Lord, Alas, for the day, 
the Day he Lord is at hand, &c. 'We have 
God's Commandmet for another Form, 
Foel 2. 17. Let the Prieſts, the miniſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porchand the Altar, and 
ls them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine herdage roreproach, &c.  'Erom 
whenee it clearly tollows;thar God approves 
the Uſe of a Form.-in this Part of Prayers 
though commonly' the moſ{tearneft andim- 
portunate, and fuch as ſeems leaft ro admic 
of being bounded by a Form ; fo that we 
have the n and Commandment 
ofGed for the Uſe of a Ser Form of Words, 
in all che Parts of Prayer. | 

IT. And accordingly we find holy Men 
of God; thougty fall of 'Wiſdam , and 
of his Spirit; uſing the fame Ser Form: of 
Prayeretways of the-ſame Occation. Thus 
the 'Seriprures-inform us. Gumcarhing Ab | 

WImpers 
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Numbers 10, 35. When the ark ſetforward, 
Moſes, ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine ene- 
mies be ſcattered ; and let them that hate thee, 
flee before thee, And when it reſted, be ſaid, Re- 
turn, O Lord, unto the many thouſands. of Iſrael, 
From whence it appears, that God approves. 
the uſe of one Set, conſtant Form of Words 
in our Prayers, as long as the Occaſion of re- 


peating them is the ſame : For, I preſume, 


none will ſuſpect it was for wantof Words, 
or of the Spirit of Prayer, that Moſes confined 
* himfſelfto this Form. 

E ſhall add further, that the whole Book 
of Pſalms is a ColleRion of Prayers of all 
ſorts ; and there are few of them but what 
are moſt Excellent Forms of Prayer,expreſſed 
in -fuch pathetick, ſignificant and moving 
Words, that we have great reaſon to thank 
God for furniſhing us with them, and which 
we can never hope. to equal by any of our 
own its Mb are the 4, 5, 6, 7, % 
To, 12, &c. + On this account they were 
uſed by the Jews, as the conſtant Service 


and Liturgy performed in their Temple, as 
we may gather from what I formerly quo- 


ted, 2 Chron. 29. 30. | 
HI. But patags ad may think theſe 

Commands and 

Prayer,. not to be a ſufficient Warrant to 

Chriſtians ; becauſe they are taken ourgiths 


x 
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ples of Set Forms of 
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O!d Teſtament, before the Spirit was poured 
out in ſo plentiful a meaſure, as under the 
Goſpel. I ſhall therefore proceed to exa- 
mine the Commands, and Examples of the 
New Teſtament. And here, 

1+ Ithinkic is certain,that our Sevicar and 
his Apoſtles Prayed by a Form ; for they join- 
ed in the Worſhip of the Temple and Syna- 
gogues, which conſiſted in Pſalms, as I have 
already ſhewn, and. in ſome certain Forms 
of Prayers added to them, and conſtantly 
uſed in their daily Service, as we learn from 
thoſe that give an Account of the Jewiſh 
Worſhip at that *time. Now 


: : * Much to this 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles vets” wh 


being frequently preſent at |} pp 
their Service , both in the the Rebbingy ha 


Temple and Synagogues, 'tis the Author thinks 


ic fit ro confine 


manifeſt they approved the 7 "10 0 
manner of addrefling them- ,;.. þ 
ſelves to Godin aSet Form of 

Wards. 

2. But our Saviour has put this Matter out 
of all diſpute wich Impartial, Men, by pre- 
Seking a: Form to his Diſciples, when 
delired him to teach rhem to pray as Fobn taught 
bis Diſciples. For we find his way of Teach- 
ing them, was not by direting them - to 
wait for the Impulſes of the Spirit, and inm- 
mediate In/proion fram God, of whatthey 

were 
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were to offer up to him : We do: not find 


him ſaying, When ye -- 4 ſpeak what ſhall 


then come into - your Minds, or what ſhall be 
given you in that hour, without taking thought 
about what they ſhould ſay ; as he did in ano- 
ther Caſe,that is, when they ſhould be browpht 
before Governours and Kings for bis ſake, 
Aat. 10. 19. But in addrefling themſelves 
tw God, he preſcribed them a Ferm of Words, 
and Commanded themto uſe it Luke 11, 2," 
And he ſaid unto them, When ye pray, ſay, Om 
Father which art in Heaven, &c. Here is an 
expreſs Command of Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
to uſe theſe Words whenthey Pray, Our Fa 
ther, &c. A Command for the Uſe of a 
Form, fo plain, that it is impoſlible to ex- 
preſs ic in clearer Terms. 

'Tis not to be doubted but Religious Per. 
ſons-among the Jews offer'd up conftant| 
Prayers to God. -We. ſee it in David, 
Pſal. 55. 17. and in Daniel, Chap. 6. 10. And 
no doubt the Diſciples of our Saviour were 
not wanting in this Duty, nor in Skill to 

rm it, ſince we find that other devout 
erſons of their time had their Hours of 
Prayer, as we ſeein A#s 3. r. Therefore, 
what they defired of our Sewiow,, was not 
ro/teach them: abſolutaly,” or in' general, to 
Pray, but toteach them: toPray ,as Fobn alfe 
ranght bis Diſciphts ras 
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of Prayer proper to his Infitution,as they ſaw 
the Ditci fol Moſes and Fobn had properto 
theirs. Upon which our Saviour gave then 
the Lord's-Prayer, as 8 Summary of the main 
Points of his Dofrine, and as a conſtant 
Badge of their being his Diſciples. As if he 
ould have ſaid, Whenever you offer up to God 
your uſual Prayers, which Religious Cuſtom has 
taught you, as Fews, and Diſciples of Moſes, 
or of John, whether in Secret or Publick ; add 
this always to your other Prayers, for a continual 
Remembrance t» you, of thoſe Duties, Privileges, 
and Qualifications which belong to you, as My 
Diſciples ; and as a Means of obtaining Grace 
from your Heavenly Father, to enable you to per= 
ſevere in them. "The Lord's-Prayer is theres 
fore a Badge of Our Profeſlion,impoſed by 
Chriſt Himſelf, and to be uſed by Us, as 
we would be accounted his Diſciples. 

Neither will ſaying the Subſtance of ic 
in other Words of our own Iwoention,anſwer 
the Intent of this Command: Since, 

1.We are ſure the Subſtance of the Prayer 
is. put by Chriſt in the moſt appoſite and 
comprehenſive Hords that are pothble ; and 
therefore wholly to lay them aſide for others, 
is plainly to decline the Choice of Words 
that Chriſt has made for us, and ſubſticute 
leſs appoſite of our own, to expreſs choſe - 
Petitions in. 


D 2.The 
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2, The more particularly any thing is 
Commanded in & m_— of God, we 
ought to be the more careful to obſerve it; 
and may be the more confident,that God is 
pleaſed with our Performance of it. Since 
therefore we are particularly Commanded, 
when we Pray, to ſay,Our Father 8c. what 
ever other Prayers we offer to God, this 
ought not to be omitted. 

3. In general, we are Commanded to 
offer up our Deſires to God ; and in parti- 
cular, to offer this Prayer. . Theſe Com- 
mands agree very well together, and there- 
fore the one ought not tojuſtle out the other, 
To lay aſide the Prayer particularly Com- 
manded by Chriſt, for others of our own 
compoſing in purſuance of the general Com- 
mand, is too apparently to preferr our own 
Invention to God's ——_. 

4. When we take the liberty to word our 
own Prayers, we may forget ſome things; 
we may mix our own Frailties and Weak- 
neſs in our Petitions ; and this too often ap- 


pears both in the Matter and Wording of 


them. The way therefore to Supply theſe 

,and to obtain Pardon for our Infic- 
mities, is, to uſe our Lord's perfe& Prayer, 
not only as a Pattern for Prayer, (as ſome 
would have it,) but likewiſe as a Form necel- 
ſary to be uſed,to corre what may be amis 
or defetive in our own Prayers. 


5. They 


I, 
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5. They who lay aſide the words of the 
Lord's Prayerare in danger to lay aſide ſore 
of the Subſtance of it alſo ; particularly the 
Subſtance of that Petition, Forgive us our 
Treſpaſſes,as we forgive them that rgfpeſ againſt 
Ws: For many who lay aſide the Lord's Prayer, 
do neicher in Terms nor ſubſtance offer this 
Petition to God ; nay,areſo far from makin 
this the Condition of their Pardon, as Chri 
has taught us, that they p_Y diſpute 
apainſt the Form: for this very reaſon ; Tho” 
Chriſt, who foreſaw! the Obje#ion which our 
Corruptions would be apt to make, has An- 
ſwered it, and bound it upon us indiſpen- 

as our Duty,to ask forgiveneſs on theſe 


ſibl 

int no other Terms; Mat. 6. 15. And 
indeed, if ſuch a Sentence had been pre- 
ſcrib'd by our Lord, to be only repeated by 
Chriſtians once, or oftner, every Day, it 


would have ſeemed but what was neceflary 
to mind them of that peculiar and indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of their Profeſſion. We ſee the 
Wiſdom of the Ancients thought fit to re- 
duce their Dottrine or Inſtruftions1nto Proverbs, 
or ſhort Sentences to be got by heart,and kepr 
continually in memory, as of great influ- 
ence for guiding Mens Lives and Actions ; 
and ſuch Sentences muſt be of — 
influence, when repeared in the preſence of 
Ged, as theſe in our Lord's Prayer are requi- 


red to be, 
| D 2 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, This Prayer being given us as g 
Badge of our Profeſſion, a Summary of our 
Duty as Chriſtians,and 4 Form of ſound Words, 
it is no more lawful to alter it, than to lay 
it aſide; and it would be the ſame preſump. 
tion and hazard to ſubſtitute other Words 
inſtead of Chriſt's, in this Prayer which we 
are oblig'd always to uſe when we pray, as 
to change the Words of our Creed ; or as 
it would be in a Battel to change the Word 
given by a General, or any part of it, and 
to retain Only the ſignification of it. From 
all which 'tis manifeſt that God has requi- 
red Forms of Prayer to be uſed by us, both 
in the Old and New Teſtament. 

As to the difference we find in the Lord's 
Prayer as delivered by St. Matthew and 
St. Luke, *tis to be obſerved that our Sawiaw 
ſpake in the Syriack, or vulgar Hebrew, and 

e Evangeliſts writ their Goſpels in Greek: 


Now in the Syriack, one and the ſame word 
expreſſes both thoſe different words which 
the Evangeliſt uſe in the ſame Petition, as 
Debts and Treſps es, &c. So that it is no rea 


but a ſeeming difference between them ; all 
thedifferent Words being the ſame in the O- 
riginal Language in whictrour Saviour ſpake. 

IV. As we have the Command of God, and 
the Example of his Saints, for offering up our 
Prayers to Him, in a fer and prepared Faw 
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ſoyning Voices, upon occaſion, in offering theſe 
Words. Generally it is {ufficient«that the Peo- 
ple join in their Hearts with the words of 
publick Prayers, yet the Scriptures warrant * 
alſo, on ſome Occaſions, their joining their 
Voices. ; 

1, Thus we find the People of I/rael ad- 
drefling themſelves to God, Fudges 21. 2. 
And the people came to the Houſe of God, and a- 
bode there till even, before God; and lift up their 
Voices and aept ſore,and ſaid,O Lord God of Iſra- 
&, why is this come to poſt in Iſrael, &c. 

2, In Hymns and Pfalms (whichare alſo 


Prayers in great part, asI noted before) the 
People are generally allowed by all (as being 


fully warranted by Scripture) to join their 
Voices. So Moſes and the Children of 1/rael 
ſung untothe. Lord, Exod. 15. 1. 

2. In the New Teſtament we have an 
Eminent Example of this practice, A&s iv. 
24. where the Apoſtles and their Diſciples 
lift up their Voice to God with one accord, and 
ſaid, Lord thou art God, &c. If this Prayer 
was immediately inſpired, as it ſeems it was, 
then the whole aſſembly was inſpired toge- 
ther, not only to think the ſame 7hing, but 

M likewiſe to utter. the ſame Words ; and the 

| Spirit of God by it has atteſted the fitneſs 

Rand decency of a whole Congregation'spro- 
&9yncing the ſame Prayer together. If it* 

ifec\Ot been convenient thatthis ſhould be 

oh D 3 ſome- 
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ſometimespractiſed in Qur Chriſtian Aſſem, 
blies, God would not have given us this Ex. 
ample. If the People were always to join 
- In their Hearts only with our publick Pray. 
ers,it-would have been fo here, for the Spi- 
ritof God wou'd not have led them tqdo an 
indecent thing, or a thing unfit for God's 
Worſhip. | 
4.St. Paul and Silas joined alſo their Voice 
in their Prayers, as we may ſee from A 
XVi. 25. And at midnight Paul * and Silas 
prayed, and ſung Praiſes unto God, and the Pri. 1 
(oners beard them: T know it may bealledged 
That they ſung their Prayers whichthey of- 
fered up to God an this Occaſim, and on that 
account joyned their Voices, 1 confeſs the Ori- 
| favours this Inference ; but if it be al- 
owed that the Apoſtles ſung their Prayers to- 
pecther, it muſt be allowed that they might 
kewilſe ſay them together : For wetindthe 
Blefſed in Heaven offering not only their 
_ Praiſes together, but their Prayers allo ; fo 
Rev. Vi. 10. They cried with a loud woice, ſay- 
"gs How long, O Lord, Holy and True, def 
thou not Fudge and Avenge our Blood, &c. 
From all which it is manifeſt, that we are 
warranted by the Examples of God's People, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, to 
Join our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in; 
ſame of our publick Supplications to God zÞþ. 
and that this practice is no New invete for 
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V. If we conſult the Scripture, we ſhall 
find that it is the Prieſt's part to make pub” 
lick interceſſion for the people, but yer fo 
that the people ought to bear a part b 
themſelves, and anſwer in the Service,whic 
we commonly call Reſponſes. 

1, They are commanded to do it, Pſal. 
106, 48. where after the prayers and praiſes 
of which the Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it is 
added, Let all the _ ſay, Amen, Praiſe the 
Lord ; and accordingly we find 1 Chron. 16. 
36. that the People ſaid Amen, and praiſed the 
Lord, And this is more ſignally obſervable 
in that Solemn ſervice at the Dedication of 
Solomon's Temple, where we find firſt 'the 
Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 2 Chron. 
T. 13. And ſaying, For he is good, for his mer- 
ey endureth for ever, the uſual Form of prai- 
ling fo often repeated in the Pſalms, parti- 
cularly in the 136. which wasprobtbly uſed 
at that time. Then Solomon who built the 
Temple, performed another part of the Ser-= 
vice, Chap. 6.3. He bleſſed, Firſt the peo- 
ple ; Secondly, He bleſſed and thanked God 
or his Mercy. And Laſtly, offer'd that 
Divine prayer of Dedication , which we 
indin that Chan Then follow the burnt 
Verings and Sacrifices, which were pecu- 
arlythe Prieſt's ſhare of the Service, Chap. 
7. And God gives his -—_— of their 
niſes, prayers and Offerings, by ſending 
| | D 4 down 
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down Fire from Heaven to conſume their 
Sacrifices : And then laſt of all follows the 
People's part which they perform, Chap.”.z, 
They bowed themſclues with their faces to th 
ground upon rhe pavement, and worſhipped and 
praiſed the Lord, ſaying, be is good, for bh Mer. 
cy endureth for ever. This Service was Or. 
dered by the Spirit of God, and plainly 
ſhews us, that He approved of the Peoples 
having a ſhareor part peculiarto themſelves. 
in his Worſhip. 

2, If it be faid that this was the way 
Worſhipping God under the Law, which i 
now aboliſhed and Unlawful, as well as the 
other Levitical Ceremonies : The Apoſtle 
have anſwer'd this, by continuing this pr» 
Rice in the Chriſtian Church, and by ad- 
mitting the Peopleto bear a part in the pub- 
lick Service, and to anſwer to the Praye 
have aſſured us that this is no Legal Aboli 
ſhed Ceremony. Thisis manifeſt from 1 Co 
I4. 16, Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spiri 
bow ſhall he that occupieth the room of the unlear 
med {oy Amen at thy giving of thanks? whic 
ſhews that eyen the unlearned had apart a 
figned them in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. | 
may be added to this, what I obſerved be 
fore, (Chap. 1. S:8, 1. N. 4.) of the Reſponſe 
in praiſing God, and of the Worſhip dec 

in the Revelations, where the Angels and 
Elders repreſentingthe Clergy,andthe Mr 
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titude repreſenting the People, bear each of 


them their diſtin& Parts; in alluſion to what 


was done in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. And 
this is a clear proof, that the People bore a 
rt, and anſwered to the Bleſſings and 
rayers of him that officiated, ever ſince 


the Chriſtian Worſhip was Eſtabliſhed. 
SECT. IL. 


The Rules and Praftice of Our Church, 
concerning Prayer. 


| © thus ſeen the Diredions and Ex- 


amples which the Scriptures afford us 
for the publick performance of our Prayers 
to God, letus now conſider the Worſhip of 
our Church, and compare it with Them ; 
both as to the Words and Matter of Our 
Prayers; and to the comfort of us, who are 
ofthis Communion, it will clearly appear, 
7. That there is notone thing we ask of 
God inthem, which he has not particularly 


directed us to ask, or any thing for which 


we ought to pray thatit is omitted. This ad- 
vantge we have towards the Proof of this 
Point, that our Prayers are fixed and ſtared, 
and may be examined byallthathave a mind 
to be ſatisfy'din them. An Advantage we 
gain by putting chem iatoa fer and prepared 
Fazm 


”% 
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Form of Wards, according to the Commandy 
of God, and the — of Holy Men 
whereas *tis impoflible for ſuch as uſe only 
ex tempore prayer, thus to juſtify their Ser- 
vice, becauſe their prayers are altogetherun- 
certain, and depend on thepreſent thoughts 
of the Speaker. . 

2, OurChurch requires thc People to join 
their Voices with the Miniſter in ſome of the 
prayers, in which they are more particularly 
concerned, and which ſeem ofthe moſt ge- 
neral and greateſt moment. Such are the 
| — Confeſſions of Sin, and the Lord's 

rayer. 

= Our Church has aſſigned for the Peo- 
ple ſome ſhort Anſwers or Reſponſes to our 
prayers, whereby they may be ſtirred upto 
attention, and fignifie their concurrence 
with the Miniſter. Thus to every prayer 
and Bleſlingtheyare obliged roanſwer Amen, 
as we find the people did in the Church of 
Corinth ; and to join Unanimouſly in ſome 
other ſhort Ejaculations to implore God's 
Mercy, or beſcech him to hear us. In all 
which I have already ſhewed we have the 
warrant of Scripture ; and it isplain to any 
onethat will be atthe painz to conſider our 
Service, that we have taken the Rules there- 
of from Scripture, and have nor invented 
2 Service out of our own Heads ; and then 
(2s is too often the Cuſtom of Innovators) en- 
: | deayoured 
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deavoured to make the Scripture comply with 
it. The firſt Reformers of Our Church 
would never have retain'd and prepar'd Forms 
of Prayers, had they not found ſuch in Scrip- 
eure: they would never have required the 
People to join their voices in ſome Prayers, 
and anſwer to others, if the Examples of 
Scripture had - not lead them to it. They 
roteſſed, and their Deſign was to make the 
Word of God their Rule ; and we fee how 
exaaly they conformed to it in theſe parti- 
culars. I wiſh I could fay as much for all 
other ways of Worſhip among Proteſtants. 


SECT. II. 
The Praftice of thoſe who differ from Ts. 


I, ND hgre I muſt intreat you of my 

Diocel, who Diſſent rrom Our 
Worſhip, ſeriouſly toconſider with me,what 
itis which you have ſubſticutedin the place of 
theſe things which you have intirely laid a- 
ſide, tho' ſo expreſly directed and warranted 
, by Scripture ; and examine whether your 
way have a folid Foundation in God's Word. 
hall endeavourto repreſent it with all fair- 
nels and impartiality, and leave you to judge 
as God ſhall dice& you, and as you will an- 
lwer it at the laſt day. 


And 


” 
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And here find that ſome of your Writer, 
are of Opinion, That the Spirit Z Prayer it 
given to all the Childr:n of God in ſome meaſure, 
for enabling their Hearts to conceive, and thei 
Tongues to expreſs convenient deſires to God ; and 
that therefore Forms of Prayer are of no ne- 
ceſſary uſe, either in Publick or Private ; on 
the contrary, that they ſtinr the Spirit, and 
hinder Men from ſtirring up or uſing the gifc 
that God has given them. 

2, Others of you go further, and affirm 
thar all Forms of Prayer are unlawful to Chri- 
ſtians, and that therefore it is a ſin tojoin in 
a Worſhip where they are uſed, or tobe pre- 
ſent at it. 

2. That the Miniſter is the Mouth of the 
Congregation, and that he only is to ſpeak 
publickly to God in the behalf of the People, 
and that they are not to join their Voices, 
but their Hearts only with him. 

Upon theſe Principles you forſake our 
Worſhip, and many of you think it is a fin 
to be ſo much aspreſent at our Religious Af- 
ſemblies it is of great importance therefore 
that you ſhould underſtand what the Scrip- 
tures determine in this matter ; for if our 
Worſhip (which you thus forſake) be plainly 
enzoined by Scripture(as I think I havemade 
ie ſufficiently appear ;) and theſe Principles 
of Tour Worſhip, and Your Praftice purſuant to 
them, have no Foundation in Scripture ; I 

cannot 
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cannot ſee how Nutan anſwer your forſaking 
Our Aſſemblies, to God and your own Con- 
ſciences. Let us then conſider cach of theſe 
Principles apart. 

IL And firſt, for that Poſition of your 
Direfory, That the _= of Prayer is given to 
ol the Children of God in ſome meaſure, for ena- 
bling their Hearts to conceive, and their Tongues 
to expreſs convenient Deſires to God; I intreat 

ou to conſider what Promiſe or Foundation it 
fas in Scripture. I profeſs to you ſeriouſly, 
That upon the ſtriteſt EnquiryI could make, 
Inever could find any ſuch Promiſe made to 
all the Children of God, in the Old or New 
Teſtaments, neither did I ever meet any 
Diſſenter that was abletoſhew any ſuch Pro- 
miſe to furniſh us with Words in Prayer, 
without the uſe of ſet and premedicated 
Forms. _ If then there be none ſuch, as we 
may be well aſſured there is not, was it not 
too much preſumption in the Compilers of 
your Direftory, to obtrude this Dodtrine on 
the World,or perſwade People to depend on 
it, and negle& the help of Forms, which 
the Scripture preſcribes, and recommends to 
us? Nay, as there is no Promiſe for ſuch ex- 
traordinary Afliſtance to all cbe Childrenof God 
to conceive Prayer Jo neither is there any Com- 
mand in Scripture,requiring us to worſh;p or 
prey to God in a conceiv'd, extemporary,or 
unpremeditated Prayer ; or ſo much as an 
Example 
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Example in a fetled ordinary Congregation 
where it was practiſed. 'If then you can 
ſhew none of theſe in the holy Scriptures, nei 
ther Promiſe nor Command, *tis a plain caſe, 


that this De#rine is a meer Invention of Men, 


and the Worſhip built on it a Vanity, in the 
ſenſe of our Savirur, Mark 7. 7. If my de- 
" fign were only to confutean Adverſary, what 
T have already faid were ſufficient; but this 
Spirit of Prayer is a point, of ſuch Conſe. 
quence, that I hope it will be both grateful 
and inſtructive to the Readers of all fort, 
toexplain it to them, and fet it in as clear 
a light as I can ; which-I ſhall do under the 
following Heads. 

ITE. 7. Firſt therefore I doubt not but it 
will be granted, That whoever prayeth to 
God with Faith, Sincerity, Ferwency, Lowe, 
Humility, Conformity to God's Will, Underſtan- 
ding, and Decency of Expreſſion, prays Accep= 
rably to Him, and is endowed with the Spi- 
rit -of Prayer ; and whoever prays Without 
theſe, does want it. 

2. I ſuppoſe no Man of himſelf can at- 
tain theſe Graces that are requiſite to make 
our Prayers Acceptable, and that therefore 
we muſt have the Afliſtance of God's Spirit 
to beget them in us. 

_— that it is poſſible for a Man 


to acquire Oy natural means, and Ability to 
expend himlelf decently in Prayer ; tho he 
cannot 
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cannot ſo acquire Faith,or any other inward 
Grace ; ſo that Detency of Expreſſion 1s the 
loweſt part of the gift of Prayer, and nor 
Soom a part ©. it, | 

4. I fay that one Praying by a Form may 
have all theſe Oo and therefore 
his Prayer may be acceptable ro God, and 

d from his Spirit. 

This may be proved to the Diſſenters, 
1. From the Aſſemblies Larger Catechiſm , 
which acknowledgesit: For when the Que- 
ſton is put, How is the Lord's Prayer to be 
uſed ? The Anſwer is, The Lord's Prayer is 
nt only for Diretion, as a Pattern Jker wn fo 
which we are to make our Prayers, but may be 
alſo uſed as a Prayer, ſo that it be done with 
Under anding, Faith, Rewerence, and other Gra=- 
ers, neceſſary to the right Performance of the 
Duty of Prayer. 2. Many of the Pſalms ars 
(as I obſerved before) Forms of Prayer, and 
the Diſſenters make no ſcruple to turn theſe 
Forms of Prayers into Meetre, and then ſing 
them Line by Line after the Miniſter. As 
for Example : The firſt Verſe of the fifth 
Palm, runs thus, in. the Tranſlation they 

2) 


Cive ear unto mP wozds, D Loyd, 
mp medications weigh ; 
Pear my ſoud cry, mp King, my Godz 
Foz I co thee will p2ay. __ 
15 


- 


48 Of Prayer, Chap. It 
This is as much a Form of Prayer, as any in 
the Litany, and by their uſing it as they 
they plainly practiſe Praying by a Form : 
do further alſo allow, "That Prayers, as well 
as Praiſes,may be offered to God with /mging, 
and thatthey may repeat their Forms of Prayer 
after the Miniſter. With what Reaſon then 
can it beſaid againſt us, That a Form of Prayer 
ſung in Verſe,and after the Miniſter's Read. 
ing it, is Commendable; but the ſame aid 
or ſung in proſe, is unlawful ? 

5. Extemporary conceived Prayers, may 
want theſe i 7 


ritual qualifications of Prayer, 
as I believe will not be denied by thoſe tha 
contend moſt for them, and they often are 
manifeſtly deficient ; being ſometimes per 
formed without Reverence 'or Decency df 
Expreflion,and by ſome even without Un- 
derſtanding ; and where theſe Qualificati 
ons are found,others may be wanting, The 
Scriptures obſerve, Thaz 4 Man may mak 
long Prayers,and yet have a Mind dispos'd to 
devour Widows Houſes. He may want Faitl 
Humility, Fervency, and 4ffance in God,and 
yet be able to Pray without @ Form : And 
therefore ſuch Prayers are not always Accej 
table to God. 

6. Therefore when God promiſes t& 
Spirit of Grace and of Supplications to his Pec 
ple, Zach. 12, 10. this promiſe doth note 


tend to enable all Men who are Gb 
| i 
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dren, to conceive with their Hearts,and ex” 
prefs with their Mouths,convenient Deſiress 
without a Form: foras I ſhewed before,every 
one to, whom God gives a Heart and Diſpo- 
ſition to pray,has the Spirit of Prayer,and he 
who from this Principle offers up his Deſires 
to God in a Form,prays acceptably ; and he 
that offers them without that principle, tho” 
hedo it in unpremeditated and extemporary 
Words,is rejected,and therefore the Spirit of 
Prayer is the Grace, the Heart, the Diſpoſi- 
tion and Ability to pray,and whether it be 
with,or withouta Re Cach a Man's Prayers 
are acceptable to God ; and 'tis greatly ſuper- 
ſtitious to think or teach otherwiſe. If God 
give us a Heart to pray, and by his Provi- 
dence hath provided us a Form to expreſs our 
Deſires in, or enables us to make one, 'ris 
ſufficient, and we ought to be thankful. 
7.In confirmation of this Account of the 
Spirit of Prayer, we may further obſerve, 

1. That no Worſhip is acceptable to God, 
that is-not offer'd to Him in Spirit and Truth, 
Fobn iv. 24. and therefore the Scripture re- 
commends to us Prayers in and by the Spirit; 
but that praying with the Spirit, doth not 
hgnifie extemporary, unpremeditated Pray- 


_ ers, or exclude Forms, will appear from 


with the Spirit,I will ſing with the Underſtand- 
[ «| L . 


1 Cor. xiv. 15. I will pray with the Spirit, 
I will pray with the Underſtanding, I will Jong 


ing 


50 Of Prayer, Chap. 1 
ing alſo, Here we find ſinging with the Sp 
rit, as well as Praying with it ; and whoeyer 
ſings otherwiſe, doth not worſhip God ashy 
ought ; buttho' we are obliged to ſing with 
theSpirit, yet we muſt and ought to fingin 
the Congregation, with a ſet Form of Ward, 
and gy for the ſame RANG, _ we 

ray with the Spirit, we may pray by a ſet ani 
ng Form , Words : The A ſpiritu 
Songs conſiſt of a ſet Form of impoſed Word, 
ando may the moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Pray- 
mg therefore with the Spirit in this place, 5 
fo far from meaning, or being an Argument 
for the Uſe of extemporary unpremeditated 
Prayers, that itis ratheran Argumentagainf 
them: For either we are obliged by it to 
ſing to God in extemporary Hymns, or we 
are not obliged to pray to Him in extempo6- 
rary Prayers ſince it is unreaſonable to in- 
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terpret /mging with the Spirit, in one ſenſe, 


and praying with the Spirit in a contrary. 


2. And to confirm this further, we find, 
the moſt ſpiritual Perſons addrefling them-, 


ſelves to God in Forms ; fodid Mefes, 10 did 
David, as I obſerved before; and fo did our 
Saviour himſelf on the Croſs, when in his 


Agony he repeated the firſt Verſe of Pal. xx 


in Syriack, and as ſome beficve the hol 
Paln 

to us Forms of Prayer in his dying Breath, 
as the moſt proper means of expretfiing out 


m; by which Aa, He recommendethÞ.” 


condition, 
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tondition to God, and as moſt ſuitabl® to 
the Divine Majeſty ; and therefore Pray- 
ing — in the Spirit, Ephel. vi. 18. Praying in 
ihe Holy Ghoſt, Jude 2.0. and with the Spirit, 
1 Cor. xiv. 15. fignifie praying with Grace in 
Bf thr Hearts, by the Affiſtance and Motion of 
the Holy Spirit: And a Man may as wal 
pray with Grace in his Heart, when he 
aj: by a Form, as ſing with Grace in his 
cart, when he /mgs by a Firm. R 
3. We have a Promite that God's Spirit 
will afliſt us with this Grace in our Hearts, 
but we haveno Promiſerthat He will help us 
to Words without the uſe of Forms; as will 
r frotn Rom. viii. 26. 'The Spirit alſo 
peth our Infirmities, for we know not what 
ve (bould pray for as we ought, bit the Spirit it 
> elf maketh Interceſſion for us with groanings 
" What cannot be uttered ; thole Inward Motions 
"Wn the Heart, called here Groanings, are that 
race in the Heart with which we ought 
o pray, and to which the Spirit of God 
oth, and indeed only can help us, and to 
rey with this Grace, 1s to pray in and with 
beSpirit, whether weuſe Words or no; and, 
we do uſe them, whether we reduce chem 
to 2 Form firſt,or pour them forth as they 
relent themſelves to our Minds z but we 
aveno Promiſe that the Holy Ghoſt will al- 
ys furniſh us with fit words on all occaſk 
Fs, and therefore ought not to preſume 
lar He will. K 2 4: Tis 
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Fm for the uſe of the Church when they 
came together. That this is the meaning of 
having a Pſalm,&c. in this place, will appear 
very probable, not only from the word ; 
which naturally import this, and can hardly 
be otherwiſe interpreted, but likewiſe from 
| the Apoſtles making a difference between 
what theſe Prophets had prepared, and what 
was revealed immediately atthe time of their 
being together, werſ. 30. If any thing be re- 
vealed to another that ſitteth by, let the firſt bold 
Tl bis peace. Which ſhews that theſe Pſalms,8&c. 
were to give place to ſuch as were immedi- 
i ately inſpired : So far were theſe inſpired 
* Men from countenancing an extemporary, 
Y unpremeditated way of ſerving God, except 
where there was an immediate Revelation for 
it, and ſo utterly void of Scripture proof is 
this great principle or the Diſſenters Worſhip, 
© that che Spirit of Prayer is given to every one of 
the Faithful to enable them to conceive with the 
Heart, and expreſs with their Tongues their ne= 
W ſites to God without a Form of Prayer. 

8. It lies therefore, my Friends, on yohr 
Teachers who are of this perſwaſion to pro- 
duce plain Scripture for your principles, or 
elſe to confeſs that you have laid aſide Prayers 
by Forms commands by God,and practiſed by 
Holy Men in Scriptures, to make room for 
this way of Praying of Men's own invention. 
But further, that place,” Ecc.v.1,2, ſeems to 
 } me 


54 Of Prayer, . Chap. 
me to affordaſtroang Argument againſt ſuch 
Prayers, When tho goeſt to the Houſe of Gad, 
=— Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and let not t 

Heart be haſty to utter any thing before God: fa 


God i in Hearven, and thou upon Earth ; There, 
fore bet thy words be few. It is hard to fay 
what it is to be raſh with our Mouths,or haſty 
Fo utter any thing before God, if it be not raſb. 
' eſs to truſt the exprefling all our deſires to 
ſuch uncertain and unpremeditated words, as 
our invention ſuggeſts unto us, when we 
come before him, which (as Thave ſhewed) 
the Scriptures give us no promiſe of bei 
ſupplied to us by the Spirit on ordinary oc- 
caſions. I appeal to you whether it would 
not be looked on as raſhneſs for an ordina 
Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, or ſolemn 
ſembly, concerning a Matter of great Mo- 
ment in Words unpremeditated and unfor 
med, and we ſhall hardly find any fo raſhas 
to venture on it. King Solomon here ſeems 
to have recommended the ſame Modelly 
to Men in their Addreſſes to God, 

But in as much as God has not exprelly 
forbidden all extemporary Prayers, would not 
be underſtood by this to condemn all ſueh 
as unlawful. There may be ſome Men 
(tho* not very many) able to expreſs them- 
ſelves 11gaiticantly and decently, cxtempore 
and there are ſome occaſions that require it 
even in Publick; and on theſe _ 

when 
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when a Man has not time allowed him to 
reduce his Deſires into Form before he offers 
them, he may depend on the afliſtance of 
God's Spirit, as we may in all other caſes of 
Neceſlity, or at leaſt hope for Pardon of 
courſe to our Infirmities : But to depend on 
that Spirit,. and neglect the Means God has 
given us to provide our ſelves, looks ſo like 
tempting him, that we ought carefully to 
avoid it: And I find prudent modeſt Men 
are aware of this, and tho' they be very fa- 
mous for extemporary Prayers, yet they 
pray really as much by a Formas if they had 
the Commen-Prayer before them. The Se- 
cret is only this, they compoſe Forms of Pray- 
x of ſeveral ſorts, digeſt them well in their 
Minds, and commit them to Memory ; fo 
that they can, on occaſion, ranſboks the 
Parts of them, change, add, or leave out, 
2 they ſee Reaſon ; and thus they are, in 
effe&t, provided with a Form, tho' the Pec- 
ple cannot perceive it, and admire them for 
their readineſs and fluency. Ir is eaſie for 
any Man of moderate Parts to manage the 
Matter thus, but the more ignorant and or- 
dinary Preachers that know not, or are not 
capable of the Method of it, fall into ve 
indecerit and vain Repcetitions, and are of- 
ten at a loſs when they ſtrive to practiſe 
this way of Addrefling to God, 


E 4 Ano- 


56 Of Prayer, Chap.ll, 
Another Account may be piven of theſe 
ſeeming Extemporary Prayers not much 
different from the former, namely, That 
ue Men who make a Conſcience of ſecret 
rayer to God,aud havegrown up in a con- 
ſtant Diſcharge of this Duty, do by degrees 
fall into a Form even with themſelves ; for 
how much ſoever their Prayers were Extem- 
pore at firft, yet having continual Occaſion of 
praying to God for the famethings,they find 
in time that there is but one beſt way of ex 
refling*the ſame thing ; which neceſſarily 
cads to a Form. However, the various 
Ways they made uſe of before they ſettled 
on one, ſerve them as ſo many Forms when 
they come in publick: And by changing df 
theſe, they ſeem to pray Extempore. 

10, Laſtly, let me obſerve that the uſe 
of Extemporary conceived Prayers,even in caſes 
of neceflity, is founded on a general Rule 
of Scripture only, which commands us to 
ask of God what we lack : Of which Rule 


ſet up 


nera 


premeditated Forms in the ordinary Worſhip 
of God,and turn God's way out of his Wor: 
ſhip tomake room for oneof our own; Thi 
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is to diſplace a particular Command of God 
on pretence of guiding our ſelves by a ge- 
neral one : In which we are not only more 
liable to miſtakes,but we fail of paying due 
reſpe&t to God's Direftions. For general 
Commands ought only to takeplace in ſuch 
Caſes where God has not laid down a par- 
ticular Rule. 

And thusI have examined the Firſt Prin- 
ciple of Diſſenters ; That the Spirit of Prayer 
is given to dll the Children of God, whereby 
they are enabled to Conceive with the Heart, and 
wh with the Mouth convenient Deſires to 
God. 

IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Second ; 
That all Forms of Prayer are unlawful to Chri- 
ftians ; and that it 15'a Sin to join in a Wor- 
ſhip where they are uſed, or ſo much as to be pre- 
ſent at it. If there be any of you for whom 
[ intend theſe Papers, of this Opinion, as 
I fear ſome of you are, and all of you do 
in your Practice comply. with thoſe that 
maintain it, and therefore cannot acquir 
your ſelves from countenancing it ; Idelire 

ou to obſerve, That if there were no harm 
in the Opinion, or if it were a meer Spe- 
culation, we ſhould not be much concerned 
at their Miſtake. But by what I have 
ſhewed of the Scripture Authority of Forms, 
it is plain, That they who maintain this 
Principle, donot only teach for Dottrines the 
Command= 


58 Of Prayer, - Chap.1l, 
Commandments of Men ; but, in effet, ſe 


themſelves np above Chriſt, and counter. 
mand what he has required, They not on- 


>=, ly add to the Goſpel a new Command, by 


teaching that to be Unlawful, which Chritt 
has no where Condemned ; but they teach 
that to be Unlawful, which he has poſitive- 
ly Commanded. Whoever therefore do 
Teach Forms of Prayers to be Unlawful, or 
Countenance thoſe that do Teach this Do- 
&rine of Men, cannot acquit themſelves 
from the Imputation of Reſiſting the Holy 
Ghoſt, by whoſe Inſpiration the Word of 
God is penn'd. 

I can foreſee only One thing that can be 
alledged in favour of thoſe who maintain this 
Opinion: And 'tis, That to Pray with, or 
without a Form (excepting the Lord"s-Prayer) 
is in ic ſelf indifferent; and that therefore 
the aſſerting the Uſe of Forms, is not a Mat- 
ter of ſuch weight, as.co juſtifie our Con- 
tending with our Brethren about it ; and chat 
it {ſeems Uncharitable in us to infilt on a 
thing which they are fully perſwadedis Un- 
lawful, and weour ſelves count indifferent. 

I, But in Anſwer to this, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, Fir/#, That an Opinion which ne- 
ceſlarily divides him who believes it from the 
Communion of all the Eſtabliſhed Churches 
in the World, cannot be of fo little moment 
as the Objections would make it. And RO 
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this Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms 


hey wb, ſince there neither is, nor has 
n any Eſtabliſhed Church 

theſe x500 Years, but has See Dweland 
maintained their Lawtulneſs, Di $ Book of 
and uſed them in the Service : 

of God ; and therefore who- 

ever believesthem to be Unlawful, in what- 
ever Age he had lived, he muſt have ſepa- 
rated from-all the Eſtabliſhed Churches of 
the Warld at that time: and ſurely an Opi- 
nion that neceſſarily produces ſuch a Divi- 
fion, muſt be of mighty Conſequence, 
whether true or falſe, and ought to be 
carefully examin'd ; and it falſe, to be zea- 
louſly oppoſed. Bur, 

2. I{uppoſeit will be granted, That Eat- 
ing Swine's Fleſh,or Drinking Wine, areas 
indifferent as uſing a Form of Prayer, and of 
leſs Concern to.the Souls of Men ; and that 
therefore to Teach theſe to be unlawful, 
would be as innocent a Miſtake, as to Teach 
the Unlawfulneſfs of Forms, For if we com- 
pare theſe two dedtrines together, and the 

iſchiefs that each of them have, or may 
hereafter produce ; it is hardly conceivable, 
that the forbidding the Uſe of ſome parti- 
cular Meats, ſhould have ſo many ill Eres 
the Forbidding Form of Prayer has had al- 
ready. Yet it is obſervable how St. Paul 
judges of that Doctrine, 1 7im. 4. 1, - the 

' aticr 


60 Of Praiſes, Chap. I, 
latter times (faith he) ſome ſball depart from the 
faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and Do 
trines of devils —-— Forbidding to marry, and 
to abſtain from meats, which God hath created 
to be received with thankſgiving. You ſee here 
S. Paul counts it a Departure trom the Faith, 
and a Dodtrine of Devils, to forbid, as Un- 
lawful in it ſelf,any fort of Meat which God 
has created forthe Uſe of Man: And if it be 
ſo Criminal, to Teach any fort of Meat to 
be Unclean, when God has not Forbidden 
it ; then ſure, to Teach a Form of Prayer to 
be Unlawful, when God has Commanded 
it, muſt be a very ill Do&rine. And this 
Conſideration alone ought to make thoſe 
who maintain it, or any ſuch Dodtrine 
whereby they are obliged to condemn their 
Brethren as practiſing unlawful Things, to 
examine it carefully and imparrtially by the 
Word of God, leaſt they be impoſed on by 
ſcducing Spirits. 

The great Deſign of the Devil, is,to bring 
us into an entire Subjection to his Will. But 
when he deſpairs of this, his next Attempt 
is, to ſhare with God in our Obedience ; 
and impoſe new Commands of his On upon 
us, as if they were God's, and ſo toprocure 
himſelf to be obey'd. This he doth moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully, by giving them an Appearance of 
Religion, and of more then ordinary ſtrittneſs. 
Thus in S.Pas!'s timg under colour of Moyr- 

tification 
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tification, he forbad Meats and Mrvriage, as 
lawful, which God had allowed ; ſpeaking 
Lyes in Hypocrifie, and under ſhow of Religion. 
And thus, 'tis to be feared, hehas prevailed 
on ſome, under colour ofgreater Spiriruality, 
to abſtain from Forms of Prayer, as Unlaw- 
ful, which God has enjoyned. 

And here it is very remarkable, That 
where-ever the Devil gains this Point with 
Men, and brings them to believe a thing to 
be forbidden by God, which he has not for- 
| bidden, he ſoon brings a ſuper-added Com- 
mand of his Own, in Compe:ition with ſome 
of God's, and prevail with them to preferc 
bs Commands to God's; and fo plungeth 
thenr-into direct Di/obedience, which was his 
Deſign at firſt. Thus when he had pre- 
vailed with Men to abſtain from Marriage, 
they ſoon fell not only to- Commit Fornica- 
tion, but even, in ſome caſes, to Alloy it, 
rather than Marriage, (as the Papiſts do.) 
And by perſwading Men to abſtain from 
Forms of Prayer, as unlawful, he ha: deprived 
them, in many places, of all Opportunity of 
Publick Wop: and made them chuſe ra- 
ther not to ferve God art all in Publick, than 
with a Form; which is the Caſe of many 
Thouſands now in this Kingdom, who wor- 
ſhip God publickly no where. But, 

3- This Doctrine, ofthe Unlawfulnefs of 
Praying by Forms, is noſuch indifferent thing, 

that 


62 Of Praiſes, Chap. 1, 
that we may ſafely indulge Men in their own 
ſenſe about it ; ſince it is very apt to yall 
them up, and make themtake falſe meaſurg 
in judging of their own Condition and of 

the intluence of God's Spirit upon them. 
We know that all ga9d Men have the Spi 
ritof God, andare guided and influenced by 
itinthe whole tenor of their Lives; we make 
nodoubt but they are afliſted by Himin their 
Prayers, but no lefs in forgiving an Injury, 
or reſiſting a Temptation;zand hisinfluenceon 
a good M's Mind is rather greaterand more 
ſenſible in theſe and other Acts of Religion, 
than in Prayer. Love, Foy, Peace, Longs 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meek, 
. Temperance, are the m_ the Spirit, Gal. v. 
22. And itis principally by thele we ought 
to conclude that we nn that Spirit. But the 
Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms of Pray= 
er,on a per{waſion that the Spirit of God enables 
- every Child of God to conceive with the Heart, 
and expreſs withthe Mouth ſuitable deſires, enti- 
tles every onetoGod'sSpirit in ſome meaſure, 
that is ableto expreſs himſelfin apt and fluent 
Words, tho' without the other Graces of the 
Spirit, and expoſes every one to deſpair, that 
is not ableto do this, as looking og himfelfro 
be deſtiture of the Spirit, tho* otherwiſe 
meek, humble, and charitable, and endowed 
with fuch Graces as are much more certain 
ſigns of his preſence. Nay, fo far are many 
deluded 
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deluded by this Opinion,that they judge them- 
ſelves or others Children of God, and in his 
Favour, according as they are more or leſs 
endowed with this Gift, without reſpe& to | 
other Qualifications. And I dare appeal to 
gour ſelves, Whether ſome very Immoral Perſons 
puilty of groſs and ſcandalous Crimes, have not 

eminent for this Gift of Prayer ? And 
whether ſuch Perſons are not apt to flatter 
themſelves that they arethe Children of God, 
and endowed with his Spirit, norwithſtan- 
ding all their Wickedneſs? And it is impofli- 
ble eicher to convince theſe Perſons of their 
miſtake, or to comfort poor Ignerant People, 
dejet only for want of this Gift, whilſt 
they. are poſſeſſed with this Opinion of the 
Unlawfulneſs of Forms. 

Which in the 4th. place ought not to bs 
countenanced or indulged as an indifferent 
thing becauſe it has been a great hindrance 
to ſecret Devotion: Every Chriſtian ought at 
leaſtrwice a Day to addreſs himſelfto Godin 
ſecret Prayer ; but a great part of the World 
cannot do it without a Form; Children and 
ignorant Perſons are at a loſs for Words, and 
even other People, are often not able to find 
them readily, eſpecially when weatied, dull, 
or indiſpoled,as 15 ſometimes the condirion of 
the beſt Chriſtians; this makes ſecret Prayer, 
at leaſt 2 conſtant regular courſe of it, uneaſie 
to moſt that are abſolutely againſt all on 
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64 Of Prayer, Chap. It 
of Forms,and it occaſions too many to negle& 
it, which otherwiſe would not: And as for 
Children and Ignorant People amongſt thoſe of 
this Perſwaſion, I am well aſſured many of 
- them never bow their Knees in ſecret tg 
God ; and ſeveral of thoſe thatare grown up, 
are forced to ſpeak aloud, or cannot pray 
at all, which is againſt the nature of ſecret 
Prayer ; and expoſes not only the Perſons 
that uſe it to the cenſure of Hypocreſie, but 
the Duty to Contempt. *Tis on this account. 
that the Pious Cuſtom of Training up % 

People to a conſtant Courſe of Devotion, 1n thar 
Morning and Evening ſecret Prayers,is too 
univerſally laid aſide among you, as I have 
found by experience,and for the truth of the 
Obſervation Idare appeal to all of the Diſſen- 
ters, On the contrary,l am well aſſured that 
there cannot be a more effetual or eaſieme- 
thod to revive and continue this regular and 
conſtant uſe of ſecret Prayers,than to oblige 
every one to ſome certain Formsevery Morn- 
ing and Evening,which they may not omit, 
whatever other Prayers they uſe: Bur this 
can never be done whilſt the Opinion of the 
unlawfulneſs of Forms prevails; and therefore 
all good People are obliged to oppole it, as 
they would retrieve the conſtant uſe of ſe- 
cret Prayers; which ſhews that this is no in- 
different matrer,as the objection would ſug- 
geſt, but of great weight,and fit ro be con- 
tended for. I will 
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.-I will not mention ſonie ather Reaſons that 
are of great moment, becauſe they ' would 
but exaſperate; 'and tend to make: the D 

of Prayer, when-performed extempore, rid 
culons, which.31 Men might extend (as6fit 
$90 often happens) to expole Deworion in gt» 
neral ; ſucty are the indecent Expreſſions 
which ſometimes fall from Perſons that pray 
thus : Iwill only obſerve to you, that Ex- 
temporary Prayers of ſome Preachers have too 
often given occaſion ofOffence toſeriousPer- 
ſons even among your ſelves.” Tis certain,that 
to print ſome of them, as they had been 
ſpoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of are 


printed, would not be for the Henowr of the 


Holy Spirit, to whom they are aſcribed, nor 
much recommend them to ſerious Men. 
But I eſteem it an ill thing for Men to rid 
tule one anothers Dewotion whatever it is.” 
V. There remains yet the Third Opinion of 
Diſſenters which they Advance againſt us'in 
this matter of Prayer, to be Examined, That 
the Miniſter is the Mouth of the Congregation, 
and that the People bawe nothing todo but togoyn 
with bi in their Hearts ; An Opinion far from 
any Authority of Scripture, , which.expreſly 
requires us, Roms. 15. 6. with one Mind, and 
me Mouth, to Glorifie God :: We producethis, 
and many other Places, and, Examples in 
Xripture, for' the People's; joyning their 
Voices, and bearing - part. in their —_— 
an 
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and Prayers ; and we are aſſured there isn6 
Scriptureforbids it ;and therefore when you 
ndemn it, or teach it to be Unlawful,we 
ahuſt charge it uport ow, as ati inftance of 
Mag Teaching for Dofrines the \Commandmeniz 
Men. Which is all I think fieedful to'by 
id to this Head, after what I have ſhewe 
before in defence of our contrary practice 
from Scripture ; and, I think, ſufficient to 
anduce you ſeriouſly to conſider it. 

And thus, Ipreſume, I have faithfully ex 
amined the Rules and Examples the Scrip- 
tures afford us for the performance of tha 
part of our publick Worſhip that conſiſts in 

rayers, and compared the-Service of our 
Church, and the Diſſenters way of Praying, 
with them, and madeit appear that our pets 
formance of this Duty, both as to the Matte .. 
and .Manner is agreeable to the Command 
ments of God, and to the Examples of Hoe 
1y.Men recorded in - Scripture : And | 
the Service the Diſſenters have ſubſtituted in 
.the room thereof, has in many particulats 
:laid aſide.. God's Commands, and deſerted 
the Examples of Scripture, and is in the 
main part thereof and immediate Invention 
Aden. | 
- And intreat you whoare of this Perſu 
dion, and adhere totheſe Principles of Wor, 
-ſhip which have now mentioned,and ſhew-ſ, 
ed to bediſagrecable to Scripture, to col tw 
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der ſeriouſly whether you are not thereby li- 
wrally guilty of that Sin with which our S- 
viowr taxeth the Jews, Mark. 7.5. of Teachi 

for Doftrines the Commandments of Men ; An 

alfo of that Superſtition condemned by. St. 
Paul, Col. 2. 21. which faith, Touch not, tafte 
wt 3 handle not, (that is, which teaches to 
forbear thoſe things - which God has made 
Lawful) after the Doftrines and Commandments 
ef Men : And I beleech God to enlighten 
ur Minds to make a true Judgment in it, 
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you may deliver your Souls, 
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CHAP. II. 

4 Of HEARING. 
; SECT. I. 


Phat the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


concerning it. 


=. 


NE great Deſign of our Chriſtian 
Aiſembliesis Hearing,and that which 
$to-be heard is the Ford of God. I ſhall pro- 

eeed in examining this, in the ſame manner 
4&1 have done in the former Chapters; And 
"conſider, Firſt, What Directions the Scrip- 
tures afford us for the publick —_— 

# © 
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of this Duty. Secondly, Shall compare ont 
own pradqtice with tnem. And, Thirdly; 
That of the Diſſenters. ' 

Firſt then,God has poſitively Commande 
ustoread His Wordin our publick Aſſemblig 
So Deut. 21.10. In the Feait of Tabernacls, 
when all Iſrael is come to x ap before the Lin 
thy Godin the =_ where the Lord ſhall choofs 
Thou ſhalt read this Law before all Tſrael in they 
Hearing. Gather the peop together, Men, We 
men and Children,andthy Stranger that is withi 
thy gates, that they may hear, and that they my 
learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obſerven 
do all the Wards of this Law. And 'tis obſer. 
ved, of. 8. 35. that there was not a word 
all that Moſes Commanided, which Foſhua ve 
not before all the Congregation. 


Neither was this confined to their Solemf* 
Aſſemblies at Feruſalem ; It was likewiſe ry 
conſtant part of their Sabbath Service in ther * 
Synagogues. As we may learn from 8 
13. 14. where it is obſerved, that Paul 
Barnabas went into the Synagogue on the Sabbaii - 


day, and ſate down ; end after the reading 
the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Po 
nagrgues ſent unto them, 8c. and St. Paul take 2g 
notice, verſe 27, that the Prophets wers rea 
every Sabbath-day, meaning undoubtedly i 
their Afſemblies. And St. Fames (AF 15 
21.) of Moſes his being read in the Symago 

every Sabbath-day, | 
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| -1T. This reading the Law was the grear, 
| and moſt effeftual means God provided for 

ervingthe knowledgeof himſelf amongſt 
is People ; and where it was omitted, = 
People immediately ſunk into 1dolarry ; and 
thebeſt Reformation began, and was carried 
on by Reſtoring this Ordinance. Thus 'tis 
obſerved of Foſtab, 2 Chron. 34. 29. that he 
Fri together all the Elders of Fudaband 


falem — And all the Inhabitants of Feru- 
m, and the Prieſts and the Levyites, and all 
the people great and ſmall, and be read in their 
eats all the words f the book of the Covenant 
that was found in the Houſe of the Lord, The 
'J like is obſerved of Ezra, Neb. 8. 2. ' And he 
nad therein before the ſtreet that was before the 
Water-gate, from Morning until Mid-day, before 
the Men and the Women, and all that could under- 
fand. *Tis remarkable that after the Capti- 
nicy, the Fews never fell into 1dolatry : and 
I the chief reaſon given by themſelves was the 
frict Obſervation of this Ordinance of God, 
{the Law being conſtantly read to them after- 
wards publickly in their Synagogues ; fo 
powerfully doth God bleſs his own Ordinan- 
J& to preſerve thoſethat uſe them from Er- 
ior and Sin. 
1 IILFromthe Praftice of the Synagogue in 
reading the Law and the Propbers,thelike Or- 
der was brought into the Chriſtian Church; 
ad Reading was made a part of the Office 
| _ "Io of 
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the Chriſtian Elders, as it was befoie of the 


Fewiſh, And hence it is that Timothy is Com- 


manded by St. Paul, 1 Tim. 4. 1 ?,To give ats 
rendance toreading as well as to Exhortation and 
Dottrine, And the inſpired Writings of the 
Apoſtles were read in the Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies as well as the Law and Prophets amo 
the Few's ; according to St. Paul's Comman 
Col. 2. 16, When this Epiſtle xs read amongſt you, 
cauſe that it alſo be read in the Church of the 
Laodiceans, and that ye likewiſe read the Epiſtle 
from Laodicea, And it was but reaſon, ſince 
the Goſpel contained the Chriſtian Law, 
thar itſhould be read in the Chriſtian Aﬀems- 
blies, as well as the Law of Moſes was in the 
Synagogues. And that it was ſo read in the 
firſt Chrifiian Aiſemblies, I might ſhew by 
many Inſtances out of the Ancient Fathers, 
if there were occaſion. 


IV. This publick Reading the Law wasof Þþ 
ſo great Reputation, that iris termed Preach. 


ing it; as we may fſce from 4&s 15. 21. For 
Moſes of old time hath in every City them that 
preach him, being read in the Synagogues every 
Sebbath-day. The word Preaching hasa pecu- 
liar ſence in the New 7Tefament, and ſignifies 
properly to Declareor Proclaimthe Word of 
God, as a Herauld or Cryer proclaims the 
Laws or Orders of a King. Hence only 
thoſe that Proclaim'd the Goſpel to ſuch as 


L.adnot heaxditbefore, or read the O/4 Teſta- Fi 
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ment to the People, are ſaid to: Preach. Preg- 


hirtation ; and 'tis obſervable, that in the 
whole New Teſtament,tho' reading the Scrip- 
tures is called Preaching, yet interpreting 
them, applying them, or exhorting the Peo-« 
ple from them in a Chriſtan Auditory, is 
EY never called by chat name. 

If it be objefted that St. Payl is ſaid to 
feach to the Diſciples, 4&#s 20.7. when he 
only in probability made a Sermon, or Ex- 
hortation to Believers,as is uſual now ; Ian- 
fwer,that the Original of this Word (Naaizaro) 
vnevertranſlated preach in any other placeof 
the New Teſtament, and ſhould not have 

been here, but diſcours'd, diſputed, ſpake, or 
rwſon'd; fo it is tranſlated in 4#s 17. 2, 17. 
18, 19. 19. 8, 9. Heb. 12. 5,c. forthe Ori- 
final Words which properly ſignifie preach- 
Sir are xzevayand waſynnito. From all which 
is manifeſt that there are only two ways 


- 


| 6&1: How Warranted by Scripture. 7x- 
ching is diftinguiſhed from Teaching and Exe + 


| Þy which the Wordof Godisproperly preach- 


; the firſt is, when it is declared to thoſe 
\ What never heard of it before ; and the ſe- 
Fond is, when the very words of the Scrip- 
; Pure are read* publickly to the People as a 
 KCryer doth-a Proclamation, which he doth 
ot word himſelf, but reads it in the words 
' {@-which it is delivered to him. 
; | In ſhort, The Scriptures are Sermons out of 
ie Mouth of God, being dictated by his 
| F 4 Holy 
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Holy Spirit ; for the Reading%of which te 
the People for their Convittion and Inſtruttion, 
there is a peculiar Command of God ; and 
where this Ordinance is duly obſerved, then 
they are ſure of the Word of Life '; and 'tis 
impoſlible they ſhould be ignorant of their 
Duty, for tbe Scriptures are ſufficient to make 
them wiſe to Salvation; andthe hearing them 
with Een Attention, is a Means 
ſufficient to beget Faith in the Hearts of 
thoſe that hear them; for they are profitabl 
for Dottrine, for Reproef, for Correttion, fat 
Inſtruttion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of 
God may be perfect ,througbly furniſhed to all good 
Works, as we ſee 1 Tim. 111. 16, 17. 

V. We find in Holy Scripture, that the Pub 
lick Reading of the Word of God was with 
great Solemnity. "Tis obſerved Nehem, viii 
5- When Ezra opened the Book, all the people 
food up, and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, tbe great 
God ; and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their bands and they bowed their 
beads, jo. worſhipped the Lord with their face 
t0-the ground ; and I find it generally agreed, 
that both the Readers and Hearers ſtood up 
whilſt the Law was read, tho' not when 
other things were read or taught ; henceit 
is obſerved, Luke iv. 16. that our Saviour 
food ”p for to read ; and Verſ. xx. after do- 
fing the Book, that he ſat down to teach : 
Hence, Rey. 5 .God is repreſented in mn: 
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fon to the High-Prieff, with a Book in his 
Right Hand, containing the Revelations of 
his Will ; and the Lamb, as his Miniſter, 
takes it out of his Hand to declare the Con- 
rents of it ; and Verſ. viii. When he had ta- 
hen the Book the four Beaſts and four and twenty 
Elders fell down before the Lamb. And 
they ſung a new ſong: The Angels join with 
them, Yerſ. 11. and the whole Creation, 
Verſ. 13. From whence we fee the Sc:ip- 
tures teach us to receive the Revelations of 
God's Will out of the Book of Life, with 
Adoration and Praifes : And therefore we 
find that at the reading the Law, Confef- 
fions, and Praiſes of God, were intermix- 
ed, and ſucceeded one another, Nb. ix. 3. 
And they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
Book of the Lord their God, one fourth part of 
the Day, and another fourth part they Confeſſed 
and worſhipped the Lord their God. 

VL We find that the Word of God is to 
be read in ſuch a Language asthe Peopleun- 
derſtand. After the Caprivicy, the People 
being Born and Educated ina ſtrange Land, 
their Language was changed, and they did 
not underſtand, at leaſt Univerſally, the 
pure Hebrew in which the Law was firſt 
written z therefore when Ezra read in the 
Law, a certain number of the Prieſts and 
Levites interpreted the Words of the Law, 
& Ezra read them to the People :; Neb. *.. 

X 8, And 
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8, And they cauſed the people to underſtond the 
Law, and ihe people food in their place; ſo they: 
read in the Book, in the Law of God diſtin&ly, 
and gave the ſenſe, and cauſed them to under. 
ftand the reading : And this Cuſtom continu». 
eth amang the Jews to this Day : firſt the 
Hebrew Text is read, and then a Tranſlati- 
on or Paraphraſe,in a Language underſtood 
by the Hearers. And indeed there may be 
good reaſon for reading the Originals in 
Publick Aſſemblies, ſuch a Cuſtom being an 
effetual ' means to preſerve the knowledge: 
of them ; - but they cannot be uſeful to the 
People without a Tranſlation. Therefore 
St. Paul doth not abſolutely forbid ſpeaking 
in unknown Tongues in the Church, but 
orders, 1 Cor. xiv. 27. Let one interpret ; but 
if there be no Inerpreter, let him keep filence in 
the Church. 

_ VII. We find that after reading the Word 
of God, there was ſometimes an Enlarge- 
ment or Comment on ſo:ne part of it, and- 
an Exhortation to the People: Thus when 
our Saviour had read a porcion of Scripture, 
He applied it to the People in a Diſcourle 
to that purpoſe. Bur it doth not appear that 
this was conſtantly done,on the contrary it is 
ratherprobablethat it wasnot. For had there 
been a conſtant Proviſion for ſuch Enlarge- 
ment,and Expoſition of the Law,and Exhor- 
tation from it,therehad beenno occaſion oy 
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the Rulers of the Synagogue, A#s 14: 15. ter 
ſand to St. Paul.and Barnabas, after the read- 
ing of the Law and Prophets, that Meſſage 
we find there, 7? Men and Bretbren, if ye- 
bave any Word of Exhortation for the es 


ſay on. St. Paul {uppoſes him who Teachet, 


and him whoſe Office it was to Exbert, di- 
fin&t from him that Ruled, and him that 
Miniſfred, Rom. xit. And it doth not appear 
that every Church was furniſhed with all 
theſe Officers. The ſame St. Pau! joined Ex- 
bortation and Dettrine with Readmg, in his 
Charge to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 1. which 
hews that they went together, bur whether 
indiſpenſibly or no, doth not appear ; tho” 
it is manifeſt in the praftice of moſt Chur- 
ches in the Apes after the Apoſtles they 
were all generally exercis'd in the Publick 
Worſhip. 

VIII. Laſtly, Wefindthatthey had a Sum- 
mary of the Principle Doctrinesof the Goſpel, 
which they delivered to the People, and by 
which they ordered their own Diſcourſes, 
and judged of what was delivered by others. 
Thus St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tim. i. 13. Hold 
fatt the Form of ſound Words which thou haſt 
beard of Me ; and Chap. ii. Verl. 2. And the 
things that thou haſt heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thouto faithful Men, 
who ſhall be able 10 reach others: Perhaps this 
may be that proportion of Faith according to 

| | X which 
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which the Prophets are exhorted to pro & 
fie, Rom. xii. 6. I think it is not doubted 
bur this Form of ſound Wards contained the 
main Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; and 
St. Paul tell us what thoſe were, Heb.vi. 1,2, 
* Therefore leaving the Principles of the Dottrine 
of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfettion ; not lay- 
ing again the foundation of Repentance from dead 
Works, and Faith towards God, of the Dofrine 
of Baptiſms, and on of Laying on of Hands, and 
of the Reſurreftion of the Dead, and of the Eter. 


nal Fudgment, In all probability therefore, - 


the Form of ſound Words delivered by 
St. Paul to Timothy, and by him to oth 
contained theſe ſix Heads of Principles 0 
Chriſtianity, which every Chriſtian was 
obliged to hear and learn. 


SECT. II. 


The. Pradlice of our Church” in Reading 
and Preaching the Word. 


Heſe are the Rules and Examples the 
Scriptures propoſe to us for our feeding 
the People with the Word of Life,andtheir 
Hearing it in Publick. Let us inthe ſecond 
place compare the Prattice of our Church with 
them, and ſurely no Copy can come nearer 
the Original, 4 
1. For 
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1. For firſt, Our Miniſters are aquily 
oblig'd in their Ordinarion, diligently to 
read all the Canonical Scriptures of the O/4 
.and New Teſtament unto the People Aſſems 
bled in the Church where they ſhall be ap- 
pointed to ſerve. ; | 
2. Our Church has diſpoſed the Holy 
Scriptures in a certain Order, and has ap- 
pointed four. or more Chapters to be read 
every day in the Publick Congregations,by 
which means all the moſt edifying parts of 
the O14 Teſtament are Ordered ro be read 
oncea year, and the New Teſtament (except 
the Revelations) thrice in the ſame time ; 
And ſome ſele& Chapters of the Revelations 
are appointed on extraordinary occaſions, 
There are indeed ſome Chapters (about one 
tenth) of the Old Teſtament, left out of this 
Order : But then it is to be obſerved, that 
thoſe which are left out, are either Gene- 
alogies, Names of Perſons and Places, Hi- 
ftorical Repetitions, or ſome obſcure and 
myſtical Prophecies in Ezekiel, which are 
not ſo proper foran ordinary Aſſembly (for 
which reaſons, ſome part of the Revelations 
is alſo left out) yet theſe are not excluded, 
tho" nor particularly Commanded. The ge- 
neral obligation on every Clergy-Man in his 
Ordination to read all the Canonical Scriptures 
the Old and New. Teſtament, {till lows 
im to read theſe, and alfo obliges him toir 
when 
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when he ſhall perceive that it may be for 
the edification .of the People. | 

3. Beſides this Order for the whole Scrips 
tures, on every Lord's-day, and other ſolemn 
occaſions, there are-appointed gertain ſele& 
Portions out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels to 
be read, which are adapted to the occaſion; 
and contain ſome great myſtery of our Faith, 
or other weighty matter neceſſary to our 
Edification. 

4. For the more ſolemnity of theſe read. 
ings ; Our Church joins with each of them 
Praiſes, Thanksgivings or Confeflions, ac- 
cording to what we find practiſed in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

5. That the People may benefit, and be 
Edified by hearing the word of God, a plain 
Authentick and moſt excellent Tranſlation is 
provided by publick Anthority,in which the 
Scriptures are read to the People, This was 
the firſt Care of our Church in the Refor- 
mation, and the generality of Diſſenters are 
forced to be beholden to it for the word of 
Life, and draw all the knowledge thatthey 
have from the Fountains which our Biſhops 
= for them, by Tranſlating the word 
of God, and putring it into a Language they 
underſtand. 

6. *Tis ordered in our Church thatthe Mi- 
niſters ſhall explain ſome part of the Hol 
Scriptures every Lord's day, and exhort their 
Congregations in a Sermon, 7. To 
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7. To inculcate the great Myſteries of our 
Faith the better, our Church has appointed 
certain ſolemn times, wherein once in the 
year they are obliged to explain, and incul- 
cate every great Myſtery of our Faith, and 
moſt material pafſages of the Goſpel. Such 
are the Conception, Birth, ' Paſſion, Reſur- 
reaion and Aſcention of Our Sawviowr. 

Laſtly, There is provided a Form of Sound 
Words in a ſhort and plain Catechiſm ; in 
which are contained the firſt principles of the 
Oracles of God ; thisis adapted, as itought 
to be, to the capacity of Children,and is in- 
deed /-rcere Milk, without School Notions, 
or hard words. And all the fix Principles 
which the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
xe brieily explained in it, and = largel 
enough ro make thoſe that attend to it, wiſe 
to Salvation. The Teaching and Explaining 
theſe Fundamentals, is a part of our Pub- 
lick Inſtruction, and injoined as a conſtant 
Duty on Miniſters and People in ourfolemn 
Worſhip. The Miniſter in each Pariſh being 
required diligently upon Sundays and Holy- 
days -— openly in the Church to inſtruct and 
examine ſo many Children of his Pariſhſent 
unto him, as he ſhall think convenient, in 
ſome parr of the Catechiſm, and the People 
are obliged to come at the time appointed, 
and obediently to hear. 


And 
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And by our Twelfth Canon, for the bet. 
ter grounding of the Peoplein thePrincipls 
of Chriſtian Religion, 'tis. ordained, "That 
the Heads of the Catechiſm being divided 
into ſo many parts as there are Swmdaysin the 
year, ſhall be explained to the People in & 
very Pariſh Church. 

This is the care our Church has taken tg 
TeachthePeoplein their Publick Aſſemblies, 
and the method is ſoeffectual, that*tis ſcarce 
conceivable how any one who duly cons 
forms to theſe orders ſhould be ignorant df 
any thing that concerns his Soul. 

And by the Blefling of God, the effe&ty 
ſuch that we may affirm without Vanity or 
Partiality, that ourClergy, and Laity eſpe 
cially where we can prevail with them to 
conform to the Rules of our Church,are ge 
nerally much more knowing,modeſt,gover 
nable, devout and charitable, than perhaps 
may be foundin any other Church,of which 
our late conteſts with the Papiſts, and beh& 
viour under their Government, and ſince 
the preſent Revolution, are Evident proofs 
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SECT. 1ll. 


The Praftice of the Diſſenters in Fearing 
' and Reading the Word. 


Come now to conſider with you m 

Friends who diſſent from us, how this 
great Duty of Teaching the People the Law 
of God is perform'd in your Aﬀemblies,and 
to compare your practice in this point with 
theScripture Rules and Examples. Which I 
ſhall do with the ſame Candour and Integrity 
that I have hitherto endeavoured to obſerve. 

L And here I muſt needs fay that your 
Teachers ſeem to have had very little Regard, 
echer to Scripture-Rules or Examples in 
framinz this part of your Worſhip, having 
laid aſide all thoſe methods of inſtruction that 
the Scriptures recommend to us,exceptit be 
that of Expoſition and Exhortation : Which 
among you iscalled Preaching,in ſo much that 
tho" a Man frequent = eetings all his 
Life, yet he has no ſecurity, or hardly poſ- 
ſibility of learning from yeur publick Teach- 
ings all the great Myſteries of his Religion, 
or the neceffary principles of his Faith. 

1. Fox firſt, your Preachers are intirely 
lefr to their choice what place of Scripture 
they will explain, or what Subje& they will 
handle: And _ happens that hardly 

any 
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any one Man in his life ever goes through 
- the neceſſary Articles of Faith, or of Pra. 
ice in his publick Sermons, and for the 
'Fruth of this, I appeal to your ſelves, 

2. You have no ſummary of Principles 
injoined to be either Read or Taught in 

ur Publick Aſſemblies. A Catechiſm you 
rs but neither your Direttory nor Prattice 
make it any part of your Lord*s-day-Service 
And beſides, your Catechiſm is ſuch, that it 
no ways anſwers the deſign of a Form 
ſound Words. IT have already ſhewed, that 
ſuch a Form ſhould contain only the firſt and 
neceſſary Principles of the Oracles of God, in 
ſuch Words and Methods as may make it ea- 
ſily apprehended and retained by the weak 
and unlearned, which make up the bulk of 
the People. But your Catechiſm is full of 
Hard Words, Schoot Terms, and. Abſtruſe No 
tions, no wiſe neceſſary to be known by the 
generality of Chriſtians, or pofhble to be. 
underitood by Children, or unlearned Per- 
ſons,for whoſe Edification principallya Ca- 
techiſm ought to be colrrived. Beſides all 
this, it is ſo long and intricate, even the 
Shorter, that not one Child in ten ever gets it 
by heart, nor one in five hundred retains it, 


as I have found by experience, aud deſire |, 
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that you would judge of this matter as you the; 
find upon Trial. Laſtly, afterall, ic isims» yg 


perfect ;. ſorue of the Principles of the 4p% fy; 
Ms 
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fles Catechiſm, being quite left out of it, I 
mean /aying on f Hands, joyned with Bap= 
tiſm, Heb.6.2. A great defed ſure in a Ca- 
techiſm to leave oura Fundamental of Chri- 
ſtianity. 

I. But the moſt fad and deplorable defe&t 
of your performance of this Duty, is your 
alling out the reading of the Word of God, 
{from moſt of your Publick Aſſemblies, di- 
'Eredly contrary to God's Inſtitution and Ordie 
Yrce for the In/truttion of his Church ; infos 
much that in many of your Mectings, ſer- 
ting aſide a Verſe or two for a Tex:, or Quo- 
tation at the diſcretion of the Teacher, the 
 EVoice of God is never publickly heard a- 
 mongſt them. This is matter of Fact, and 
, $undeniable ; and in all the Meetings in the 
ENorth of Ireland in a whole Year, perhaps 
there is not ſo much Scripture read,as in one 
' Day in our Church, by the {tricteſt Enquiry 
"Evhich I cou'd make. One would think this 
done were ſufficient to ſhew the People 
where the Worſhip of God is to be found in its 
Parity,and to prove our Aſſemblies to be the 
' Yifue Church of God, againſt all that come in 
' (competition with us ; whereof ſome hide 
be Word of God in a ſtrange Language, and 

Baniſh it out of their Meetings. It 

xing in our Congregations only, that the 
 P'vice of God is heard ſpeaking to his People, 
" I*uhout cover or gloſs. Sure it is a ſad thing 
G 2 that 
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that a Man may go to moſt Meetings ma- 
ny Years, and never hear one intire C 
ter read in them. Now this omiſflion is t 
more inexcuſable in you, and muſt render 
you manifeſtly ſelf-condemned. | 

1. Firſt, Becauſe you ſo vehemently pref 
the neceflity of Preaching, and quote the 
Holy Scriptures to prove it. In which, res 
ding the Law (as is ſhewed before) is termed 
Preaching, As 15. 21. but interpreting the 
Scriptures, applying them, or exhorting the 
Congregation from them in a fixed Chriſtian 
Auditory (which you count Preaching) is ne 
ver called fo in the whole New Teſtament, 
Therefore by laying aſide the reading the 
Scriptures in your Publick Aſſemblies, you 
have intirely caſt aſide Preaching in the pro- 
per Scripture ſenſe of it. But, 

2.This muſt render you ſelf-condemned, 
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becauſe you pretend to honour the Holy 
Scriptures above other Chriſtians : Your 
Mouths, Commendably and with juſt Rex 
ſon,are continually full of the Praiſes of the 
Holy Bible ; you own it, with the general 
ty of the Reformed Churches, for the or 
ufficient Rule of Faith ; you appeal toi 
andſcem to found your ſelves onit: Andye 
your not allowing the reading of it a cor 
ſtant place in your Religious Afſſemblie 
makes it ſeem as if you hada very low Op 


nion of it in your Hearts. If you really v4 
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lae it as you profeſs, why do you baniſh the 
Reading of ic from your publick Worſhip, 
to make room for Diſcourſes, Lectures, and 
Sermons of your own Teachers? Remem- 
ber of whom it is ſaid, (Mark 7. 6.) This 
People honoureth me with their Lips, but their 
Heart is far from me. While you thus juſtle 
the Word of God out of your Solemn 
Meetings, to makeroom for your own Ser- 
Cons Thefoech you to conſider whether this 
be not a laying aſide the Commandments 
of God for Mens Inventions ; unlefs you 
will call your Sermons, (as ſome Quakers 
are ſaid to do) as much the Word of God as 
the Bible. 

HI. I look on this as ſo material a Point, 
and conceivethe Honour of the Holy Scriptures 
and the Salvation of Chriſtians to be fo dee 
ly concerned in it, that I think my ſelf ” 4 

ed to examine the Pretences I havefound 
to juſtifie it ; Tho” I confeſs they ſeem to 
me fo weak, that I am afraid I ſhall be al- 
moſt ſuf by indifferent Perſons not 
to do Juſtice in repreſenting them : For it 
is unaccountable fo any body ſhould urge 
fo ſlight Reaſons for ſo conſiderable an Omiſſi- 

And yet theſe are all I have ever met 
with, or heard from you. 

The firſt Reaſon I have heard urg'd, is, 


"| That the People are obliged to read the Scriptures 


1] # bore, and being thus acquainted with thaw, 
: 
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the Readi them is not neceſſary in their pub! 
lick pre Lf Bur to this 1 Anſwer, as 

1. That we ſee from what has been ſaid, 
That the reading of the Holy Scriptures 15 by 
God's Appointment a part of his ſolemm publick 
Warſhip ; therefore to leave it out in our Aſſem- 
blies, Or any pretence whatſoever, is to lay 4 
fide his Command, and ſo to corrupt and dif. 
ember his Worſhip, 

2, The private performance of a Duty 
ought by no means to interfere with,or hin- 
der the publick. We muſt pray to God, praiſe 
him, and inftru&t our Families in private 
and yet God forbid that,our doing thele pri- 
vately, ſhould baniſh the uſe of them from 
our Fwblick Aſſemblies ; or that any one ſhould 
chink himſelf excuſed from Atcending on 
the Publick Performance of them, on ac- 
cqunt of his Private Diligence in them ; 
And the ſame Rule holds for Reading the 
Holy Scriptures. 

3. God tells the Children of Iſrael, Deut6, 
6. That theſe Words which I command thee 
this day ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
reach them diligently to thy Children, and ſhalt 
ralk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way, and when 
thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up — 
and thou ſhalt write rbem on the poſts of thy houſe, 
Here is as much privatediligence in Readi 
and Teaching the Law required of the I. 


relies 
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raelites, as any Chriſtian can pretend to ex- 
erciſe ; and yerlall this care to preſerve the 
knowledge of the Law by private ſtudy and 
exerciſe, did not make the Reading it-in 
their Synagogues unneceſſary, or prevent 
God from requiring them to uſe ic a partof 
his publick Worſhip, Dent. 21. 11. And 
therefore all your. diligence in reading the 
Scriptures privately, or Nur Teachers exhor- 
tingand requiring youto doit, ought not to 
warrant Their or Your diſpenſing with the 
Command of God, that appoints the reading 
his Word, as a pare of his publick Service. 
But, ' 

4. When People are left tothemſelves in 
poavate, they may either do, or not do a 
thing as they pleaſe: And we are aſſured, 
That there are many who come to Church, 
and hear the Word of God read there, that 
neither can, nor ever wou'd be at the pains 
to read it in private. It is therefore a great 
Temptation to the People to be negligent, 
and a great want of Care in a Church, to 
leave ſo material athing as the reading of the 
Weird of God, to private diligence. We find 
by experience, that where no publick effe- 
ual Care is taken to inform the generality 
of Men, the Knowledge of God's Word ſen- 
| ibly decays, and is in a fair way to be loſt. 

The Paps#ts readtheScriptures ina Language 
that the People do nor Laderſtand, and = 

w 4 
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ſee into what groſs ignorance they are fallen 
by this means. Thoſe of Tour Perſwaſim, 
(generally ſpeaking) do not read chem a 
all in your Meetings, and the conſequence of 
this is, That many of your common People an 
Ftrangers te the ery Hiſtory of the Bible, and 
the Firſt Principles of Chrittianity ; as I have 
found on Tryal, to my great treuble-and afts 
— This pretence therefore of Pa 

es reading the Holy Scriptures in private, wil 
bs no means juſtifie you, for breaking God 
Command, in omitting the publick reading 
them as a part of God's Service in the Con- 
gregations. 

The ſecond Pretence that I have mer with 
for this Omiſlion, is, That ſince the penning f 
the Scriptures, and ſetling of the Church by t 
Apoſtles, the caſe is much altered with Chriſtians; 

at Printing was not then known and conſequent 
4 Copies of the Bible were few;and hard to come 

y: Few could then read them if they bad them, 

and therefore (lay ſome) Reading the Scripture 
in the Aſſemblies was then abſolutely neceſſary, 
otherwiſe the generality muſt have been Ftrangers 
to them: But now Copies of the Bible, by mean 
f Printing, are become common, and eaſie to 

had, and moſt Families bawe ſome in them 
that can read; And therefore the publick Reads 
ing them u not now neceſſary. 

1. Theplain Anſwer to this is, Firſt, That 
the Reading the Scriptures publickly - an i» 

| TT S29 i918 
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flitution of God: Therefore to lay it aſide on 
the account of the Invention of Printing, is 
in effe& to ſay; That Men have found out 
a betrer way to propagate the Knowledge 
of God's ord,than He inſtituted ; and plain- 
ly: to lay aſide his Commend, for Men's own 
Iroentions. 

2, God has promiſed that there ſhall be al- 
ways Keligious 4ſſemblies, and has comman- 
ded his Word to be read in them, which is 
a certain means to preſerve the Knowledge 
thereof, as long as there is a Church ; but 
hehas no where promiſed the conſtant com- 
monneſs of Bibles, nor ability to People to 
read them at home. To omit therefore the 
Inftitution of God for Teaching his Word, and 
to rely on Peoples procuring and reading 
Copies of the Bible privately, is to leave 
God's way, and preſumptuouſly depend on 
that which has no Promiſe annexed to it. 

3. How eaſie ſoever we may imagine the 
obraining Copies of the Bible, and notwith- 
ſtanding the number of thoſe thatcan read, 
there are ſtill many Families even amongſt 
Prote#tants,that can neither compaſs a Bible, 
nor get any to read it,if they had one; and 
therefore this Expedient is no ways ſufficient 
to ſupply the Deſign of God's In#titution, in 
commanding it whe read publickly. 

4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be as common 
& we can delire,andrthatevery one can Ou 


go Of Hearing, Chap.1ll 
them, yet who will ſecure us that they will 


do it? People, whilft the firſt Fervour of a 


Reformation ison them, may perhaps be di- 
ligeat ſolong as the Seripture 15 a Novelty to 
them; or Zeal for a Party infpirits them ; but 
when this wears off, as-itgenerally does in a 
little time, we ſee by experience that their 
careof Reading and Madicating in the Scrip- 
tures decays with it ; and there are at this 
Day too many of all Parties that neither read 
themſelves nor hear one Chapter read in a 
whole Year, except at Church. And there, 
fore to omit the publick Reading them, on 
preſumption that the People will do it thems 
ſelves, ſince it is fo eaſie for them to do it, 
is the ready way to introduce an Univerſal 
lpnorance of God's Word, and reduce us as 
pain to Pepery; the maſt effectual Bar againſt 
which, is the Bible in our own Language. 
5. People may be obliged to come to the 
publick Congregations, and hear the Vord of 
Godread,though they have noinclination to 
ir, and when they neglect, they may be re- 
proved or puniſhed, but this is not practical 
when the Scriptures are reqpired only to be 
read in private Families. Experience ſhews 
us that there is great difference between theſe 
two Methods in point of Efficacy. We ſce 
in Exzgland and Wales, where publick Read- 
- ing was practiſed, the People generally em- 
braced the Retormation,butin AT © 
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che ſame care was not'taken, they rejetted 


| it, Had God's Way been taken and the Serip- 


tures as conſtantly read to the Native ' Irifhs 
in a Language they underſtood, as it WS in 
land or Wales, there is little doubt hue 
the Reformation had ſucceeded as Univerſat- 
ly here as it did there, but the wane of this 
has kept them in ignorance ro thi Day, which 
may : convince us how ineffectual all our 
Contrivances are to-enlighten Men, in me. 
pet of God's Inſtitution. I am perſwaded thad. 
if ever the Native Iriſh be brought to the 
Knowledge of God's Word it muſt be by has / 
ving it read to them-publicklyin a Language 
they underſtand, and not by thruſting Bibles 
pnvately into their Hands ; of the inefte&t- 
ualneſs of which, we have had an Zxpe- 
rment 150 Years. * 
6. But Laſtly, Inſtead of all other Argu 
ments, None of us are ignorant, that the 
Word of God cannot be prefumed to have the 
ame Efficacy when read privately, «.: it hath 
when read inthe Aflemblies of Chriſtians, ac- 
cording to God's appointment : Since he has 
wen us a peculiar Promiſe to be preſent in 
ch Aſſemblies. And there are no diligent 
Hearers of the Word publickly read, but ares 
able from their own experience to teſtifie, 
that they often find it to have a different 
force and efficacy, when they hear it read 
Sa part of his Ordinance in the Publick AL 
ſcmbliss 
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ſemblies,in which he has peculiarly promis'd 
his Preſence, than when they read it in pri. 
vate by themſelves. 

The Third Pretencel have found alledged 
for omitting the regular reading the Bible in 
your Meetings, is, That it takes up too much 
rime, and is a hindrance to the more profitable 
Duty, of what you commonly call Preaching. 

1. IT intreat you to conſider, That there 
Bi time for every thing, and ſince God has 

inted reading his Word a time and room 
Wh our Publick Aſſemblies, Who are we,that 
we ſhould preſume to throw it out ? This 
ſurely is to ſet upour ſelves againſt God, and 
to think that we are able 'to order Thing 
better for the Edification of his Church than 
he has done. Surely we ough rather to 
take care fo to diſpoſe our Sermons, that 
they may not interfere with any other Infi- 
tation of God ; But, that whatever time we 
allow them, there may remain ſufficient for 
reading %od's Holy Word ; Which I have pro- 
ved is in Scripture Language Preaching ; And 
therefore to juſtle this out ro make our own 
Diſcourſes longer, is plainly to preferr our 
way of Preaching to God's. It there were a 
neceflity that one orthe other muſt be omi- 
ted, Modeſty ought toteach us to omitour 
I RN RO. 4 
2.Suppoſe that upon ſome Extraordinary 
Occaſion it may be Lewful to _ 
4 
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God's Word in our Afﬀſemblies, that we ma 
have the more time to manage a Diſcou 
for the Intru#ion of the People,yet it can ne« 
rer be juſtifiable ro make this a common 
practice ; which is to put a manifeſt Con- 
tempt on the Word of God. 

A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the 
Script ure PR in a lar Method, is, 
That they are bard to be underſtood, or applied, 
and therefore only ſo much of them ought to be. 
read at a time as the Miniſter may _ and 
apply to his Auditory. And that one werſe thus 
applied, is better than many Chapters read with- 
out ſuch Application. 

1. It is to be conſider'd, on” That it Y 

inſt the general Opinion of t orme 
= nl. univerſally teach, Tar the 
Scriptures are plain,in all things neceſſary to 
Salvation. And therefore there is not that 
univerſal Neceflity of an explanation of 
every place' of Scripture that is to be read, 
as 15 pretended, 

2. The Holy Scriptures, when heard with 
Humility and Attention apply themſelves ber- 
terthan any Man carf do it. The Words of 
them are the Words of God, and they have a: 
_—_ force, and ſpirit in them, which no 

umane Eloquence can improve,and there- 
fore it is a great Aﬀroneto them to ſay thac 
they have little efficacy except a Miniſter 
wp them. 


3 Sup» 
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' 4. 'Suppoſe one Verſe well applied to be 
better than many Chapters (for which therg 
is no colour) yer this would not juſtifie the 
omilflion of reading them publickly ; for no 
Application can be fo well made of them 
whilſt P:ople are not throughly acquainted 
with ther. It ought therefore to be our 
firſt care to read them to the People often and 
ſolemnly that they may be acquainted with 
the whole Body of them,and then one word 
of Application may do more good than many 
Sermoris to People not ſo prepared with the 
general. knowledge of them. 

The /iteral knowledge of the will of God 
muſt always go before the ſawving,and is the 
beſt Introdu#iow to it. Now the reading the 
Law in the ears of the People is the means 
appointed by God to teach them that /iteral 
knowledge ; and therefore while your Teach- 
ers have laid aſidethis means of God”s Appoint- 
ment, they have in a great meaſure debarred 
People of the Spirirual and Saving know- 
ledge of his 7711. 

4. Fourthly, Reading a verſe or two, and 
truſting to the Miniſter's Applicgtion, without 
the Peoples being acquainted with the whole 
Body of the Scriptures, does put Chriſtiang 


too much in the power of their Teachers,and 
makes them liable to be ſeduced by them. 
This is the very Artifice whereby the Rowiſh 
Prieſts keep their People in ignorance ; and 
| 08 
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yur Teachers uſing the ſame Method (while 
it is manifeſt that ſo great a Partof their Peo- 
e either do not, or cannot, read them at 
e) ſeems too like a deſign on their Hear« 
n;, and tempts the World to ſuſpe& that 
they are afraid of the naked ſimplicity ofthe 
Scriptures, fince they dare nor truſt their 
People with Hearing them Publickly read, ex- 
they add their own glolles to them. 
+ The Fifth Pretence that I have met with 
for laying aſide the publick reading the Word. 
Ged, 1s, That the 4a Letter (as ſome call it) 


i 8 dull formal thing, without Syirit of Life, 
where it is not applied to the Souls of - Men, by 
the Spirit of God ſpeaking in his Mimifters, and 


that without ſuch Aſſiſtance the Scriptures have 
lathe Efficacy on the Heart. 

I hope there are few of any Communion 
will ownthis pretence, ſince it is fo horrid a 
Reflection, and aftront on the Word of God. 
I will, however in anſwer to it, offer theſe 
following Conſiderations. 

I. That the Holy Seriptures eve a Chara 
Ger of themſelves very different from this. 
They repreſent the Wordef God, as the Sword 
of the Spirit, as quick and powerful, as able to 
make a Man wiſe to Salvation, as giving wiſ= 
dom to the ſimple, as converting the Soul, with 
many other Expreflions to denote the Ethea- 
de thereof on the Hearts of Men ; 

I bcrefore to reflect on the Herd, as dull 


. 
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, As a meer dead Letter that cannot en» 

gage the attention of the Hearers, or reach 
eir Hearts, is too near Blaſphemy. 

2, We are certain that God ſpeaks to us 
immediately by his Holy Spirit in his Word: 
And where the Spirit of God is, there is Powe, 
But when Men ſpeak their own Words, or 

retend to apply the Words or Paſſages of 
ripture, -tho* they ſeem to do it with the 
greateſt Zeal and Learning,yet they may be 
miſtaken ; nay, they may deceive us: And 
| therefore wholly to lay aſide the immediate 
DiRates of the Haly Ghoſ# recorded in the 
Scriptures for any pretended Explication or 
Application, made by Men, is manifeſtly to 
exchange God's undoubted Words and Com- 
mand for what may be > meer Humane In 
Vention. 

3. *Tis to be conſidered, that the people 
have always been apt to grow weary of the 
Serviceof God inthe way ofhis own appoint- 
ment, and complain of it, as dull and ted 
ous, fo Mal. 1.1 3. Ne ſaid alſo, what a wears 
neſs is it, and ye ſnuffed atit. Andthe reaſon 
is becauſe the way of God's appointing is al 
ways more Spiritual,in reſpe& of that which 
is of Man's own Invention, and therefore it 
cannot be ſoealie or agreeable to the Carnal 
minds of Men. 

4. Ir ought therefore to be conſidered 
you, when people complain of being d 
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and uaffeted by meer Hearing the Word of 
God read, whether this do not truly proceed 
from a Carnal and Wicked heart eſtranged 
from the Spirit of God, and whether the rea- 


 Þ fon that Sermons pleaſe and effe&tmore than 
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a Chapter out of the Biblebe not the novel- 
and outward Ornaments of them, rather 
the Spiricualneſs of the diſcourſe. We 

xe ſure St. Paul ſuppoſeth ſuch as are nor af- 
fefted with the Words of God, to be meer 
Natural, or Carnal Men, 1 Cor..2. 13. where 
having taken Notice of ſpeaking, Not in 
Words which Man's Wiſdom Teacheth, bit which 
the Holy Ghoſt Teacheth, he adds, but the N.s 
tura? Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God : For they are fooliſhneſs to bim, neither can 
be know them, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
From whenceitclearly Glbes, that the rea- 
bn why Men do not underſtand or receive 
the things of God delivered to them in the 
Wards of Scripture, dictated by the Holy Ghoſt, 
s, becauſe they are meer Natural Men, and 
want the Spirit of God. Whoever therefore 
s more affeted, or delights more in a Ser- 
mon than in a Chapter of the Bible, has rea» 
fnto look into his Heart, and examinehim- 
ſelf whether he have the Spirir f God. Thoſe 
mentionedin Scripture that had that Spirit de» 
whted in the Law of God: It was the Joy 
their Hearts ; they preferred it to all 
tings, they medirared in it day and night: 
H Kod 


98 Of Fearing, Chap.lll, 
And were fo far from turning out of their 
Publick Aſſemblies, that the Hearing it read 
was a great part of their Worſhip. - Whoe- 
ver therefore lays aſide this Practice, have rex 
ſon to ſuſpect that they want that Temper and 
Spirit with whichthoſe Holy Men were inſpi- 
red; and notwithſtanding all their Preten- 
ces to a more than ordinary Spiritualnek 
and Reformation, are little advanced aboye 
the Natural Men that neitfier receive or 
_ the things of God, atleaſt not as they 
ought. 

I find it alledged as a Sixth Pretence for not 
Reading the Word of God in your Meetings, That 
&@ Child may read them, and perform this Duty; 
and then what need it take up the Minſters time, 
. To which there needs no other Anſwer 

than that the Service of God is not leſs his, 
or the leſsto be valued becauſe it is eaſie. On 
the contrary *tis the more ſinful to neglet 
it, the more eaſe it is. Miniſters are nc 
ſet apart for difficult things only, which 6 
thers cannot perform ; but they are to exe- 
cute the Office that God has impoſed on 
them, whether it be eatie or difficulr. \, As 
for Example: God has Commanded his M- 
niſters to Baptize, In the Name of the Fathe, 
&c. Now to pour on Water in this Forms 
no ſuch difficult thing, but a Child, or any 
elſe might perform ic ; Neither is there any 
greater diftculcy in the Sacrament of - 
Lit j 
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Lord's Supper, as to the Eſſentcy: of it. Yet 
I ſuppoſe ic will be granted byhat; that it be- 
longs only to the Miniſters office to perform 
de and that they muſt not deteg$ate chem, 
or any part of themto others, or omit them 
becauſe they are eaſie; and that they have a 
quiredifferentSacredneſs,Efficacy and Force, 
when Performed by a Perſon Ordained and 
Authorized to this purpoſe, than when per- 
formed by another: and theſame Rule holds 
in offering up our Prayers, and in R-ading 
the Scriptures: A Man may read them ar 
Home, a Child may read them in Church, 
but they have notthe ſame aſſurance of Eth- 
cacy, and a Blefling, as when they come 
from the Mouth of a Perſon ſet apart by 


'God's Ordinance for this purpoſe. 


I make no doubt but the Experience (as I 
have ſaid) of moſt Chriſtians, from what 
they havefelcin their own Hearts in Hearing 
the Word of God publickly read, will atteſt 
the-Truth of this. Now it you, my Friends, 
know and own this, as L hope the generality - 
of you do, you muſt-ſee the unreafonable- 
of of this Pretence. If any of you do not 
know it, you muſt give me leave to fay that 
I fear it is from ignorance, and not conſide- 
ring the Scriptures. . And 'tis your Teachers 
Duty to inform you better. Reading the 
Scripture being allowed by their Diretory to 
be 2 part of God's Publick Worſhip. We 

| H 2 have 
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have this Ry? : there in expreſs Words, That 
it is requiſite tat all the, Canonical Books be veal 
over in order, "that the people may be better ac- 

uainted with the whole Body of Scripture, 
Now if you can ſhew butone Meeting in the 
laſt Age, in which this has been duly perfor- 
med, we will not accuſe you fo generally of 
violating God's Command in this point ; but 
if there be not one ſuch Meeting, you ought 
to conſider how you will excuſe your ſelves 
before God. And I think ir neceſſary here 
to obſerve to you how inſignificant general 
Rules are without deſcending to a particular 
Determination of Circumſtances. Here we 
- have in your Diretory a general Rute (ſuch 
as it is) for Reading the Scripture, but for 
want of being particular, as the Calendar in 
our Common-Prayer-Book 1s, I queſtion if it 
yet was ever once obſerved, or indeed that 
It is Prattical to obſerve it. And it is fo al 
moſt in every other general Rule, and there- 
fore to leave the Service of God to be Or- 
dered by ſuch general Rules only, is in 
fect to. Teach People to negledt it. 

| V. Theſe areall the Reaſons that I can pol- 
ſibly think of, or have heard urged for Nur 
Practice in this Pointe. I will not ſay but 
others may be pretended, but I muſt profels 
that I do not remember to have met with 
them ; If I had, I would have given them a 
duc conſideration: I am pertlwaded that 
they 
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they cannot be of greater force than thoſe 
I have examined. And that they can never 
excuſe Tu in this matter, from manifeſt 
Breach of God's Commandin preferring Men's 
Invention to his Inſtitution. 

After all, I muſt profeſs to ou, That I 
look on all theſe to be only Pretences ; and 
thatthe true Reaſon of Men's Negligence in 
this Duty, is given us, 2 Tim. 4. 3. For the 
time will come (faith the Apoſtle) when they 
will not endure found Dottrine ; but after their 
own Luſts ſhall they heap up to themſelves Tea- 
chers, bawving itching Ears. An itching Ear 
here, can ſignifie nothing ſo properly, as an 
Far that loves Novelty and Variery : Becauſe 
therefore our Church gives the People lictle 
that is New, in her Prayers, or Reading tht 
Scriptures, but retains a Form of ſound Words, 
inthe one, and the plain Word of God inthe 
other ; Hence it is that ſome People cannot 
endure our Service, but heap up to them- , 
ſelves Teachers, that inſtead of the Praiſes, 
Prayers and Sermons of God's immediate 7ip- 
pointment, will gratifie them every Meeting 
with a New Prayer, without troubling them 
with ſuch Prayers or Sermons asthey think old, 
which are incomparably better, only the 
Iching Ears of the People, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told, are pleaſed with the Nowelty and Yarie- 
yof the one, and diſguſt the Reputation of the 
H 3 other, 
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other, as the [/raelites did that of Angels Food, 
Pſal. 78. 25. Numb. 21. 5. and 11.6. 

It is the Duty of all Miniſters and the 
Buſineſs of the truely Conſcientious,to check 
and curb this Humour in the People ; and 
notwithſtanding all Diſcouragements, the 
Miniſters of Our Church, inſtead of comply- 
ing with them, have conſtantly reproved 
them for their Negligence and Levity,where 
they found them guilty. But as Aaron, to 
_ the Iſraelites, made the Golden Calf, fo 
ome Miniers (tho' contrary to their own 
Principles) have changed God's Inſtirution to 
pleaſe their People ; and left out the conſtant 
and regular Reading of God s Word, becauſe 
their People grew weary of it, Butler all Men 

dge who behaves themſelves moſt likerhe 
Miniſters of Chriſt ; We, who keep to the Res 
#ing God's Word, according to His own yn 
tation, whether the People will hear or fot 
bear ; or, They that comply with them,and lay 
_ God's Command to oblige and gain 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Bodily Worſhip. 
ECT. L 


What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe con- 


CErming it. 


IP He Fourth Part of the Publick Wor. 

ſhip of God, or Deſign of Religious 
Aſſemblies, is Viſible or Bodily Adoration ; 
ſuch amongſt us are Uncovering the Head, 
Bowing, Kneeling, and other outward Signs 
of Rewerence and Submiſſion, by which we 
openly acknowledge the Mercy, the Fuſtice, 
and Power of God, and expreſs the inward 
ſenſe we have of theſe Attributes, 

In treating of this Head, I will keep my 
ſelf to the _ Method, as in the former, 
and conſider, Firlt, the Rules and Examples 
that the Scriptures afford us for the Pertor- 
mance of this Duty. Secondly, Compare 
the Prattice of our Church with them. Third- 
ly, Examine the Diſſenters Praftice, andthe 
Reaſons they alledge for it. 

1, As to the firlt of theſe we find a Poſe 
tirve Command of God, for Bodily Worſhip 1n 
Publick, Pſalm. 95.6. O come let us Worſhip and 
bow downyet us kneel before the Lord our Maker, 
| | H 4 The 


104 Of Bodily Worſhip, Chop.1IV. 


Ths ſecond Verſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews 
us, that this is meant of Publick Worſhip : 
Let us come before his preſence with Thank(gi- 
wving. And that this bowing or kneeling is to 
Interpreted, literally, not _Figuratively, ap» 
pears from the ſame Verſes, where Singing, 
Thankſgiving, ang Pſalms are all literally to bg 
underitood ; and there is no more reaſon 
for underſtanding bowing and kneeling in a 
fgurative ſenſe, that the other. 

IT. The ſame Bodily Worſhip is __ by 
the Second Commandment,which forbids us 
to bow down to agraven Image,by which words 
we are commanded to bow down to God ; for 
itis confeſſed by all,and laid down as a Rule 
by the Aſſemblies larger Catechiſm,7hat the 
Negative Commandments include in them the con- 
trary Poſitive ; that is toſay, When a Com- 
mandment forbids us any thing,it requires us 
eo perform the Duty contrary to what is for- 
bidden. As for Example: When the firſt 
Commandment forbids us to hawe any other 
God's before the Lord,it requires us to own and 
worſhip Him for our only God: and after the 
fame manner all other Commands are to be 
interpreted. By which Rule , when the 
Second Commandment, Exod, 20, 5. forbids us 
in theſe Words, Thou ſhalt 'not bow down to 
them nor ſerwe them, it requires us to practice 
the contrary Dutiesin our Addrefles ts God, 
Ta bow down ro Him and ſerve Him, that is, 
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to worſhip Him both with the worſhip of eur 
Bodies and Minds: 'Fherefore as he that either 
bows or kneels, or uſes any pofture of Reverence 
to a graven Image, breaks the Second Com- 
mandment ; ſo doth he who on occafion of 
Publick Worſhip either refuſes or negleftsto uſo 
ſome ſuch poHure to God. It being a Comtempt 
of God, and contrary to His Commands, to 
Pray to Him ; for inſtance, without ſome 
Poſture of Adoration to Him, when we can 
do it, as well as it is a fin to kneel to an 
Image, without Praying to it, which the Pa- 
piits pretend to do : theone is Idoatry,and 
the other Sacrilege : For the Reaſon why we 
are not to bow down to an 14ol, is, Becauſe 
tis an ARt of Worſhip due ro God. And 
whether we give what is due to him to an 
Image, or refuſe to pay it ro Himſelf, we are 
equally Robbers of God, we deny him his 
Honour, and are guilty of Sacrilege. 

I wiſh all eoncerned may ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, and amend their Practice in this par- 
ticular, 

HI. But the Practice of Holy Men, and 
of the Church of God in Scripture, are the 
beſt Interpreters of God's Command:;and from 
them we may learn what he requires or ap» 
proves in his #orſhip. Now through the 
whole Od Teftament,we ſhall never find any 
one ſitting at his Devotions : But on all oG- 
calions of Worſhip, eſpecially in Publick 4/- 


ſemblies 
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ſemblies, the People of God ſtood, kneeled, 
bowed, orproftrated themſelves. *Tis ſaid 
indeed, f (7. &. That King David then 
went and \at before the Lond: But here the Ori. 
ginal Word is capable of another ſignification, 
and may as well be tranſlated, that he remain. 
ed, Ftayed, or abode before the Lord ; and ac- 
cordingly it 15 thus tranſlated in other Pla- 
ces of e, parcicularly, Gen.22.5.8 24. 
F5-6c 29.190 Kings 12,2. This there. 
ore is no Exception againſt that practice 
gh the whole Old 
Teſtament, that Holy Men worſhipped God 
with their Bodies,as well as with their Mind; 
IV. We ſhall find the fame practiſed by 
Qur Saviour and his ApoZtles, 1n the New- 
Teftament. Our Saviour undoubtedly is the 
Beft Example we can propoſe to our ſelves 
for the Worſhip of God, and we ought to imi- 
eate what he did and approved. Now if we 
conſider the worſhip heofferedto his Father, 
we ſhall find him addrefling himſelf co him 
with Bowing the Body, with Kneeling and Pro- 
Flration, as well as with ftrong Cries and Tears; 
ſo Mar. 26. 39. And he went a little further, 
and fell c» bis Face and prayed,O My Father ,&C. 
and Lake 22.41. He kneeled down and prayed. 
And ashe paid this Bodily Worſhip to God, 
ſo he accepted the ſame from Men when he 
was on Earth : Thus the Wiſe Men worſhip- 
ed him in his Cradle, Aſt. 2. 11. m— 
| aw 
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ſaw the young Child, and his Mother Mary they 
fel down, &c. "Thus they that deſired to be 
Cured by him, addreſſed themſelves to him, 
Mark 5. 22. When he ſaw bim, he fell at his 
Feet, and beſought, &c. And after the ſame 
manner, thoſe who were Cured by him re- 
turried him Thanks, Luke 17. 16. Thus his 
beloved Mary came into his preſence, Fohn 
11.32. And Mat. 28, 9. They held him by 
the Feer and wor ſhipped bim. Our Saviour look- 
ed on this Bodily Worſhip to be ſo indiſpen- 
fibly his due, that he accepted of it from 
the very Devils, and they durſt not forbear 
to pay it to him, Mark 3. 11. And unclean 
ſpirits, when they ſaw him, fell down before 
im, and cried, Thou art the Son of God. And 
thus the very Heathen, as well as his Diſci- 
les, approached him,even whilſt he was in 
is ſtare of Humiliation. 

And that we may not betemptedtothink, 
that our Saviour admitted this Bodily Worſbip, 
to be paid him only whilſt he was Bodily 

reſent, we may abGree St. Stephen preſents 
bs Prayer with the ſame poſture, A. 7. 60. 
He kneeled down and cryed with a loud Voice, 
Lord, lay not this ſin to their charge. 

V. The Scriptures repreſent to us the 
Firſt Chriſtians thus glorifying God with their 
Bodies, (as St. Paul expreſly commands us 
I Cor.6.20.) in the Publick Aſſemblies, as we 
may learn from Cor. 14, 23. where the 


Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle fpeaking of a Heathen coming into 
the Aſſembly of Chriſtians, and being con- 
vinced, addeth, and ſo falling down on his fact 
be will Worſhip God. If it had not been the 
cuſtom for Chriſtians to do thus, it would 
never have been expetted from a Heathen, 
or reckoned an Argument of his Convidti- 
on. If the Church Triumphant in Heaven 
my be allowed a fit Pattern to us of what 
ts t irf the Worſbip of God ave find them 
paying this Bodily Worſhip to God, Rev. 7. 17. 
Hnd all the Angels flood about the Throne, and 
about the Elders, and about the Beaſt, and fell 
on ther Faces before the Throne and Worſhipped 
God, fo Chap. 4. 10. and Chap. 19. 4. And 
the ſame we find practiſed by the Church 
on Earth, A#s 21. 5. where St. Par, and 
the Church of Tyre, kneeled down on the ſhore 
and prayed. After the ſame manner he took 
his leave of the Elders of Epheſus, A. 20.36. 
He kmneeled down and prayed with them all. So 
conſtantly are Bodily Worſbip and Prayer join- 
ed together, that bowing the Knee, ſometimes 
Genifies Prayer, Eph. 3.14. For this cauſe I 
bow my knees unto tbe Father of our Lord Feſus 


_ | 

I. The Scriptures repreſent this Bodily 

Worſbip 2s the moſt proper external Act of 4- 

doration : If we look into the Scriptures we 

ſhall not find Praying, Praifing, Reading the 

Scriptures, or Adminiftring the Sacraments, 
| termed 
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termed Worſhip ; they are indeed Duties which 
we are obliged to perform to the Honour of 
God, but not yy dire&t a of Wor- 

'p, properly 1o called: For Worſbip is pro - 
NE fafection of our Minds * God; 
and that is a proper Act of External Worſhip, 
which dire&ly ſ1gnifies this ſubjetion or 
ſubmiflion of our Minds : But Prayer ſigni- 
fies our deſires of good things from God,and 
only indirectly our ſubjection to him; Prai- 
ſe,immediately ſignifie the ſenſe we have of 
God's Excellencies,and only by conſequence 
our ſubmiflion 3 Reading the Scriptures is a 
means of In/ru#i,and tends to bring usto 
ſubmir to God, but does not directly expreſs 
it, And the Sacraments primarily ſignifie 
God's Grace to us,rather than our ſubmiflion 
to Him. All - theſe may in a large ſenſe, 
apon yery good grounds,be look'd upon as 

rts of Worſhip, becauſe ny do imply ſuch 
ubmifſion ; but bending or bowing the Body 
is that which is properly in Scripture called 
Worſhip, as ſignifying immediately and natu- 
rally the bending and ſubmiſſion of our Souls, 
and nothing elle. 

In the Old Teftament the Words rendred 
Worſhip, ſignifie properly and originally co 
bow - oſtrate 7» Bady. This is he 

roper ſignification of JaD and of NN the 
atter of which in the Second Commandment is 
render'd to bow down, and very ofter. __ 
S 


10 Of Bodily Worſhip, Chap.lV, 
the Original has they bowed: down themſelve, 
the Tranſlators render is they Worſhipped. So 
Pſal. 95. 5. and Fer. 1. 46. And Worſhipped 
the work of their on hands, In the Origi- 
nal *tis, They bowed themſelves down to the 
work,&c. Gen.24.52. He Worſhipped the Lord, 
bowing himſelf to the Earth. The Original 
has no more but He bowed himſelf to the Earth 
ro the Lord, fo Pſal. 95. 5. And the ſame 
holds generally through the whole Old Teſta 
ment ; from whence it follows that in the 
Opinion of our 77a»{lators to bow ones ſelf 
to the Earth, is that proper At which they 
call Y/orſhip. And hence the whole Worſhip 
of God is ſignified by bowing before him, Micah 
6. 6. Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, 
and bow my ſelf before the High God; that is, 
How ſhall I Worſhip bim acceptably? 

As to the New Teſtament,the Word gene- 
rally there rendred Forſhip properly ſigni- 
fies a Bodily Aion we:(xorio, is Originally 
to pay Homage by a Kiſs,as we now kits the 
King's Hand, which uſually was done kneel: 
wr; And hence Kneeling and Worſbipping l1g- 
nific the ſame thingin the New Teſtament and 
the one is put for the other. Thus Mar.$.2, 
There came a Leaper and worſhipped him. The 
fame Perſon is faid (Mark 1. 40.) to come 
beſecching him and kneeling to him. Of the 
Canaanitiſh Woman it is laid (Mat. 15. 23.) 
That ſhe came and Worſhipped him. And Met 
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ſays PP 7. 25.) She came and fell at bis 
Feet. Luke ſays of the Man among the 
Tombs, that be fell down before him, (Chap.$. 
28.) Mark, that He worſhipped bim, (Chap.s. 
6.) Of Farus, Mark and Luke ſay, that He 

| down at bis Feet. Matthew, that he wore 


ſhipped him. Luke 8. 40. Mark 5.22. Mat.g. 


15. So promiſcuouſly do the Evangeliſts 
uſe the Words kneeling, or falling down, and 
Worſhipping , to ſignifie the lame thing. 
Whence we may learn that when any is ſaid 
to worſhip Chriſt viſibly,by it is meane they 
bneelid to him. And when we are Com- 
manded to worſhip God in the Congrega- 
tion, the meaning is, that we are required 
to expreſs the ſubmiſſion of our Minds by 
bowing our ſelves or kneeling unto bim. Hence 
the very Soldiers that in deriſion bowed their 
knees to Chriſt, are faid to Worſhip him, 
Mark 15. 19. And St. Folm, Rev. 22. 8. 
when he would Worſhip the Angel, fe! 
before his Feet, to which the Angel replied, 
See thow do it not Worſhip God. From 
which Text it clearly follows, that falling 
down in an A of Worſhip, and that we are 
commanded by the Mouch of an Angel 
pay it to God. 

VII. We find in Scripture ſome Ac of 
this Bodily Worſhipaccompanying every Reli- 
gious Performance. Thus Prayers are ge- 
nerally offered-with kneeling, and that ſo 

conſtantly 
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conſtantly ' (as is obſerved before) that to 
bow the Knee, in Scriptire-Language, is to 
pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankſgivings, and 
Confeſlions of Faith, are offered ſtanding, 
1 King. 8. 14. And the King turned his Face 
about, and bleſſed all the Congregation of Iſrael 
(and all the Congregations of reel ſtood) and 
be ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, &c. the fame po- 
ſture 15 obſerved, Verſ. 55. 2 Chron. 20. 19. 
And the Levites=—— ſtood up to praiſe the Lord 
God of Iſrael with a loud voice, 2 Chron.29.26, 
a 40. _ this was not a voluntary 

&, but 1 ed on the People, as appears 
from "4 Then the Levite id 
Stand up and bleſs the Lord your God, 8c. In 
conformity to which, the Caints and Angels 
in Heaven are repreſented to us thus praifing 
God, Rev. 7. 9. They ftood before the Throne, 
and before the Lamb —— and cried with a loud 
woice, ſaying, Salvation, &c. At Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, both Reader and People 
uſed the ſame poſture,as appears from Neb.8, 
4, 5- And Ezra the Scribe ſtood on # Pulpit 
of Wood — And Ezra opened the Book, and all 
the People Frood up. And Chap. 9. 3. And 
they food up in their place, and read in tbe 
Book : Which our Saviourlikewiſe obſerved, 
' Lake. 4. 16. 

Laſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with 
Bodily Adoration, 2 Chron. 29, 27. And 
when the Burm-Offerings began, the Song f 
wil F 
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the Lord began alſo —— And all the Congreg a= 
tion worſhipped, and the Singers ſang, and the 
Trumpets [ended ; and all this continued un- 
til che Burnt-Offering was finiſhed. The 
Word, . as was obſerved, here rendred Wr- 


Ibipped, ſignifies literally hey bowed themſelves 


dwn, and the meaning is, They continued 
go or kneeling, whilſt che Burnt-Of- 
ing was offered. "Thus in every Religious 


' Performance, the Scripture has taken parti- 


cular notice, and recorded to us, with what 
Acts of Bodily Worſhip it was offered up 
unto God, 


SECT. IL 


The Pradlice of our Courch in Bodli:y 
: Worſhip. 


Hyd usin the next place compare our own 

Practice with this Repreſentation, and 
ſe how we performchis part of viſible Wor- 
hip in our Church, 

. Firſt then, when we come into the 
Publick Aſſemblies, we believe our ſelves to 
come into Chriſt's preſence; becauſe he has 
promiſed, Mat. 18.21. Wheretwo or three are 
gathered together in my Name, there am 1 m 
the mid#t of. them : And therefore in Obedi- 
ence to the Commands of God in Scripture; 
Tis our Cuſtom to _ our Hearts to Him 

in 
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in Prayer, andbow our Bodies before Him ; 
This bowing our Bodies when we come in- 
to the Aſſembly of Chriſtians met together 
in Chriſt's Name, and for his Service, tho' 
itbenot enjoyned by any Conſtitution ofour 
Church, is generally practis'd by good Peo: 
ple, as very decent in it ſelf, and edifying 
to others. Our bowing our Bodies therefore 
at our coming into a Chriſtian Aﬀembiy for 
Worſhip, is only to pay that Bodily Worſhip 
to God that He requires from us when we 


come into his peculiar preſence, which pre- þ;, 
ſence He has promiſed in ſuch Aſſemblies, 
Some indced are fo weak asto term our thus þ, 


worſhipping God, a bowing to the Altar : 


whereas our Church exprefly declaring a- | 


gainſt any Adoration to be paid to the Con- 
{ecrated Bread and Hine,does much more de- 
clare againſt doing it to the Altar. 


SBS MSS52%7T © 


IT. Uncovering the Head is a Mark of Res _ 


ſpet amongſt us ; and therefore we conti- 
nue Uncovered whilſt the Aſſembly laſts ; 
that is,whilſt we arc in Chriſt's preſence. The 
Cuſtom of the Eaſtern Church was to Un- 
cover their Feet in the preſence of God; fo 
Moſes and Feſhua were commanded to do z 
(to which Solomon alludes, Ecclef. 5. 1.) This 
was eaſily practiſed with them, becauſe they 
worenothing on their Feer but /ooſe Shoes and 
Sandals, which was readily flipt off ; And 
this continued till our Saviour's time, as ap- 

pears 
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pears by their waſhing their Feet when they 
came inco Houſes, Luke. 7. 144. Uncovering 
the Head. is the ſame common mark of re- 

with us now as uncovering the Feet was 
with them in their time; and this uncovering 


the Feet being neither practicable with us, 
nor any note of reſpect among us, but rather 
the contrary, Our Church has requir'd us, 
inſtead of it, to uncover our Heads, Can, =, 
For the Juſtification of this practice, give 
ne leave to digreſs ſo far as to explain one 


* baſſagein the New Teſtament, which ſeems 


o require thac a Man ſhould have his Head 
ncovered in thepreſence of God,notas a note 


' bf reſpeR, but of Priviledge. 1 Cor. 13. 7. 
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For a Man indeed ought not 10 cover his Head, 
raſmich as he 1s the Image and Glory of God ;; 
the Woman x the Glory of the Man. Which 
aſlage does not primarily relate to the co- 
ing 'the Head, but the Face, by a Veil, 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Eaitern 
ies : and this covering the Face, was a 

xe of reſpe&t, as thee contrary was a Note 
Priviledge : So we find that when Rebecca 
s to appear before her Husband (Gen. 24. 
$.) She took a Veil and covered her ſelf. So 
Exod. 3. 6.) Moſes bid bus _ be Was as 
id to look upon God ; and Elijah wrapped his 

e in bis Mantle when he went out to mect God, 
4 19, 13. On the ſame Accoynt the 


* Praphims cover their faces with their Wings, 1/- 
1 
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E.2, *Tis therefore a peculiar Priviledge and 
favour to be allowed to appear before God 
wncover'd, and it is reckon'd as ſuch. 2. Co, 
2.138, But we all with open face beholding « 
in a glaſs the glury of the Lord, &c. Thoſe 
that were out of favour might not appear 
bare-faced before their Prince, but with their 
Heads covered, as Haman was when the Ki 
ſignified his diſpleaſureagainit him;E#her -.8, 
Now for the underſtanding of the before 
Cited place, we mult conſider that Man being 
the Image and Glory of God, is allowed to take 
this Confidence before God, which is denied 
to Women : For ſince God was pleaſed to 
make Man his Image and Glory, it is not fit 
that this his glory ſhould be covered before 
Him:but onthe other hand itis fit that Man 
glory which is Woman,ſhould be covered be- 
ore God. "This I conceiveis the full meaning 
of this place,and has no relation to the man 
ner of uncovering the Headin uſe with us now 
which is only a mark of civil reſpe&, an 
that peculiar to Men, and not to Wome 
But however,being an honour paid to Me 
ciere is no reaſon why it ſhould not be pail 
to God : On the contrary it ſeems to be 
quired by the Apoſtle's general Injunctior 
Let all things be done decemly. And it 1s Of 
of the Articles of our Church, That the Churs 
h1s power to order Rites and Ceremonies; that 
co determine what particularthingscome ul 
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der the Apoſtle's general word of Decency. 

23. We ſtand up at our Praiſes, Thankſgi- 
vings, and Confeſſions of Faith, in Conformity 
to the Examples of Holy Scripture. 

4. At our Confeſſions of Sin, andat our 
Prayers, we preſent our ſelves before God 
on our knees, by order of our Church, ac- 
cording tothe Example of our Saviour, and 
the Church of God. 

HI. We Celebrate the Holy Sacrament of 
xy hg Blood of Chriſt in a Worſhip- 
ping re. I know that many except a- 
gan this. It would engage me in a longer 

iſcourſe to examine it fully ; perhaps God 
may hereafter give mean Opportunity to dif- 
ar it at large, at preſent I ſhall only hint 
at the Scripture-Ground we have for it,and 
that by the following deduction. 

1. The Altar wasof Old the Lord's Table, 


if from whence his Atrten- 


dants were fed, Mal.1.>, The Author's Inten- 


rion 15 not to afſerr 
Te offer / -m_s _ upo Thacthe Nr rs * 
mine Afar , ana Je Ja), require Kneeling at 


Wherein have we polluted the Lord's Supper , 


al thee ? In that ye ſay, The but to ſhew, Thar 


F . It is not Contrary ro 
_ of the Lord o COMLenms- the Inſtitution , of 
ptibte, Chriſt, or Praftice 

of the Apoſtles, who 


compare our receiving it with the” Fews partabing 
$ if their Altar, to which they approached with Adora- 
4 ten, 


I 3 2, On 
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2. On this account the 1/raelites came to 
the Altar, and worſhipped before it,as being 
God's T:ble, on which the Sacrifice was pre- 
ſented as his Meat, of which they were per- 
mitted to partake: SO 2 Chron. 6. 12. And, 
be ſtood before the Altar of the Lord — verl. 11, 
Jnd kneeled down on his knees: And 1 Kings 8, 
$4. He aroſe from before the Altar from kneeling 
on his knec:, Nor can it be ſaid, that this 
kneeling of $ lomon was only becauſe he of- 
fered up a Yrayer at that time, -and that 
therefore he was in a praying poſture; for 
undoubted'y it was the Duty of all that 
were preſcnt at any Sacrifice, to offer up 
Prayers to God withtheSacritice: And accors 
dingly we find it commanded 2 Kings. 18, 
22. Ye ſhall w: up before this Altar rh 
literally, 2 ſhall bow down your ſelves. 

3. The Communion-Table is called the 
Lord's Table, 1 Cer. 10. 21. 

4. The 1/raclires partaking of the Altar is 
propoſed as an Example for our partaking of 
the Lord's Table, 1 Cor, 10, 16. The Cup of 
Bl:ſſing which we bleſs, as it not the Communion 
of the Bloed of Chriſt? The Bread which we 
break, us it not #he Communion of the Body of 
Chriſt ; -—-— wer}. 18. Behold Tſrcel after the 
Fleſh: Are not they which eat of the Sacrifices 
partakers of the Altar ? 

5. In alluſion tothis Religious Eating with 
Bodily Worſhip, it is Prophelied of our Savi- 
our, 
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our, Pſal. 22. 29. All they that be fat upon 
Earth (that is, the favoured and happy Ser- 
yants of God here ; called in wer/. 20. The 
Meek) ſhall Eat and Worſh'p. 
Since then the Scripture ſets forth to us 
a Religious Eating at the Lord's Table with 
Worſhip, and the Holy Communion is ſuch an 
Fating at his Table, it follows that the Scrip- 
ture Warrants our Worſbipping when we Ear. 
2. We are Commanded in Scripture to 
receive the Holy. Euchariſt In remembrance 
of Chriſt's Death; and by it we ſhew his Death 
till be come. The ſame Scriptures Command 
usto Worſhip our Saviour ; For he z the Lord, 
and Worſhip thou him, Pſal. 15. 11.If ever then 
weareto Worſhip our Saviour, It 15 Certain- 
ly when we come to him inthe neareſt Ap+ 
proaches that weare capable of inthis World; 
and with the higheſt ſenſe of Graticude that 
our Souls can admit of; to remember and 
adore him for the greate!t A of Love that 
could be extended towards us, even laying 
down his Life for us, and partak.. of the 
Benefits thereof by feeding on him. If it be 
not our Duty to Worſhip him with our Bo- 
dies, as well as our Minds, oMHhis occation, 
it is hard to ſay when we are obliged to do 
it 
This Conſideration prevaii'd with the 
Proteſtant Church of Poland, to oblige all 
their Members to yon kneeling or ſtanding, 
4 in 
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in Oppoſition to the Socinians, who refuſed 
to pay any Worſhip to our Saviour; and 
therefore Celebrated his Supper ſitting. The 
Words of their general Synod are thele, 
( Corpus Confeſſion. p. 236.) Quod attinet ad 
Ceremonias, fc. © As to the Ceremonies of 
* the Lord's-Supper, the Degree ſometime 
* ago diſcuſsd in the Symd of Sandomi, 
* and the Concluſion made and repeated 
*in the general Synod of Cracow and Pe- 
* trokow, 1s all approved in that Seflion of 
* the Synod of Uladyſlaw, viz. This ſitting 
* at the Lord's-Table ſhall not be uſed in 
* any of the Churches of Poland or Lithus- 
* nia, &c. of our Communion: For this 
* Ceremony (tho? indifferent as others are) 
*©is not uſed by the Chriſtian and Refor- 
* med Churches ; and is proper to the Inf: 
© del Arians only, who place themſelves in 
* an equal Throne with the Lord. Since 
* then ſitting has crept into ſome of our 
* Churches, chiefly by the occaſion and 
* countenance of thofe who have miſerably 
* fallen from us, and denied the Lord that 
* bought us, Weintreat and exhortall thoſe 
© Congregations, and our Brethren in the 
by Lord that they would change ſitting 1n- 
* to the Ceremonies uſed by us Proteitants 
* in all the Reformed Churches of Europe, 
* eventhatthe Lord's-Supper may be admi- 
© niſtred to the Communicants ftanding or 

* kneeling 
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* kneeling (with a Proteſtation againſt 
* Bread-Worſhip uſed by the Papiſts) both 
* which Rites (as they have been hitherto 
© uſed in ſome Churches) we leave free, 
* and approve; without blaming or giving 


| * Offegce to thoſe who: uſe either. This 


Synod was held Fune the 15th. 1583. 

The Synod of Petrokow, above-mention'd 
(held Fune 1, 2, 3. 1578. pa. 234.) expreſſes 
it ſelf in theſe Words; © Becauſe thoſe 
* Traiterous Fugitives from us to Ariani/m, 
* who change all things in the Church, pre- 
* tending to imitate Chriſt without Diſcre- 
* tion, were the firſt Authors amongſt us of 
* Sitting at the Lerd's Table; contrary to the 
* Rires uſed in all the Reformed Churches 
* throughout Ewrope. Therefore we reje&t 
* this Ceremony, as proper to them who 
* treat as well Chriſt as his Sacraments irre- 
* yerently, as indecent and Irreligious, and 
* very offenſive to well meaning People. 

It ought to be obſerved, Thatthis Church 
reckons Sitting a Ceremony ; and a Ceremony 
of an ill Signification and Original, and 
not uſed by any Proteſtant Church in their 
Time. 

LV. But I find moſt People acknowledge 
the Reaſonableneſs of this ; and grant, it it 
wereleftto us how we would Kecesve,that we 
ought to doit with Adoration: But, fay they, 
Obedience # better than Sacrifice 5 we are com- 


manded 
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manded to do what Chriſt did, and he in- 
ſticuted, and his Diſciples received it, in a 
Table poſture ; and therefore fo ought we 
notwithſtanding the Scriptures, Reaſon, and 
Decency, ſcem to recommend another Po- 
ſture to us. 

Now to this Argument, which is the only 
one I find brought from Scripture,and which 
ſeems to prevail with molt, I Anſwer, . 

1. "That. we are not required, nor is it 
convenient to imitate all that Chriit did. 
Neither the Time, nor the Number of Re- 
ceivers, nor the Poſture, being Obligatory 
to us ; as appears from St. Paul, 1 Cor. 11.23. 
who having occaſion to mention what be re- 
cerved of the Lord, concerning this Sacra- 
mer.t, mentions only our Saviour's takin 
Bread, giving Thanks, and Breaking it ; wo. 
then ſaying, ſake, Fat ; this 1s my Body, &c. 
without the Circumſtances of the Number 
of Receivers, his Poſture, or being at Sup- 
per, Nay, that we may not think that this 

ad any relation. to a Common Supper, or 
the Circumſtances of it, he obſerves, that 
Supper was done, when he took the Cup. Our 
Saviour's Poſture therefore, whatever it was, 
is no wile Obligatory to us, itnot beingany 
part of what St. Paul profeſles to have recei- 
ved from Chriſt concerning this Sacrament. 

2, I bave already proved, that Religious 
Eating was accompanied with Bodily Worſhip F 
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and therefore if it -were granted, that we 
were obliged to receive this Sacrament in a 
Table-Poſture, from the Example of our Sa- 
viour ; yet it would not follow, that we 
ſhould not receive it Kneeling. *Tis certain 
our Saviour did not Sir, but Lie at Table, 
when he did eat his uſual Meals. Suppoſe 
then he had obliged us to his Poſture of 
Eating, we ought to Lie, as he did ; but 
none aſſert the Neceſſity of our doing { 
or Practiſe this way. Since then all Parties 
change it, fure we do better, that change it 
into the Religious way of Eating, recom- 
mended to us in the Scriptures,with Adora- 
tion, than others, that change our Saviour's 
way into Sitting, the Common way of our 
Eating, 

3. We have this further to ſay for our 
Practice, That our Saviour was not at a 
Common Supper when he inſtituted this 
Sacrament, but at the Paſſeover ; which was 
a Sacramental Eating and had a peculiar 
poſture preſcribed for it, Exed 12. 11. And 
though ſome think (but without Warrant 
from Scripture) that the Fews did-not ob- 
ſerve this, yet it is owned they obſerved 
another, which differed from the Common 
Poſture of Eating, and was reckoned Reli- 
gious, However, 'tis ſpoken, that our Sa- 
viour performed this Eating with ſeveral Re- . 
ligious Ceremonies that were not in the firſt 

Inſtitution ; 
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Inſtitution: Such is that we find, Luke 22.15, 
And be took the Cup, and gave thank:,and ſaid, 
Take this, and diwideit among your ſelves. "This 
Cup is different from the Sacramental Cup, 
which is inſtituted, wer. 20. And thereforeif 
we would imitate Chriſt, we ought to eat 
the Lord's-Supy'r ina way peculiar to it elf, 
and different from our Common Meals. 

4. But Fourthly, The full Anſwer to the 
Argument, is, Thatit goes on a falſe Suppo- 
ſition, That our Saviour inſtituted this Sacra- 
ment in the Common Poſture of Eating, 
Whichnowifſe appears in Scripture ; neither 
can it be inferred from any thing ſaid or inti- 
mated by the Evangeliſts, or St. Pau/,but ra- 
ther the contrary. It's true, whilſt the Diſci- 
ples were Eating, he took Bread ; but after 
that, he gave thanks, and bleſſed it ; and then 
be brake it and gave it to them: "And itis not to 
be ſuppoſed that the Diſciples continued Ea- 
ting, whilſt our Saviour was giving Thanks, 
and Blefling ; that is, Praying. Our Saviour 
therefore, or his Diſciples, werenot Eating, 
but giving Thanks, and Praying, whil' 
thisSacrament was inſtituted ; and therefore 
it was proper to be done (and, in probabi- 
lity,was done by our Saviour) in a Thankf- 
giving and Praying Poſture. Neither was 
there any necellity to take notice of this 
Change of Poſture; ſince the Change of the 
Aion, from Eating, to Thankſgiving and 


Bleſſmg, 
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Bleſſing, ſufficiently ſignifies and infers ir. 
There is no notice taken of our Saviour's 
Riſing at all from the Tables by any of the 
three Evangeliſtsthat deliver to us the Inffitu- 
tlon of the Sacraments; and yer ir is plain, 
from Jobs 13. 4. that he did Riſe from that 
Supper, and waſhed bis Diſciples Feet, and ſat 
dewn again, ver. 12. and ſo he might Riſe to 
Bleſs ane Diſtribute the Holy Sacrament : 
And therefore we have no Aſſurance frqm 
Scripture, that our Saviour inſt ituthd this Sa- 
crament in a Common T able-pcſture, rather the 
Contrary ſeems probable. So that He has lefr 
us at liberty to follow the general Rules of 
Decency and Reaſon, and whar the Serip- 
tures repreſent to us a fir, and practiſed in 
like Caſes. | 

Laſtly, We find the Apoſtle ſeverely re- 
proving the Corinthians,for their Irreverence 
in Receiving this Sacrament 3 and threatning 
them with Damnation, for not diſcerning the 
Lord's Body ; that is, for Receiving itas their 
Common Food,without diſtinguiſhing berween 
them by a Reverend and Religious Receiving, 
it. And ure it is but a Yue Diſtindtion be- 
tween 1: and our Common Food, to approach 
the Lord's-Table with as much Reverence as 
the Jews did their A4/tar, at which they ne- 

ver ſat Yown. 
Upon the whole, I think we do nothing 
in this, or any other Sacred Action, as to 
| Bodily 
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Bodily Worſhip, but what is Warranted and 
Grounded on the Holy Scriptures ; and parti 
cularly as to what we do at the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, it is as unjuſt to 
ſuſpe& or accuſe us of Worſhipping the 
Lords-Table, or the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, becauſe we receive them Kneeling, as 
it were to accuſe the Jews of Worſhipping 
their Alter or Sacrifices, becauſe they Wor- 
ſhipped before them, as God Commanded 
them to do, 2 Kings 18.22. I beſeech God 
to give us true Submiſſion and Humility f 
Heart ; for the Outward Expreflions of theſe 
Inward Diſpeſitions of Mind whichour Church 
has appointed by Bodily Worſhip, are certain- 
ly ſuch as God has approved, and holy Men 
have pratiſed in Scripture. 


SECT. IL 


The Praftice of the Diſſenters in Bodily 
Wor ſhip. 


L AN D now I come to you my Friends 

who Diſſent from Us, to conſider 

how You perform This part of God's Worſhip, 

and to compare Your Principles and Prot 

with what I have repreſented from the Holy 
Scriptures. 

nd, Firſt, As to Tour Principles. I need 


not tell you, That you do not allow Bodily Ado- 
ration 


I, -_O24_ YC F_— CY WET 


tc 


SeQ.3. Flow praftiſed by Diſſenters. 127 


ration to be any part of God's Worſhip : Which 
you cannot but diſcern to be plainly contrary 
to the Holy Scriptures, that make it the muſe 
oper peculiar Act thereof, as I have ſhewed 
- wh Chap..IV. Sef. 1. N®. 1, 2, 3. In 
your Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 21. Prayer, 
Reading Scriptures, &c. Singing Pſalms, 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, are 
reckon'd up as Parts of Religious Worſhip, 
but not a Word concerning the Worſhip of 
the Body. Your Dire&ory doth not only 
leave it out, but excludes it, by requiring all 
to enter the Aſſembly, and to rake their Seats 
and Places, without Adoration, or bowing them- 
ſelves towards one Place or other ; that 15,with- 
out Bowing themſelves at all. A Rule di- 
realy oppokte to Natural Reaſon, as well as 
to the Commands of God, and to the Ex- 
amples of his Saints: And 'tis ugconceivable 
how it ſhould be laid down by a Society of 
Men that profeſſed to believe Chriſt pecu- 
larly preſent in their Aſſemblies ; which yet 
the Authors of your Dire&ory profeſs ro do, 
In that very place where they forbid all 
Adoration. Let us then, 1 pray you, com- 
= their. Rule with God s Word : 'You 
ve the Bible in your hands, and you look 
upon it to be your Privilege to uſe ir; The 
Seriptures ſay, O come, let us Warſhip, let usbow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
Your Dir-&ory ſays, Let us emter the Aſſembly. 
without 
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. without Adoration or Bowing, Where not- 
withſtanding, it allows, that we in a ſpecial 
manner appear in God's Preſence. Surely you 
cannot bur ſee, this is not only to lay aſide, 
but to contradict the Rules of Scripture. 

IE. Your Pratice is conformable to your 
Principles, For, 

1. At your Thankſgivings or Praiſes, you 
neither Bow; nor Stand up. | 

2, Whereas We, and the Churches of God 
in all Ages, have uſed to Stand up ar the 
Solemn Confeffions of Faith, you have caſt 
out of your Religious Aſſemblies, not only 
this Att of Worſhip, but the Confeſſions of Faith 
themſelves ; {fo material a Part of the Service 
of God, as appears from Rom. 10.9, 10. If 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, 
and ſhalt believe in thine Heart that God hath 
raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved: 
For with the Heart Man believes unto Righteouſ- 
weſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 
Salvation. To profeſs ſolemnly that we ex- 
pot no Happineſs but from the good Plea- 
ure of God, and that we freely acquiſce 
in his Proviſions for us, is no ſmall Evidence 
of the Submiſſion of our Minds to God; 
and, upon that Account, may be reckoned 
an Inſtance of External Worſhip, and ac- 
cordingly many of the Pſalms contain ſuch 
Confetlions. 

3- You Sit, generally, at your Publick 
Prayers. 4. At 
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4. At the Holy Sacrament you Sit, not 
only whilſt you Receive, bur likewiſeatthe 
Thanſpgiving and Blefling before: And your 
Diretory impoſes this Poſture on Communi- 
cants, though contrary to Holy Scripture, in 
reſpect of that Part that concerns the Prayer 
and Thankſgiving ; and without any Com- 
wand, or ſo much as Example from Scrip- 
ture, in reſpect of the Sitting at the time of 
Receiving. 

5: Too many of your Perſwaſion con- 
demn us, who conform to God's Word, in 
theſe Particulars, as guilty of Super#ition ; 
and endeavour to render our Conformity 
ridiculous ; not being content to lay aſide 
the Commands of God themſelves, but endea- 
vouring likewiſe to condenm and [eff at the 
Obſervation of them in Us. 

In ſhort, I entreat you to conſider, 
That you have not any one Viſible A&@ of 
Adoration amongft you in your Aſſemblies , 
except we reckon in this Number , Thar 
your Men Uncover their Heads at Prayer ; 
and yet eventhis 15 not required by your Di- 
rectory. 

HE And now let me a while Examine 
calmly with you, the Pretences I have met 
with, for laying aſide this Part of God's Wor- 


ſhip; for it is not probable that any would 


baniſh Adoration out of their Aﬀemblies,and 
aledge no Reaſon for their doing ſo. 
[> 1, Firſt 
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7. Firſt therefore, F find that Place of 
Scripture produced to this purpoſe, Foh.4.24, 
God is a Spirit ; and they that worſhip Him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. Some 
chink that all Bodily Worſhip is here forbidden, 
andthatonly the Worſhip of the Spirit of Mind 
i5 required of us under the Goſpel ; Uponthis, 
ſome have declared againſt all clin {e- 
parate Places for Worſhip; Others,againſt all 
Bodily Worſhip ; Others,againit all Sacraments; 
Others, againſt all Vocal Prayers, Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings : And even in the Apoſtle's 
time, | were againſt all Viſible Aſſemblies, 
And indeed, if we underſtand this Place as 
ſome do, That all Bodily Worſhip is excluded 
by it, and that it is ſufficient to Worſhip God 
in our Spirits or Minds only,I do not ſee but 
all theſe are in the right ; -and thoſe who 
pretend to be above Ordinances,and worſhip 
God no-where,are moit conformable to this Rule; 
and, next to them, the ſilent Meetings of the 
Quakers, without Sacraments, without Vocal 

Prayers or Praiſes, are the moſt Spiritual Ser- 
vice. For it other Diſſenters think Bodily Wor- 
ſhip, ſuch as Bowing, Kneeling, 8c. unlawful 
or wmeteſſary, becauſe they are ARs of the 
Body, and unfit, on that account, to be of- 
fered to God, who is a Spirit ; why may 
not the —_ omit the Sacraments, and the 
Words of the Mouth,which are OWward Things 


as well as the other ? Nay, why ſhould not. 


Outward 
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Outward Teaching or Preaching ceaſe?ſince 
the Spirit is a ſufficient Teacher,and has pro- 

od us, Heb. 8. 10, I will put my Laws into 
their Minds, and write them in their Hearts, — 
Ver.11. And they ſhall not teach every Man his 
Neighbour,and every Man his Brother, &c.The 
Principle and Reaſoning is the ſame in all 
theſe, and will juſtifie the Silent Meetings of 
the Quakers ; nay, the Extravagance of Thoſe 
that pretend to be above all Ordinances,as well 
25 the Irreverence of other Diſſenters. 

But we ought to interpret Scripture ſo 
a5 one place may not contradict another ; and 
ſince the Holy Scriptures ſhew us, that God 
requires our Vocal Prayers and Praiſes,our Vi- 
ſible Sacraments and Adoration, we ought not 
to interpret Worſhipping in the Spirit 10 as to 
wares wy theſe, a = A ag that they 
may be offered up to God in fuch a manner 
5 to become proper for Spiritual Worſhip, ot 
God would never have required them. 

When therefore our Saviour repreſentsthe 
Worſbip He taught the World, as a Worſbip in 
Spirit and Truth,his meaning doubtleſs is not 
to exempt us from Worſhipping bis Fathes with 
our Bodies, whereof He Himſelf has given 
bs an Example ; bar to teach us, That the 
Outward Ads of Worſhip that we pay to God, 
ire only acceggable tro Him,when they pro- 
&ed from,and are accompanied with a hear- 


[ty ſubmiſſion of our Seal ; and that every AR 
2 is 
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is more or leſs Acceptable, as it has more 
or leſs of our Hearts and Aﬀections in it: But 
that Circumſtances of Place, and the like, 
give us no Advantage, and are of no value 
towards making our Worſhip Acceptable. 

This meaning of the Words dire&ly an- 
{wers our Saviour's deſign, which was toſhew 
the Samaritan Woman thatthetime was com- 
ing, that the Worſhip offered to God under 
the Goſpelwould benothing more acceptable, 
for being offered art Feruſulem, or Mount Ge- 
rizim, or any other place : But the Heart 
being right, all Places were alike. Which 
was dire&tly contrary to the Fewiſh Law ; 
that allowed no Sacrifice or Oblation to be ac- 
ceptable to Ged, that was not offered at the 
Temple, and conſequently their Worſhip deri- 
ved its acceptance from the Place, and not 
from the Heart alone of him that offered 
It. 

We affirm therefore, as our Sawvicur h 
here taught us,that it is only from the Hea 
or Spirit, that our Worſhip becomes accepta- 
ble to God, and that the time or place where 
it is offered contributes nothing to our accep- 
tance : But that in whatever place, at what- 
ever time, in whatſoever poſture we offer 
upour Spzrits and Hearts to God, we are ac 
cepted by him. 

Put then we ſay likewiſe, a Man who 
nee the Aſſemblics cf AONTIRAT © 
1ave 
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have a good Heart towards God, becauſe he 
breaks his Command ; that fuch as do not 
take care toprovide a convenient and decent 
place, and ſet it apart for Chriſtians to meer; 
and to perform God's Worſhip in,cannot have 
a value for it ;. that ſuch as negle& the Holy 

' Sacraments, want Faith in His Promiſes, as 
well as Obedience to His Commands ; and 
that thoſe who neglet to Worſhip him with 
their Body, and to pay outward Reverence 
and Adoration when they come into his pre- 
ſence,muſt want inward ſubmiſſion of their 
Minds, becauſe they do not approach as he 
requires. If a Man truly Worſhip God in his 
Spirit, it will oblige him, if able, co perform 
theſe outward Acts ; and if he be not able, 
God doth not require them. 

It is in this, as in Faith, Fam. 2. 18, A 
| Man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and T have 
| Works : Shew me thy Faith without thy Works, 

and I will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works. At- 
\- the ſame manner a Man may ſay, Thou 

Vorſhippeſt God inwardly in Heart and Spirit, 

and I orſhip him outwardly, andin theface 

; | of the Church wit? my Body. Shew methy 

inward Worſhip without bowing, kneeling. or 

other Bodily A& of Worſhip, and I will ſhew 

r{ thee my inward orſhip, and dread of God's 
Majelty by the Worſhip of my Body. 

From all which itis manifeſt,that our Ob- 

0} ligation to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 

| KR - doth 
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doth no more exclude Bodily Worſhip, than 
Faith does exclude Works. 

' 2. The ſecond Pretence I have heard for 
baniſhing of Bodily Adoration is much like the 
firſt. It is alledged, That God bas no walue 
for it ; and that if our Hearts ave humble and 
right with God, no matter whether 2we ſignifie it 
by outward Atts of Adoration or no. 

But to this I anſwer, 

1. That God himſelf is the beſt Judge of 
what befits hs Majeſty, and 'tis 4 fure fign 
that he valueth a thing when he requires it; 
fince therefore he has Commanded us to ren- 
der him this Bodily Worſhip ; for us to alledge, 
That He doth not walue it, is to like ſetting 
up our own Wiſdom above His. | 

2. The Words of our Prayers, or Praiſes, 
and all the Fruits of our Lips, are outward 
things, as well as the geſtures of our Bodies, 
and God values them as little as our proſtrating 
our Bodies before him, when the Heart goes 
not along with them, as appears from 1/. 1. 
where he ſhews his e—_ not rs 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and ſpreading forth Hands, but 
CI of Prayers, tf vos hs Mark. 7. 6, 
Thu People honowreth me with their Lips, but 
their Heart s far from me, howbeit in vain do 
they Worſhip me, &c. Yet to throw Vocal 
Prayers and Praiſes out of the ſervice of God, 
were abſolutely to deſtroy His Viſible Worſhip ; 
and after the ' ho manner to throw out all 

NT NI | Outward 
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Outward Signs of Reverence, ſuch as &neel- 
ing, &c. is a fair Step to it. For the ſame 
God that has worn, That every Tongue ſhall 
eſs unto him, has likewiſe ſworn, That eve- 
ry knee fhall bow unto him, Roms. 14. 11, Both 
therefore are alike required in the Worſhip of 
God, and both alike inſignificant when ſepa- 
rated from the ſincere concurrence of our 
Hearts. Whenthe Meditations of our Hearts go 
along withthe Words of our Mouths,they are 
acceptable to God; and when the ſubmifion 
of our Souls goes along with the Worſhip of 
our Bodies,it is grateful to him,and valuablein 
his ſight, as all other Acts of Obedience are. 
3. Tho' Bodily Worſhip in it ſelf were a 
ſmall thing, yet the omiflion of it may be a 
great and crying Sin,and a great Contempt 
of Almighty God. Thus eating the forbidden 
Fruit was init ſel{ a very inconliderable Onr- 
ward Aion, and yet being forbidden, it was 
the Ruine of all Mankind. Thus the waſk- 
ing a Man' with Water, In the Name of tle 
Father, Son, and Holy Gho#t, is in it ſelf no 
great matter, yet the wiliful omiſſion of it is 
acknowledged by moſt to be damnable. Thus 
kneeling, or ſtanding at our Prayers, is but a 
Circumftance, yet lince God has required it, 
and Holy Men recommended it by their Ex- 
ample,to omit it willfully may be a great ſin, 
and renderour beſt meant Prayers ineffectual. 
Much more muſt it be ſinful to condemn, or 
K 4 mock 
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mock at thoſe who practice it according to 
God's Inſtitution. 

4. As ſmall a value as you think Godhas 
for Outward performances, yet it is plain, 
that you lay great weight upon the doing, or 
not doing X them. In caſes of neceſſity we 
think they may be lawfully omitted ; but 
you are Taught that in no caſes they may be 
lawfully practiſed. You are Taught rather 
to ſtay at Home, and not to Werſhip God at 
all Publickly, than to conform in Outward 
Geſtures, or Circumſtances. You are advi- 
ſed rather to abitain all your Lives from the 
Lord's-Supper than receive it Kneeling. Now 
if you think God does hate them fo much, 
upon ſuppoſition, that he has not required 
them, and accounts them a polluting of his 
Ordinance ; How muſt it difpleaſe him to 
omit them, if it appears that He has Com- 
manded them, as I think I have made ſuth- 
ently plain? 

5. 1 intreat you, my Friends,'te conſider, 
That whatever Bedily Worſhip be in it felf,yet 
to throw itout of Our Publick Aſſemblies is of 
fatal conſequence, fince it doth in a great mea- 
ſure defeat thedelign otthem. The great de- 
fign of Publick Worſhip, is,Firlt, To ſignifie,and 
Teſtifie to the World, the Senſe and Belief we 
have of the Being, Power and Providence of 
God to declare his Name to our Brethren, and 
in the midſt of the Church to ſing Praiſes unty 


him, 
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bim, Heb, 2. 12. AndSecondly to bea means 
to beget, ſtir up, and preſerve this ſenſe and 
belief in one another, Heb. 10.25. To both 
thele ends, Bodily and External Worſhip do 
. very much contribute ; and 'tis hardly poſli- 
ble to attain cither of them without it. For 
we cannot fee into one anothers Hearts, and 
therefore we muſt ſignitie our ſenſe and be- 
lief of God in the Publick Aſſemblies, either 
by Weords or Attions, and if poflible, by ſuch 
as arepeculiarly appointed by God tothis pur- 
poſe. But in your Meetings there is no Obli- 
gation on any one to fignihenis Concurrence 
with the Congregationin any Ordinary Act 
of Worſhip, either by Word or Geſture, and 
therefore this end of Publick 4ſemblies is ut- 
terly defeated by you. Your Dire&ory does 
not reguire, or allow the People ſo much as ' 
to ſignihe their aſſent by adding an Amen to 
the Prayers or Thankſgivings there oftered : 
But on the contrary, you ridicule thoſe that 
practiſe in purſuant tothe Directions and Ex- 
amples in Scripture. And asto Geſtures, fuch 
as kneeling, ſtanding, or bowing the Body, &C. 
you condemn them all as Reiidts of Ido/atry, 
or Superitition. There remains therefore in 
your Aſſemblies nothing whereby the Peo- 
ple may teſtifie their Belief,or aſſent ro what 
they hear, which was one delign of the 
Mecting. Thus by turning all Bodily Worſhip 
our of your Aſſemblies, you have made _ 

this 
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this great end of them, and left no viſible 
diftintion whereby any one may ſignifie 
whether he afſents to the Worſhip that 1s of. 
fered, or difſents from it. The whole Aſſem. 


bly being to one another meer Speators and 


Hearers, not Foint-Worſhippers. 

As to the other end of Publick Worſhy, 
whichis to keep alive,and ſtir up your As 
tions; you cannot but own that the omiſſh. 
on of this outward Worſhip is a great hin- 
drance to it. For it muſts needs be a great 
check to Dewotion to ſee a Man come into 
che preſence of God in a Chriftian Aſſembly, 
with leſs Reverence, or ſhew of reſpeR, 
than into the preſence of an Ordinary Su- 
perior; and behave himſelf leſs civilly there, 
than he would do in a Cowrt of Fuſtice. And 
let People pretend what they will, That can 
never be ſuitable Worſhip to God, which 
would be rudeneſs to a Fudge. And there- 
fore the Cuakersa&t much more reaſonably, 
who refuſe to take off their Hats,or pay B- 
dily Worſhip to Men, than other Diſſenters, 
who pay it to Mer, and refuſe it to God. 
For to do ſo, muſt naturally tend to diſtin- 
- guiſh the awe and ſenſe we ought to have 
of his Majeſty, and the belief of his pecu- 
liar preſence in our Aſſemblies, and it is 
much to be feared, that this proceeds too 
often from the want of ſuch awe. 


f 6. To 
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6. To conclude, There is a Language of 


| Geſtures rather more ſignificant and moving 
| than that of the Tongue; and he muſt have 
| a peculiar make of Mind,thar is not more a- 

wakened and affected by ſeeing a whole Con- 


ation on their Knees, with their Hands and 
Eyes lift up to Heaven; than to ſee them ſit- 
ting or leaning,whilſt their Petitions are of- 


| fering upto God. Words therefore and Ge- 


ſures being only different parts of the Lan- 

whereby we expreſs and communicate 
our Thoughts and Afﬀettions to one another and 
Both being recommended to us by Nature, and 
Commended by Scripture, to be uſed in the 
Worſhip of* God, he who lays alide Geffurez, 
does fn againſt the Commandment of God, as 
well as he that lays aſide Words. I hear- 
aly wiſh You, and all Diſſenters, wou'd con- 
ſider this: Which if you did, I aſſure my ſelf 
jou would perceive this to be a Matter of ſome 
moment ; and neither condemn our Bodily Ado- 
ration, nor continue your own (what I muſt 
call) Irreverence. 

3. But Thirdly, Some alledge, for their 
omitting this Part of God's Worſhip, That 
they do not condemn Bodily Adoration in his Ser« 
vice ; but that toStand up and Kneel in the Con- 
gregation, is ſo troubleſome to them, that they 
judpe they are better omitted. 

To whichT Anſwer; That I verily believe 


|that theſe Perſons do give the true Reaſon 


of 
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of this Practice. . For, as it has been ſhewn 
before, 'twas of old the Reaſon of People's 
NegleQting God's Service, and Matter of 
their Complaint againſt it, That it was s 
wearineſs, Mal. 1.13. Bur ſure, 'tis no leb 
a Sin, to lay aſide the Commandments of Gd 
for our Eaſe, than to change them for the 
Traditions of Men. *Tis an Effet of our Na- 
tural Corruption,todeſire toſerve God with 
that which coſ#s us nothing,and without trou- 
ble; andmoſt are willing to ſave their Pains, 
as well as their Money, in his Service. But 
This is a certain ſign that they have little 
Heart and Aﬀection to it : If they had, it: 
would not ſeem a trouble to them to ſhew 
it, by all the Outward Demonſtrations that the 
Scriptures recommend to us. A devout Heart 
bows the Body, bends the Knees, and lifts up 
the Hands in Prayer, without any trouble. 
And they have reaſon to ſuſpect their own 
Hearts, that find theſe Demonſtrations of 
Reverenc? to their Creator and Redcemer, 
Uneaſie to them. 

This very Pretence ought to ſhew you, That 
it is the Negligence and Dead heartedneſsof 
People towards God*s Service,that lias baniſhed 
theſe Bodily Adorations out of it. We tink 
it no Diſadvantage to our Church, that we 
are forc'd to acknowledge, That your IVay 
of Worſhip is much Eaſier than ours, to ſuch a 
are preſent at it ; it being much leſs trouble 
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to a Man that has no Value for Religion, to 
com@Cinto an Aſſembly, and there fit down, 
and lap his Cloak about him, without being 
obliged to any Word or Geſture that may di- 
ſturb his Sleep, or Worldly Thoughts, tl:an to 
be under an Obligation every moment to figni- 
fie his Attention by ſome Word or Geſture,un- 
der the Penalty of being remarked by the 
whole Congregation for his Negligence and 
Irreverence ; which is the caſe in our A{- 
ſemblies; and, *tis to be feared, is the: Rea- 
ſen that ome leave us, and go where they 
may be at Eaſe and Negligent more fſe- 
curely. 

4. I confeſs in; the Fourth place, There 
are ſome that excuſe themſelves more hand- 
ſomly, for not Kneeling at their Prayers, 
&-c. Say they, We want Conveniency, we bave 
no room to Kneel. 

To theſe we Anſwer, That whereſuch a 
thing is omitted out of Neceſſity, not Neg/i- 

ence Or Contempt, we believe God will not 
impute it to them, neither do we accuſe 
them for it. 

But then we cannot but obſerve, that this 
1s not the general Reaſon of Omitrting this 
Part of God's Worſhip among you. For, 

1. Firſt, It is not your Cuſtom to Kneel 
in your Publick Worſhip, though you have 
Conveniency, as is manifeſt from the Pra- 
aife in all your Meetings ; in which I could 

never 
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never learn that any one Kneeled: on the 
contrary you condemn Us who do. 

2. When you want Conveniency for Kneel. 
ing,you might Standat your Prayers 3 which 
is a Scripture-Poſture as well as Kneeling. You 
might bow your Bodies when you came into 
God's Preſence; you might continue Uncove. 
red whilſt in it : but you omit all theſe, as 
well as Kneeling ; and thereby plainly ſhew, 
that your Negled in this Point, is an effe& 
of Choice, not Neceſſity. 

3.1f ag at Publick Prayers be a Duty, 
weare obliged to provide Conveniency for it ; 
for it is certainly a Sin, to ſuffer any Part of 
God's Service to be omitted, for want of 
Care. It is as eaſie to provide Conveniency 
for Kneeling, as for Sitting, in Publick Aſſem- 
blies: And if we conſider how Careful moſt 
People are to provide Seats for their Eaſe, 
and how Negligent to make any Proviſion 
for Kneeling ; "Tis but too manifeſt a Sign 
(whatever 1s pretended) that they are much 
more zealous for their Eaſe, than for the 
Service of God. 

But what Conveniency is it that Men de- 
fire ? It is ealie for them to have as much 
Conveniency as St. Paul and his Congrega- 
tion had, when they kneeled on the Shore, 
AF. 20. If they had the Dewotion of Saint 
Paul, they would not fail to imitate his Ex- 
ample: Be ye followers (ſaith he) of me, as 1 
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am of Chriſt. St. Paul followed the Example 
of Chriſt in this particular ; and ſurely we 
ought to follow his, except we jthink our 
ſelves grown Wiſer than he was, or preferr 
our Eaſe to our Duty. 

But the Truth of the Matter, as it ſeems 
to me, is, That you neglecting to Kneel ac 
the moſt ſolemn of all Chriſtian Ordinances,the 
Lord” s-Supper, does harden you againſt Re- 
verence 1n the other Parts of Divine Worſhip. 
And it is no wonder it ſhou'd do fo ; for if 
Reverence be not thought Neceſſary in chat 
Duty, it may well ſcem Unneceſſary in any 
 Jother. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the Lord's Supper. 


SECT. I. 


WVhat the Holy Scriptares preſcribe concerns - 


ing the Frequency of Celebrating it- 


L THE Fifth Main and Subſtantial Part 

of the ordinary Worſhip of God, in the 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, is, the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper. It is not to be expected that 
I ſhould treat concerning the Preparation 
requiſite in the Receivers, or any of thoſe 
other Circumſtances which are generally 
agreed on as neceſſary in this Matter, and 
concerning which ſo many excellent Trea- 
tiſes are extant. I ſhall confine my ſelf to 
one Point, and that is the Frequency of it, as 
a Publick A of Werſhip; and Examine, Firſt, 


What the In{titution and Prattiſe of the Church. 


of God, in Scripture; teach us, as to this Par- 
ticular. Secondly, Compare our Praiſe 
-therewith. And, Thirdly, The Prattiſe of 
thoſe who differ from us. 

As to the Frequency of Celebrating the Lord's 
Supper, I find many People of Opinion, That 
the Scriptures have determined nothing in « 

an 
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td that” therefore ir is incirely-left ro the 
Diſcretion of rhe: Mmiſters; how: often they 
will Celebrate jtr,0and to the People, how 
often they will receiveic : Arid tliar on this 
Aetount, every one is'left to judpefor him- 
ſaf, when he will be a Pattaker of ic; as he 

inks/ic moſt for his Comfors and\Edifications 
which makes the Celebration and Receiving it 
ib» Arbitrary a:thing, that marynevelrecerve 


| ra all. And the Univerſal Negtect of ic 


is become one of the Crying Sms' of vheſe 
Ki s, and a great Objettion againſt the 
ormat 1N. 

' Biir4f 'We conſider the Infirution of. this 
Sacratriht it will helps to givea right Judg- 
ment, as to the Obllpation of this Frequency 
that lies- or us; - I:ſhall endeavour to-make 
this plain in the following Particulars. 


1. Our-Seviowr,when he had'blefſed broken, 
inddelinered the Bread to His-Diſcoples, Com- 
\—_—— 't6 'Take, Ear, "and Do This, 

at chey {aw Him do, in ' Remembrance 
dim: And 25hen he had Bleſſed/the Cup, and 

wen it to them, he Commanded them -to 
ink all of it ; and as often. as they Drink it, 

to do it in Remembrance of bim, 1'Cor. 11.26, 
Now I conceive the moſt Naturtt Incerpre- 

tation of theſe Words of our Sewviow, Do 
Thu in Remembrance of Me,and This do Te as 
eftep: as you drink it, in Remembrance of Meyto 
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afevemed rogetr che Freſh Peſfonie i 
*< lebrated r the Fewiſh Paſſeover 1 
* Remembrance of our-Fors-fathers deliver 
© rance out of Egypt. But; Iam abous.c 
<« purchaſe for you .by my; Death a nauch 
© more glorious deliverance from the ſlavery, 
© of Sin, and. the power of | Hell, And 1 
© ox&der you for the future rodo this (which 
* you ſee done by Me).in Remembrance of 
«& Me, as what you have hitherto donehas 
* been in Remembrance of your Delive, 
« rance out of Egypt. . From' this Infitwia 
it appears, WR 
1. That the Lord + Swpper is ſubſtiqptgd.in 
the place of the Paſſeever, which was Gom: 
manded. by the Law to be Cel: brated ong 
inthe Yeer.;.and-that;jn a place .apppi 
> by God, where all //xac! were to emblg 
or it. | 
. 2, 'That Our Saviour hasconfined vs to.no 
Place, or prefixt time for the Celebration f 
bis Supper that ſucceeds it ; which makes 
much more caſje for 'us.to obſerve it;, 
prin usmuch more incxcuſableif weneg: 
0-7 IIA , + 4&6 
. 2. Since: Our Saviour has taken off 
Confinement ro Time and Place,that-made 
che Paſſeover ſuch a Burchen. It followsth& 
they who Celebrateitſeldomer than the Few: 
didtheir Paſſeover,muſt needs have leſs regar 
to the memory of Chriſt's Death, and the 
| deliverahce 
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deliverance wrought by it, than the Few? 
had to their Deliverance out of Egypr: There 
being no other imaginable reaſon that can 
tempt them! to negle@ purifying themſelves 
for this folemniry of mu , and frequent- 
ibg it, but the deadnefs of their Hearrs to- 
wards. Chriſt, .and the want of Senſe, Grati- 
tdeand Love towards their Maſter. 

' 4. Chriſt's politive Command to Do this 
mn Remerubrance of Him, &c. muſt oblige us 
ih ſome Times, and-ini ſome Cireutnſtances: 
Ard there can be no berter way of determi- 
fing when we are obliged-to do it; than by 
obſerving when God in his-goodnefs give us 
--- pogenp* oc either we are then obliged 
to do it,or elſe we may chooſe whether we 


will ever do it or no; there being no better 
means of determining the frequency, than 
this of God”s giving us the opportunity. And 
the ſame Rule holding in all other general 

fitive Cothmands,; tuch as in thoſe that 
oblige us to _ may be ſure it holds 


likewiſe in this. Therefore my ſights, 
6r neglets any Opportunity of Receiving 

which God affords him, does fin as certainly 
# he who being enabled by Godroperforman 


*| At of Charity, and invited by a fit Ob- 


, negleds to Relieve him, or ſhuts up 
Bowels of Compaſlion againſt him con- 
E&rning whom the Scripture afſureus, That 
the Love of God dwells not in bim: And the 


* 


G2 Argument 
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Argument is rather ſtronger againſt him who 

lets this Holy Sacrament for. how can 
it be ſuppoſed that Man has a true love for 
his Seviowr, or a due ſenſe of his /ufferings, 
who refuſes, or, negles to —— 
greateſt of all Benetits, in the eaſieſt man- 
ner,tho' Commanded to doit by his Redeem- 
er, and invited by afair opportunity of God's 
own offering, 

5. It is manifeſt, that if it be not-owr own 
Faults, we may have an Opportunity every 
Lord's-Day when we meet together _; 
therefore that Church is'guilty of laying a- 
_ ſide this Command, whole Order of Worſhip 
doth not require and provide for this Pra- 
ice. Chriſt's Command 1cems to lead us 
direaly to it: For Do ths in remembrance of 
Ae, implies; that Chriſt was to leave them, 
thatthey were to meet cogether after he was 
gone ; and that he required them to remem- 
ber him at their Meetings whilſt he was ab- 
ſent. The very Deſign of our Publick Meet- 
ings On the Lord';-day, and not on the Few- 
jh Sabbath, is to remember, and keep upin 
our Minds a ſenſe of what Chriſt did and ſuf- 
fered for us, till He come again ; andthis we 
are obliged to do, not in Tach a manner as 
our own Inventian ſuggeſts, but by ſuch means 
as Chriſt bimſelf hes preſcribed to us ; that 1s, 
by celebrating this Holy Sacrament. 

It ſeems therPprobable from the very Infi- 

tution 
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tution of this Sacrament, that our Saviour de” 
ſigned it ſhould be a part of God's Service» 
in all the ſoleym Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 45 
the Paſſeover was inthe Yearly Aſſembliesof 
the Fews. To know theretore how often 
Chriſt requires us to celebrate this Feaſt, we 
have no more to do, bur to enquire how of- 
tes Chriſt requires us ro Meet together ; that 
s, at leaſt every Lord" s-day. 

IT. And the ſame is farther manifeſt, in 
the ſecond place, from the Examples of the 
Apes, and of the Churches of God in the 

ew Teftament. They cannot be ſuppoſed 
but to have «nderffood what Chriſt meant by 
theſe Words, Do thus in remembrance of Me'; 
andif itappears that they did make this Feaſt 
a conftant part of their Ordinary # orſhip, we 
ſafely conclude, That Chri## meant it 
\hould be ſo. And here 'tis obſervable, That 
we donot find any ſolemn Ftated Meeting of Chri- 
Rians for Worſhig, in the whole New Teitament 
without it. 

Ac firſt the Diſciples had their Meetings 
every Day, and then they likewiſe daily re- 
ceived this Sacrament, Atts 2. 46. And they 
contmued daily with one Accord in the Temple, 
and in breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe : 
And St.Pau/ ſuppoſes that their Meerings to- 
=_ was on purpoſe, and with expreſs 
Deſign to Celebrate this Feaſt, 1 Cor.:10.20,- 
Whew je come together therefore into one place, 

. L 3 this 


- 
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this is not to eat the Lord"s-Supper ; which in- 
timates, That one main Deſign of their co. 
ming together, was and ought to have been 
to eat the Lord's Supper ; tho by their mishe 
baviour they ſo corrupted the Ordinance;Þ' 
that it could not be cailed Hw Supper. 

If one ſhould now reprove Chriſtians, 
whom they obſerveto miſ-behavethemſelve; 
in Church, in theſe Words : When you come te 
gether into one place,That us not to bear the War 
of God Preached to you Tab « Talking, anlſ 
another xs Sleeping : Wou d not every Body 
conclude, Thatin the Opinion of the Repre 
wer, the Hearing f the Word of God Preachel 
ought to be one End of their coming toge 
ther ? And then ſurely the Apoſtles Ling 
that when you come together into one place, thu 
5s not to eat the Lord's Supper, &C. gives 
ground to conclude, that in his Opinion, 
Eating the Lord's Supper ought to be one cor 
ftant End of our coming together. Whid 
is further manifeſt fromthe Advice he givs 
them, Verſ.33. Wherefore, my Brethren, whe 
ye come together to eat, tarry one for anotht 
Oneend therefore of their coming together 
was, as Children come together in a Fam 
ly at Meal-time, that is, to be fed at char 

ather's Table : For what the Apoſtle calleq + 
in the former Verſe, coming together.inq 
one place ; in this Verſe hecalls,coming toge 
ther zo eat; intimating, that a main enc 
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their coming together into one place, was to 
eat. | 

2. When the Meeting of Chriſtians came 


to be fixed to the . Firth day of theiWeek, or 
the Lord's-Day, the Breaking of Bread, was 


| tkewiſe brought to the ſame Day : So A&s 


20.”, And vpon the firft Day of the Week, when 
the Diſciples came together 10 break Bread, Paul 
preached unto them., From which words we 


, may conclude ewo things : Firſt, That the 
- Firſt Day of the Week was the Diſciples 
* time of Publick Worſhip. Secondly, That 


the Breaking of Bread, or celebrating the 
Holy Exchari#t,- was apart of that Worſhip. 
The Scripture is as plain for the one as the 0- 
ther. There have been ſome Diſpures rai- 
ſed about Changing the Day of Worſhipfrom 
the Laſt to the Firlt Day of the Week, and 
this place is uſually produced to juſtifie the 
Change ; and ſurethe ſame place is as clear 
for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper on 
thatDay, as for the Obſervation of the Day jr 
ſelf, inſtead of the Sabbath. And thgrefors 
whoever wilfully paſltgthe Lord's-dey with- 
our it, doch not obſerve it as the Scriptures 
from the Practice of the Diſciples, girect us 


4. I have endeavouredall along to confine 


' my ſelf ro the plain words of Scripture, . and 
J to uſe ſuch = prong only, as themeaneft 


Perſons might be able tojudge of fromcheir 
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ture concerning the -meaning of a Com- 
mand of Chriſt,relating to ſome poſitive Du- 
ty;I take the'conſtant-pratice.of the Church 
from the Apoſtles downward, to be a good 
means of determining the ſenſe of it: and as 
there is not any Exampleofa ſtared Afſem- 
bly for Worſhip in the New Teftamen with- 


out the Lord's Supper, ſo I rhinkthere is noe 


any Example of that Naturein all Antiquity. 
For the truth of which,l appeal to thoſethar 
are skill'd in it. The nearer we come to tha 
Apoſtles, we ſhall ſtill ind the Lord'sSupper 
the more punctually obſerved, asa conſtant 
part of the Ordinary Serviceof the Church: 
And *tis remarkable, that when firſt fome 
who had been preſent at the Prayers and 
Preaching of the Church began togo away 
from the Publick Aſſemblies without Receiving 
(which was a corruption that came in about 
200 Years after Chriſt) it was looked on as 
ſo great an Innovation and breach of the 
Seriptere-Ryle that the Church decreed who- 
foever was guilty of t ſhould be Excommu- 

! So, particularly the ninth of thoſe 
commenly called the Canons of the ApoHtler, 
and theſecond Canon of tbe Council of Antioch, 
"Thus the Practice of the Church continued 
for many Ages. And tho' the generality of 
Men could not be / nmony conſtantly -tq 
partake of the Lord"s-Supper, after the Dif- 


oo et 6 4t*:. 4a £aA©@ct a®. co oa ab co A. ot at oe >. ai. Cz ca —=_=_GH3R. 


Seft. x. Flow Warranted by Scripture. 151 


cipline of the Church was diſfolved,and the 
Piety of Men beganto cool, yer ſtill ic was 
Celebrated on- the Lord';-Day, according tg 
the firſt ſertled Praice of the Church. 
- 5. And indced the corrupt practice of the 
folitary Maſſes of the Papits is a further evi- 
dence of its being counted Originally apartof 
the ordinary Worſhip of God,! think it is con» 
ſeſſed by all,even by the Papis themſelves, 
that thoſe Maſſes had their Original from 
the univerſal corruption and negligence of 
Chriſtians ; for whitſt the People had either 
Piery or Zeal, they communicated with 
the Biſhop, or Miniſters, in every Aſſembly, 
at leaſt a competent number of them : But 
when Piety and Devotion were in a manner 
loſt in the corrupt Ages of the Church, it 
came to pals, chat tho'the Miniſter Conſe- 
crated the Elements ever Lord"s-day, accor- 
ding to the Example of the Holy Scriptures, 
and Antiquity, yet he could prevail with few 
or none to receive with him, but wasoften + 
forced to receive alone. This was a great 
Corruption and a falling from the Scripture- 
precedent ; but the Roman Church inſtead of 
Reforming the Abuſe,by obliging the People 
to receive as formerly, corrupted her Prin- 
Ciples, as well-as Practice and decicut it 
lawful and ſutficient for the /'ric5/ ro receive 
alone. Yet this abuſe ſhews us whar ſhould 
be, and what has been the Pradice; and as 
the 
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the Churchhas conſtantly reckoned the Lord 
Supper, as an ordinary part of Publick War. 
ſhipin Chriftian Aſſemblies on folemn Days ; 
and ſurethen to lay irafide can be termed no 
leſs than an Invention of our own, ſince we 
can neither 10 Seripture, or in the Church of 
God for 1450 Yearstogether,(whichis a ſuf- 
ficient Commentary on the Scripture Text) 
produce one Example of a ſtated ſolemn 
Chriſtian Aſſembly withour it. 


S E-C 1; IL 
The Pratice of our Church as to Frequent 


Communtions. 


=] Aving thus confider'd the Rules and 

Examples that the Scriptures afford us 
in this point, let us in the ſecond place com- 
pare the Rules and Prattices of Our Church 
with this Pattern. I will not pretend that 
they come fully up toit, this being the moſt 
detective part ofthe Reformation ; but I doubt 
nor, on view, it will appear, that Our Church 
comes nearer the Scripture precedent, than 
perhaps any other. 

*T was the deſigh of the Reformation, to 
throw out the corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, and to bring things back to whatwas 
practiſed in the = eime,and in the purer 
Apes of the Church. And as to the preſent 

Point 
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Point before us, Our Reformer; found two cor- 
ruptions crept in by time : The firſt was, 


. That the Prie#f received the Lord's-Sapper 


alone, without the people,which deſtroyed 


; the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, as a Com- 


munion ; The ſecond was, That the People 
mou they had ſufficiently obſerved the 
Lord"s-day if they ſaw-Maſs, without under- 
ſtanding it, or receiving, Our Church there- 
fore to Reform the firſt of theſe, Ordains, 
That there ſhall be no Communion excepe 4 
(or 3 at the leaſt) Communicate with the 


Prieſt. So where 3 are willingto Receive, 


the Miniſters may proceed to the Holy Com- 
munion every Lord's-day. For our Saviour has 
promiſed, that J/here two or three are met toge- 


ther, be will be in the midſt of them. 


Threetherefore makea Congregation, and 


havea Title to the Ordinances of Chriſt; and 
thereis no reaſon that the Obſtinacy or Neg- 


ligence of others ſhould Rinder fuch as arc 
willing from Worpping God,according to 


-. his Inſtituion ; and therefore our Church 


taken care to provide for them,by Ordering 


that ſome partof the Communion-Service be 
. readevery Lord"-day ; both with deſign to 


pur allthe People in mind of their Duty,and 
to accommodate ſuch as can —_ on 
herein to live up to the Rules of Scripture, 
and the practice of the Primitive Church, 


2, Tis 
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2. *Tis Ordered, That in Cathedral and 
Collegiate Churches and Colleges,where there 
are many Prie;ts and Deacons, they ſhall 


all receive the Communion every Sunday at 
the leaſt. 


3- That every Parifhioner ſhall Communi- 


cate at leaſt three timesin the Year, whereof 
Eaſter to be one ; and ſurely ſuch as cannot 
fit themſelves ſo ofteri, muſt, in their own 
Opinion, be out of the ſtate of Grace, and 
deſerve to be Excommunicated by the 
Church. 

4. Taftly, As ro our Practice we have 
prevailed fo far, that Univerfallythe Lord's 
$ is Celebrated Thrice every Year ; and 
where either our Ferſwaſions, Arguments, 
or Entreaties can prevail with our People, 
we have Monthly Communions ; and in 
Cities and large Towns,by the changing the 
Monthly Days in ſeveral Churches, People 
that are devoutly diſpoſed, have Opportuni- 
ties of Receivin _ And we hgve 
reaſon to bleſs e<hKF our Church wants 
not ſome, and 1 hope I may fay many 
ſuch. 

5- Upon the whole, it muſt be confef- 


ſed, That . to ho!d Solemn Aſſemblies of. 


Chriſtians without Communicating, is a 
corruption of Popery, and came in by diſſo- 
lution of Manners, and flackning of the 
Diſciplineof the Church ; and tho' we have 

not 
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not been able to Root-ourt #hd Reform this 
Popiſh Prafice intirely, yet we have done 
our Endeavour ; and, by God's Blefling, 
may fay, we have made ſome progreſs in 
it ; infomuch, that if we take that for 
Ordinary which has a conſtant fixed time 
for its Obſervation ; the Holy Sacrament 
s an Ordinry par of our publick Service of 


And I verily perſwade my ſelf; That by 
God's. Aſſiſtance we ſhould have brought our 
Fooges before now to the Scriptate-Order of 
conſtant Weekly Communicating, hxd nor 
the 111 Examplgand Obltinacy of rhofe char 
ſeparate from, our Church, Encouraged them 
in their Negligence;.and weakned our Dif- 
cipline: For our Church, orders Non Commnu- 
nicants to be preſented and puniſhed : and 
our Miniſters & not generally flacrerche Peo« 
ple in their Sin, or.drfſemble their Duty in 
this point ; but irquently and earneſtly, by 

Sermons, Admonitions, and Treatiſes purpoſely 
publiſhed to this intent, preſs them to ir; and 
therefore we are blameleſs before God and 
Man. Nor is it our Fault that the practice 
of our People is not Reformed, accordin 

to the Pattern of the Apoſtolick Church, an 

the Rules of owr Own : So that we cannot be 
accuſed of Jaying aſide the Commandments of 
God, or of teaching any Do&rine of our own 
Izvention in this particujar ; tho' we are yet 
r09 


158 . Of the Lord's-Supper, Chap.V., 


too far ſhort of the Primitive Prattice and tn- 
ſtitution. | | 


SECT. II. 


The Pratice of the Diſſenters aboat Fres 
quency of Communicating. 


Ly Come now (according to my former 
.& Method) to Ju, my Frnends, wha 
Diſſent from us, and intreat ou to Examine, 
with Me, your Principles and Practice, by 
theſe Scripture Rules and Examples : And 
here firſt I muſt gbſerve to you, That you 
have no fixt or ſet Times forthe Adminiſtra- 
- tion of this Sacrament ;5 on the contrary, 
your DireFory orders, That the times bow often 
this ts tabe Celebrated may be conſidered and de- 
termined by the Monithes; and other Church-Go- 
wernaurs of each Congregation, as they ſhall find 

. woſt convenient for the Comfort and Edification 

tbe People committed #0 their charge : By whi 
Rule, the Lord"s-Supper is Excluded from be- 
ing any ordinary conſtant part of God's Ser- 
vice, it being referred to the Diſcretion of 
the Miniſters and Elders of each Congregation 
to determine, as in other occaſional things, 
how often the People ſhall have the comfort 
of it. Ir had been asreaſonableto reterr it 
to their Diſcretion how often.che People 
ſhou'd have the comfort of Hearing the 
Scriptures 
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Scriptures read, of joyning in the Praifes of 
God, or in Prayers to Him ; which yet they 
determine they are obliged to every, Lord's-day. 
Had they made the fame Rule for the Holy 
umunion, they had, indeed, conformed 
to the Scripture-Precedent, and might have 
cetended -to-fome Reformation : - But ; to 
eave.the Celebrayon of this Feaſt altoge- 
ther Diſcretionary, I have ſhewed to 
direaly againſt, what we find praftiſed. in 
Leripture. - -' | 
o Whereas it is a Corruption of 4 « \ 
to ſuffer the People to bepreſenc, at the:Pub 
_ Alembieslor,V ge ip po CANrocg 
the Lord's-Suppgr,without being obliged t 
Receive; your To t &, inſteadf endeas 
yauring to Reform this 4byſeand Irnovaricn, 
have fallen ingo another Prachfſe as unpreces 
deed igScoriprure, the Excluding this Sa- 
framentangre'y from your Ordinary ſolemn 
Mettings..: And truly, in. this Point, you 
moreinexcuſable than the Papyftsthems 
ves; for the Papi/ts order the Elements to 
Conſecrated every Lud -Day, and dis 
{tributed to - thoſe that deſire it : Bur your 
Teachers neither Offer it to the Pecple, nor in- 
vite them. to it; nay, fo far are they from it, 
that they do not ſo much as afford an Oppor- 
twnityto thoſe that deſire to be conſtant Re. 
ceivers : Which is plainly to multiply the 
Abuſes introduced by Popery, inſtead of Re- 


forming them, UII. They 


166 Of the Lords-Supper, Chip. V: 

NM. They rarely prefstheir People to Con 
municate : They have few Sermons or Diſcoms 
fes to thar purpoſe ; and many of them con- 
demn our Zeal, for endeavouring' to reſtore 
the con#tant Communion precedented in Scrip- 


I muſt farther make youſenſible, that you 
Pradtiſe is yet wotfe thart ' your Principles, 
Your _— owns, that vor — 
_ e Lord, w frequenthy to be Ce 
ted, hn Br it fares with this, as with all 
other indefinite Rules ; they ſignific only, 
that People may do whar they pleaſe in t 
_ No body can ceytaivly tell _ fre. 

, many, , or corvenient, ſignitic 
rare Mor [ib only theſe Words 
gre uſed in a Rule, it is lirtte betrer , char 
to have no Rule at all, as appears in this 
very Cafe : for, when People were relied 
from the particular and certain Rules of 
our Church, by the firſt breaking off of 
thoſe of your Perſwafion from us, the Lord's 
Supper was © laid atide wholly, for ſeve 
Years, by ſome Congreg4rions ; and at la 
too many came to look on it as a Matter of 
no conſtant Neceflity. I appeal to Towu,whe- 
ther it is not yer reckoned a: great thing 
among many of you, if once in a Year or 
ewo a Communion be celebrated in one of 
your Meetings : nay, among fome of you, 
i 15 often omitted for ſeveral Years toge- 
ther 
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Se.3. Flow praftiſed by Diſſenters. 164 
cher; ome my apt ten or mote 
I fear I ay, Your People generally have 
too little Senje the Obligation of Recelvingic 
at all ; and your Miniſters indulge them fo far 
in this Corruption, that a Man may live com- 
fortably amongſt you, and with the Reputationof 
8 Profeſſor, to Thirty or Forty Years of Ape, 
and never Receive at all: And by the beſt 
iry I cou'd make, I cou'd not compre 
That Oye in Ten that go to your Meetings ever 
Receive; through the whole courſe of their Liwes, 
notwithſtanding Chris poſitive Command 
to do #t in remembrance of Him, So unhappily 
are Men over-ſeen in laying afide the Com- 
mands of God, for their Own Inventions. 1 
ſhould be glad to find that I were miſtaken * 
in this Computation: In the mean time, you 
muſt giveme leave totell youplainly, That 
this Practiſe of Rare or No Communion, is /o 
prcialiarly your own, that I think you are alto= 
gether ſingular in it; and are fo far from ha- 
ving any Precedent for it in Scripture, that 
I doubt whether any Precedent can be found 
for you, even amongſt the moſt degenerated 
or Barbarous People t at ever called themſelves 
Chriftians, | 


And «therefore, if you have either any 
true Regard for Scripture, or Reverence for 
the Conſtant and Univer/al Prattice of the 
Churgh of God. Nuought to reflec upon your 

M Practice 
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Practice herein; and conſider how You can 
anſwer it to God, or your Conſciences, 
' 1] will not examine the Reaſons, common- 
ly given for your Omiſlions in this weighty 
air, ſince it is manifeſt no Reaſon of Mans 


Invention ought to be admitted for dire, Þ. 


Diſobedience to Chriſt's Command. It you are 
Chriftians in earneſt, you ought, as often as 
you have Opportunity, to remember the great 
Love of our Lord and Maſter, as he has Com- 
manded ; And your Miniſters ought to take 
care to afford you frequently ſuch Opportuni. 
ties, If you or they negled this, I do not ſee 
how you can with Reaſon inſiſt ſo much on 
the Purity and Obſervation of Chriſt's Inſtitu- 
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CONCLUSION. 


Do gone through the Five Principal 
Parts of the Publick Worſhip of God ; and 
(I hope) in all of theni have made good 
what I firſt undertook ; and ſhewed, that 
there needs ne&-more to juſtifie the Publick 
Service of our Church, than to compare it 
with the Rules and Examples of Scripture. I 
have only a few Words to add, by way of 
Concluſion, firſt to my Brethren of the Clergy, 
ind then to the Laity who are under my 
Charge. 


To the Confyming CLERGY 
of DERRY. 


t: A ND Firſt, as to you My Brethren, 

that areof Our Communion and own 
My Authority, let me, as a Brother, and 4 
Fellow-Labourer, Exhort youto be Thank- 
ful to God,that has entruſted you with ſuch 
an excellent Miniſtry and Service; which 
being buile on ſo ſure a Foundation as the 
Word of God, can never bs ſhaken, or put 
; "' Mi 2 you 


164 Conclukon, 
you to ahy great Difficulty to defend it, 


ſince you need no more than the NS | 


Words of your Bibles, without Gloſs, or 
Commentators, to ailert and juſtifie it. 


2. Ietmerecommend to yon Reverence, 
Devotion, and Diligence, in the uſe of this 
Service. I have al:eady obſerved, That there 
is 2 Language of Geſture: rather more ſigni> 
ficant and affeting than that of Words. It 
becomes us therefore, not only to Love and 
Uſe our S:rwice, but likewiſe to recommend 
it to the People, by a diſtin&t and affeRio- 
nate manner of Pronouncing and Reading 
ic, and by a devout and grave Behaviour at 
it. This can never bepreſled too much on 

01, or on others by you; ſince "tis ab- 
olutely neceſſary to give Life and Efficacy to 
it ; as the contrary will expoſe the beſt and 
moſt ſacred thing to contempt, and bring a 
greater Diſparagement on our Service, e A. 
all Our Adverſaries Endeavours can ever do. 


Though Our Service be Appointed by God, I. 


and Warranted by Scripture ; yet even God's 
Appointments are Abomination to him, when 
ſeparated from the heart, and are only ac- 
ceptable to him, as they contribute to In- 
ward Devotion. Let me therefore intreat 
you to labour fo to perform the Serwice of Our 
_ Church, thatit may attain the End for which 
God has defign'd fs Wrſhip. 
3, SINCB 
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- 3. Since the Service of our Church is ſuch 
| as God has required in his Ford, let nothing 
diſcourage us in the Uſe of it: Let us re- 
member that we perform it in Obedienceto 
God; And though ſome Hate, ſome Re- 
vile, and ſome Deſpiſc it, yet that the Au- 
thour of it is able to Vindicate it. This is 
no New Thing, *Tis the Entertainment the 
World hath generally given God's Serwvice,and 
his Truths: And therefore neither Obſti- 
nacy, | Perverſenefs, or negligence of the 
People,whom you are to Perſwade,qught to 
Diſcourage you. Be Diligent, be Conſtant, 
be Reſolute, and. be aſſured, that God will 
always give you Succeſs, ſo far as is necel- 
fary to ſupport his Truth. All Means are 
refore to be attempeed ; and when ons 
taileth, another is to be applied : And the 
more averſe People ſeem to the Way of 
Warſhip preſeribed by God, and the more 
eager they are for any Corruption, themore 
Induſtry is to be uſed to bring them off 
- from it; and when all other Means fail 
earneſt Prayers and Interceſſions with God ſtill 
remaia: We are never to Deſpair, whil'ſt 
we have God's Truth on our Jie cough 
whole Provinces ſhould fall from t e 
Church ; As al they in Aſia did from Saint 
Paul; 2 Tim. 1.15. Though _ Or none 
wid believe our Report, as ut happened to 
i MM 3 * Our 
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Our Saviour Himſelf ; yet God will have a 
Reward for the Faithful Endeavours of hi 
Miniſters : And therefore we muſt not de- 
ſiſt, though People ſeem Obſtinate ; but i 
ſeaſon, and out of Seaſon, by Exhortation and 
Writing, by all Means of Importunity and 
Induſtry, wemuſt preſs them to their Duty, 
and endeavour to bring them back to the 
Purity of Ged's Worſhip, as he has Inſticuted 
wn. R 


4. Let me put you in mind, That the 
Motives you have-to do your Duty, are 


the moſt Noble and Generous that can be; 


And you havethis Advantage, that you can- 
not be ſuppoſed to be zealous in your Of- 
fice, out of any private Intereſt, or proſpe& 
of particular Profit. Your Maintenance and 
Preferments are aſcertained to you by Law; 
and do not depend on the Voluntary Coh- 
tribution of the People. And as yau are 
under no Temptation to pleaſe them, by 
complying with their Vices or Humours; 
ſo neither can you be ſuſpeted to be Dili- 
gent and Induſtrious in your Office, out of 
any ſuch.mean Conſiderations. Since there- 
fore what Pains you take, may well be ſup- 
poſed to proceed only from Senſe of Duty, 
and the Love of God, let me intreat you 
to labour in it. Ir is certain, That neirher 
Popularity, FaRtion, nor Worldly Intereſt, 
Can 


. 
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can influence you 'to this, ſo as they may: 
ſome, that have no, other-way co main eo 
Honour, eg Support, butby makinj os; 

ipg 2 party. . 1d, that trge | 
and Zeal for Souls, ſhould work lefs effeitu-: 
ally upon you, than thoſe carnal and ſervile 
Motives do on others, | _m 


. Let merherefore earneſtly encourageand 
intreat you to do it more and more; ahd 
that you will endeavour-to become all things. 
to all Men; and'decling nane of thoſe Ares 
which are allowable, when applied, to gain- 
the People to Truth and Holineſs ; but very 
Wicked, when employed to-divide and {c- 
duce them.. , 


5. Let me put you in mind, That you: 
are Mymiſfters of the* Goſpel, and not of a 
Party; -» And therefore ' it. concerns- you 
to mind the :common Intereſt of; Hohinefs 
and - Religion, more- than thoſe Differences 
that- are often of lictle Concern in them 
ſeives, and are inſifted-of; only as che Oc- 
caſians and Badees of thoſe -People, wha be- 
ing reſolyed-to leparate ghemfelves, are ob- 
Sged to. rake: up title, Differences for a Di- 
ſtin&tion.;;, The leſs, you medgle with theſe 
Diſputes, it is commonly the berter: And 
indeed it is not prudent to mention them, 
till Mens Minds be firzed and preparcd by a 
Fea M 4 crue 
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tre Senſe of the great "Duties of Religion: 


And then the beſt-way, ;- will be, 
to ſhawcof whar litcle - t they. are, to 
cauſe orjuſtifie Diviſionsor amongſt 


T am well aware that it may be objeRted 
to us, That whilſt we preſs the great Duties 
of the Firſt and Second Table, and ſpend our 
Pains and Diligence in Defending our Com- 
mon Chriftianity ' againſt Papiſds, Sooinians, 
Deifts and Atheifty, thoſe clas are-our Ad- 
a-v/arics in theſe leffer Points, have made their 
Adraritage of Our being employed againſt 
the 'Common Enemy,- to undermine us with 
the People; nay, that ſome of them have 
been joined with thoſe Enemies to pull down 
Our Conſtitution.” Bur yer 1 oerfivide my 
ſelf,” chat we are in Tefs hazard from-them, * 
whilſt wedoour Dury,'and\apply odr ſelves 
tO rhe | great and/common Obligations of 
Oxr . Holy R#ligidh,' then if we ſhould leave 
*»5# expoſed tothe Aſſaults of Owr common 
Exemies, to 'puard' our ſelves from the At- 
wempes of (ch buck Friends, We muſt there- 
fore have an Eye to-them'; but the other 
the Great-and Conmory Tritbs and” Duties of 
the Goſpel, mult be oft! main Baſinebs. 
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To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. x69 


I might add many more Remarks p 
to my preſent Subjet, but I know your 
own Prudence andObſervationare{utfcientto- 
ſuggeſt them to you; I ſhall only add my 
Prayer:for you, that God will encreaſe your 
Wiſdom and Zeal, and effectually turn tham 
to his own Glory. 


To the Diſſenting Minifters of Derry. 


B Ut as to Tow, My Brethren, That difown 
my Communion and Authority, T have 
reaſon to fear that what I'ſhall offer co you, 
may receive ſome prejudices from  - Stati- 
on'and Charater, with which you ſeem of-. 
fended': Zet reaſon is reaſon from whomſoe- 
ver it proceeds; and I only defire that you 
would weigh ſeriouſly what I have here of- 
fered, in defence of the Serwice of owr Chierch ;- 
andifthe 4 rguments do not convince Yow,yet 
let me pray ou to refle&t thus far on the mar- 
ter, as toremember, that all Mens mindsare 
not of the ſame make; and that it becomes 
You, and all good Men, at leaſt to treat Owr 
Service with reſpect ; ſince we believe, and 
think\ we have proved, "That it is clearly, 

founded 
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founded on the Word of God. Tt will not ex- 
cuſe {currilous or unſeemely Reflections on 
it, to ſay that we are miſtaken: For all 
Menare fallible, and you may as well be mi- 
ſtaken as you ſuppoſe # are; And therefore 
leſt Tus ſhould be in the wrong, it will be 
the ſafeſt way to be modeſt in cenſuring. 


No Man ought to take it 1]! that another 
propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opinion; but to 
ſeeff ar, or revile any prattice, or opinian that 
another believes to be founded on the Word 
of God, is not only Ill Manners, but is of 
dangerous Conſequence; being apt to breed 
Bitterneſs, and Animeſities berween the Par- 
ties: Andifit ſhould happen in a Caſe where 
the Pradtice, or Opinion 15 really Warranted by 
the Word of God, 'it would be a Blaſphemy 
and Impicty. And therefore in all Matters 
of Religion we ought to avoid this manner 
of Treatment; and whatever Book-uſes it, 
we necd trouble our ſelves no farther with 
it, for it certainly is wiitten only toſerve a 
Party, and not 7ryt.- 


There ts another. thing that in Juice I 
cthiokI-may requelt of 7s, which-is, That 
in Tear Worſhip and Prattice, Tu will nat make 
the Difference between us ſeem greatgr-#han 
reaiy- is. To abſtain from a thing.con- 
felled to be lawful in the Serviceef G | gwerr- 
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To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry.1y « 
ly becauſe obſerved by us, furely very far 
Gon a Spirit of Meekneſs and. Moderation: 
And therefore I may hope that'you will not 
Indulge Your People inſuch aftected diltances, 
that can ſerve to no other purpole, bur to 
make Parries irreconcileable ; and muſt pro- 
ceed from a greater birrerneſs of Spirit than' a 
_ Man can be guilty of towards any Chii- 
ian. | 


And that Tu may underſtand my Mind 
the betrer in this Matter, I will give «a 
few Inftances that I hope will be inoffen- 
ſive; and in which we may juſtly expect 
Your Compliance, 


1, The' firſt is in the uſe of the Lord's 
Prayer which is owned in Tur larger Cates 
chiſm, to'be Net only for Dirtfion, as @ Pat- 
tern according to uſhich we are ro make other 
Proyers, but may bt alſo uſed at a Prayer. And 
in Your Dire#ery 'tis recommended to be uſed 
in the Prayers of the Church. Yer I am infor- 
med that Tow, my Brethren, of this Dioceſs; 
who ſeparate from Our Communion, do uni- 
verſally negle& it, and thereby confirm Your 
_ Hearersinan Opinion,toocommon amonglt 
. them, that all 'Forms of Prayer are unlawtul. 
And that for no other Reafon, than I can 
learn, but to keep up a Ditference from us 
in Practice, where we really agree in Poine 
ef Deftiine. 2, Youp 
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2. Your fitting at Publick Prayers, may be 
a ſecond Inſtance, in which wemay reaſon- 
ably expe& ſome Reformation. "Tis a very 
irreverent thing in it ſelf, againſt the Com- 
mand and Examples of Scriptures, as I think I 
have ſufficiently ſhewed, and againſt the 
Opinion of Tour beſt. Caſuiſts, particularly of 
Dr. Ames, de Conſcientia, Lib. 4. Cap 1% 
Seſſio per ſe non eſt geſtus Orandi, qui nullam 
mit reverentian neque m Scripturis appro- 
hatur. That is, Sitting « not f it ſelf a po: 
ſture of Prayer, becauſe it expreſſes no Reve- 
rence, neither as it approved in Scripture. Yet 
I underſtand that this is the general Poſture 
in which your People offer their Publick Pray- 
ers;-and either becauſe ir is for their Ealſc, 
or becauſe you are unwilling to ſeem to la 
any ſtrefso0n'ourward Performances; or laſt- 
ly, left you ſhou'd be like us; you indulge 
them in it; and fome of them are ſo igno- 
rant, that they reckon it a piece of Supexſti- 
tion in us to kneel at our Prayers; and arc 
averſe to oyr Service, amongſt other Rea- 
ſons, becauſe this is required at it.. Which 
Notions, I fuppole, you vour ſelves do not 
gpprove; and therefore we may. juſtly ex- 
pet that you ſhou'd endeavour to imform 
your People better, and bring them to a Com- 
pliance with the Rules of Decency in their 
Keligious Performances. : 
| 2. My 
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2. My Third Inſtanee ſhall be in the Mar- 
ter of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Smpper. 
I ſuppoſe no ſerious conſidering Perſons a- 
mongſt yu can deny but the celebrating ir 
ſo ſeldom as it is done in yowr Meetings, and 
the Peoples, backwardnels in Receiving it, 
are very great Faults ; andtherefore we may 
reaſonably expe that you ſhould preſs home 
- to your People the Danger of their Negle, 

and repreſent to them truly the ſin of it,fo 
- as not to ſuffer any to aſſume the Name of 
a Profeſſor, or a Religious Perſon, that doth not 
in ſome meaſure come up to the Scriptures 
Precedent in this particular ; and withal, fo 
ordered the celebration thereof, that every 
one may have ſufficient Opportunities to Re- 
ceive, as the firſt Chriſtians did ; which in 
your preſent way of managing, is impoflible: 
From whence yow may be ſure, yours is not 
the Scripture-way, andtherefore needs Refor- 
mation. 


4. Let me put you in mind, That it is'or- 
dered by your Direfory (as I have already 
obſerved) that ordinarily one — each 
Teſtament be read at every Meeting, and ſome- 
times more. I think you cannot dibenſe with 
this Rule, without being liable to Juſt Cen- 
ſure, from all that have a true value for the 
Word of God: And yer I am informed - 

ere 
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174 ' Concluſion, 

there is not one of your Meetings in this Disz 
c:{5, where it obſerved, to the great Detri- 
ment of our common Chriftianity, and offence 
of y-yr Brethren. I know the People are 
fonder of Sermons and Lectures of Humane 
Compoſure, than of the pure Word of God 
ir its Naked Simplicity ; but you know this 
to be a carnal and ſinful Humour in them ; 
and Godforbid any that claims to be a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel ſhou'd indulge them in 


it; and therefore as you wou'd- maintain a *' 


due Reverence in the People for the Word of 
Ged, I think we may expett your Confor- 
mity to us in this particular, 


5. I ſuppoſe you very well know that the 
moſt learnedandſober Non-conformiſt,doown 
that Orcaſioma!l Communion with our Church 
is lawful, and that People had better come to 
our Worſhip (atleaſt where he that Officiates 
is of Ability and Sobriety) than ſitat home on 
the Lord's-Day, or frequent no Aſſemblies at 
all ; And you cannot be ignorant that many 
Thouſands in theſe Parts neglect all Publick 
Wwrſoip, and many ſuffer their Children to 
die Udepctzed, for want of Miniſters of 
their own Communion ; and therefore in this 
Caſe, it is a Point of Juſtice due to the Souls 
of theſe Poor People, and to our common 
Chriſtianicy, tolert them know that igis their 
Duty to joyn with us both in Meorſhip and Sa- 


craments, | 
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To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 175 
'* craments, as far as your Brethren in England 
| have Allowed it on ſuch Occaſions. 


6. You are ſenſible that amongſt thoſe 
Proteſtants that difſent from our Church, 
ſome are Congregational, and other Presbyte- 
rians; You this Dicceſs where I am con- 
cerned, profeſs to be of this latter Sort, and 
agree with us in owning, that by Chriſt's 
Appointment, the particular Churches in 
convenient Diſtricts,ought accordingro Scri- 
pture-Precedents,to Aſſociate under one Go- 
vernment; and theſe again to Unite them- 
ſelves into greater Combinations of Provin- 
cial and National Churches. The Difterence 
berween Zu and Usis concerning theſe par- 
ticular Diſtrits ; Namely, Whether the Go- 
vernment of them ought to be in a Presbytery, 
with a Biſhop as Preſident and Governor, by 
Chriſt's Appointment; or in a Cellege of Pres- 
byters abſolutely Equal. So then, we both own 
National and Provincial 'Churches, as well as 
ſingle Worſbipping Congregations; but the Con- 
gregational Diſſenters deny that Chriſt inſtiru- 
red any other Church, beſides a ſingle Con- 
gregation ; and affirm, thatall other Church- 
es, ſuch as Claſſical, Provincial, or Naticnal, 
are Humane Inventions ; and that every ſingle 
Congregation is Independent, and may indeed 
keep a fair Correſpondence with ics' Neigh- 
bour-Congregations,but is not under any com- 
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mon Government with them. Theſe laſt 
are the avowed Principles of Mr. Baxter, 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Lobb, Mr. Humphrys, Mr. Boyſe, 
Mr. Alſop, Mr. Clerkſon, and generally of all 
the late ders of the Diſſenters Cauſe in 
England and Ireland, that I have met with. 
Now it is manifeſt that theſe Principles of 
theirs, are much more different from your 
Principles, than ours are; And the diffe- 
rence 15 much greater, and more material. 
For it is poſſible on your Principles and ours 
to preſerve Unity, and to keep up ſome va- 
lue for Excommunication, and other Cen- 
ſures of the Church; fince he who is cenſu- 
red in one Church cannot be received into 
another, neither with you nor us: Whereas 
in the Congregational way, he that is Excom- 
muni in one Congregation, may remove 
to another, or ſet up one for himſelf if he 
leaſes; at the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it wou'd 
C counted but an Irregularity. Theſe Prin- 
ciples are deſtructive to the Peace and Uni- 
ty ofthe Church, as well as to our common 
Cauſe ; And our Learned Men have carefully 
Anſwered all the principal Writers of that 
ſort ; ſo that no Books of that kind have re- 
mained Unanſwered, but ſuch only as were 
meer Repetitions of what had been ſaid and 
anſwered before. I do not remember any 


of you have of late undertaken the Defence. 
of this important Truth ; tho? the dſenby, 
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of Divines in their Humble Advice —- ——- 
concerning Church-Government (which I fu 
poſe you approve) do. prove it from the | 

oly Scriptures in their Title of Claſſical 4ſ- 
ſemblies. Now we think, in Juſtice to your 
Own Cauſe, as well as to Us, you ought to 
warn your People againſt thole Books that 
maintain Principles contrary to us both ; at 
leaſt not ro bear them in hand, that thoſe 
Books wricten againſt Us, make for Tou; for 
this will appear a great piece of Inſincerity, 
as well as Ingratitude; and will ternpe the 
World to believe that you are willing to en- 
courage Principles deſtructive to your own 
Cauſe, (as the Principles of thoſe Books ma- 
nifeſtly are in this very Point) ſo they do 
but ſerve a Turn and ſtrengthen your Party 
amongſt the ignorant People. 


6. Laſtly, I think we may juſtly expet 
from you 4 read BR —— wich us to 
beat down ſuch Vices and Immortalities as 
are confeſſed on all hands to be againſt our 
common Chriſtianity ; ſuch as Adwltery, For- 
nication, Blaſphemy, Profanation of the Lord's= 
Day, &c. And ſince the Biſhops Courts are Le- 
gally impowered to puniſh theſe, and many 
are guiley of them who yet will not appear 
or ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, and 
_ | upon that AccountareExcommunicated:the 
- | leaſt that can be A from you in thes 

& 
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Ciſes, is, Not to encourage ſuch Sinners in 
their Obſtinacy, or to admit them to Com- 
munion amongſt 7, whilſt they lie under 
fuch Cenſares ; which might be a means to 
Reform, in fome meaſure, theſe Crying 
Vices. 


Theſe. are but few of thoſe things that 
might be inftanc'd; in which we may con- 
curr m our Prafice as well we do in our 
Opinions; and if we did, I perſwade my elf, 
that tho' they did not bring us to one Reli- 
gions Communion, yet they might much con- 
cribute toour livingeaſily with one another, 
and take off that Uncharitablenefs which 
otit' Religions Diſſentions are apt to cauſe a- 
mongft us: However, it wou'd be a great 
Satisfaction to Me, and I ſhould reckon it 
ſome kind of Succeſs in my Office, If I 
cou'd prevail with any ſort of People, that 
profeſs to meet in the Name of Chrif, to 
come nearer to his Infitutions in their Wor- 
f*ip ; tho? I ſhould not be able to perſwade 
them to the Communion - whereof 1 am a 
Member. 


To 


(179). 


To the Conforming LAITT of the Dioceſs 
of DERRY. 


S to. You, my Friends and Brethren of 
the Laity, who profeſs your ſelves 
Members of the Effabliſhed Church, It hath 
pleaſed God roplace Me among /t you, and to 
ive mean Inſpe&tion over you; and 'tis chief- 
i on your Account, that I have writen and 
© rw this Treatiſe, that it may be a 
ledge and Teſtimony to you of my,cons 
cern for you, and make my care to reach 
as far as may be amongſt you: I hope my 
Labours this way may be Uſcful to you, to 
ſettle the Minds of the Doubtful, and to a- 
waken youll to Diligence and Zeal in the 
performance of the Service of God. 

The great nmr gr of your Religion ; as 
you are Members of the Efabliſhed Church 
are Uncontroverted on all hands; and I 
have here endeavoured to ſhew that your 
pine Way of Worſbip is warranted by the 

oly Scriptures: You have reaſon to bleſs 
God, that He has afforded you fo many 
Conveniencies of Foquenting it; in _ 
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He has been pleaſed to give you ſo mani- 
feſt Advantage above your Diſſenting Neigh- 
hours, that notwithſtanding their Nume- 
rouſneſs, you have Five Places for Wor- 
ſhip, for One that they hare. This will 
render you inexcuſable, if you negle&t At- 
tehdance at them, or ſpend any Lord"s-Day 
(as ts too common in this Country) in a 
meer Reſt from Labour, without any Pub- 
lick Worſhip. 


I muſt likewiſe put you in mind that our 
Service is not only fitted for the Publick, but 
is likewiſe proper for private Families; and 
therefore I would adviſe you to make uſe of 
the Words with which Our Church has fur- 
niſhed you, in your Houſes, as well as in the 
Church. Ar ſeaſt to uſe ſuch ſelect Hymms 
and Colle: as ſeems moſt adapted to that 
purpoſe. And at more ſolemn times I con- 
ceive our Litany is as full and yu a Ser- 
vice as any Maſter of a Family can deſire 
to offer to Ged. 


I muſt thereſore more earneſtly and paſli- 
onately exhort you, by the Name of Our 
Lord Feſ#s Chrift, for his Church's ſake, and 
your own, that you will add Diligence and 
Zeal to this your reaſonable Service, and 

re your Hearts to ſeek the Lord your God 
in fiis Holy Worſhip. And particularly that 


you 
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you wou'd endeavour to convince the World, 
chat it is not Faion, or a Party you contend 
for, but the Fruits of Righteouſ1 neſs ; and there- 
upon ftrive rather toowt-live thoſe that differ 
from You, than to owt-argue them. Tet the 
innocency of your Lives, and your Chriſtian 
Moderation convince them of the unreaſo- 
nableneſs of their ſeparation. 


I beſeech the God and Father of Our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt to multiply his Grace and Peace 
upon You ; and to influence Now by his Holy 
Spirit,that Tow may be perfe@ in every good 
Work ; and particularly in that of Worſhipping 
him in Purity and Holineſs, 


N 3 To | 
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To the Difſenting L 4 1T T of the Djacefi 
fDERRY. 


AS to ou, My Friends, that diſſent from 

Our Communion, it remains only, that 
i] beſeech- Neu -in the Spirit of Meelneſs, ;(as 
one; that. is appointed: by the Providenge of 
Gee, andthe Careofa Chriſtian Magiltracy, 
to watch over Jour Sculs) That You will 
ſicriouſly coniider, and lay to heart what 
T have here tender d to Nov. I cannot pre- 
vail with you to come and receive Iſtru#i- 
on from my Mouth,and therefore I havetaken 
this way to inform 7%. I will only add a 
few Obſervations, which I recommend to 
Tow, and ſhall leave the Succeſs intirely tq 
God. 


7. Therefore F:-may obſerve, thatin this 
Treatiſe I have not led7uwinto long Reaſonings 
or the Intricacies of Humane Learning ; but I 
have referred Tow to your Bibles, and youneed 
go no further than tothem to beſatisfied whe- 
ther the thingsI have {gid be as I have repre- 
ſented them or not- Fhoſe of Bereaare rec- 
koneda Noble Peoph:(Adts 17.1 1.)becauſethey 
ſearched the Scriptures,and Ipray moſt hearti- 
Jy to God to give Tow a part in that Nobleneſ 
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of mind, that you may ſearch and find the 
Truth, | 


2. I wou'd deſire Tuto obfervethat it ever 
has been, and inall probability ever will be 
the humour ofthe Morld, to be more fond of 
Their Own Invention than of what God Com- 
mands. If we look thro' the whole Scrip- 
tures we ſhall find, that the Prophersfent by 
God, the Dodrines revealed by him,and the 
Warſhip he Commanded, have had bur ill 
Entertainment amongſtthe People. There 
never appeared half ſo much Zeal or Inclina- 
tion inthe generality of Men, forthe True 
God and his Worſhip,as for the falſe Gods,and 
their Prophets. And there is an obvious natu- 
ral reaſon for it, ſince what Man invents 
muſt needs have a nearer agreement tothe 
Carnal and Corrupt Inclinations of our de- 
praved Nature, than what God preſcribes z 
which is the very Reaſon that induces Men 
to change the Inſtitutions of God, and ſubſti- 
tute theuwr own Inventions inſtead of then. 
A thing that would never come into any 
Man's Mind,if he did not find more'caſe or 
gratification to his Humour in them,than in 
pbſerving God's Commandments. 


If it were proper to referr you to the Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, you would find that 
molt of all the Corruptions inthe Worſhip a 

God. 
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God, were introduced by the Fondneſs and 
violent Inclinations of the People for them; 
and that the Church-Gover nours did long 
oppoſe them, and were brought with diſh- 
culty at laſt to comply with them. Thus 
the Worſhip of Images, he han for the 
Dead, Purgatory, the Interceflion of Saints, 
Halt-Communion, being preſent at Church- 
Aſſemblies without Receiving the Lord's 
Supper, and Worſhipping the Hoff, were all 
vulgar Practices at firft,againſt che Opinion 
of the Governours of ths Church, who ge- 
nerally Oppoſed and Condemned them ; 
. but being Humane Inventions, the Peo- 
ple were fo violent for them, that there 
was no withſtanding them ; ſo that if 
the Governours they had would not com- 
ply, The People did ſet up thoſe that 
would. 


Now let me intreat you to refled a little, 
and conſider with all ſeriouſneſs, whether 
there may not be ſomething like this in 
your own Caſe, eſpecially in the Martter of 

xtemporary Prayers. It is plain, you have 
brought them into Practice, againit the O- 
pinion and Conſtitution of the Church-Go- 
vernours, and of the Firſt Reformers, who 
all did ſettle Lirzrgies in the Churches which 
they Reformed : This Knox did in Sculand, 
whoſe Liturgy we have ready to produce, 
co 
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to the Conviction of choſe who pretend to 
be his Succeſſors, and yer condemn Forms of 
Prayer as Unlawful. This Larber did for 
Germany, and Calvin for Genevs, and for the 
French Church whoſe Lirurgies are ſtill uſed 
by them. Yet I find this weighs not much 
with you, though you ſeem to me to have 
little to oppoſe to it, beſides a ſtrange Fond- 
neſs and Paſſion you have entertained for the 
contrary. And let me tell you, That it is 
no hard matter to give a Reafon why the 
generality of the People are better pleaſed 
with ſuch Extemporary Prayers, than with 
Forts: For can any one wonder that a 
Prayer which Peoplenever heard before, and 
is adapted to the Fancies and Humours of a 
Party, with all the Advantages which Novelty 
gives, ſhould gratifie carnal and itching Ears, 
more than the fix'd and fertl'd Prayers of a 
Church, or that Form ditated by Chriſt 
Himſelf? To joyn in theſe with Devotion, 
requires us duly to prepare our Hearts, to 
ſtrain and lift up our Minds with much Seri- 
ouſneſs and Attention, or we cannot be af- 
fected by them; whereasthere is a Pleaſure, 
and a kind of Senſual Delight, in the No- 
velty of the other Prayers ; and the Tone 
with which they are ſlomerimes delivered, 
makesthe Hearersimaginarily Devout,though 
they come to them withour taking Pains co 
ſtrain their Minds to true D.vorion.: Bur you 

| ought 
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ought to remember that Images and Religiies; 
has pw Saintshad the very ſameE 

on People long ago ; which made them fo 
fond of them, that they brought them into 
their Worſbip, in ſpite of the Biſhops and Pa- 
ſtors of the Church, as you have now 
brought in Extemporary Prayers : But *tis 
rare to find the generality of Men fond of 
what is truly Spiritual: And therefore Peo- 
ples Fondneſs of your peculiar Way of /#or- 
ſhip, is ſo far from being an Argument for 
it, as I fing ſome of you uſe it, that, on the 
contrary, itisa ſhrew'd Preſumption that it 
it isnotfrom God; eſpecially ſince ill People 
are fond of it, as well as good: as is manifeſt 
from many undeniable Inſtances ; which 
could not be fo, if it were truly, -and of it 
ſelf Spirtual. 


2. I would deſire ou to conſider, that 
nothing can generally induce Owr Clergy to 
decline theſe Extemporary Prayers, but theit 
Conſcience and Convittion that they are not 
convenient in the Publick Service of God 
*Tis manifeſt, that Extemporary Prayers, would 
be much more eaſie to moſt of us, and 
leſs burthenſom than the Service we uſe: 
Tow may think otherwiſe, but affure your 
ſelves that you are miſtaken; and I dare 
appeal to thoſe that have cried both whe- 
ther is moſt ealic: There are ſuch both 

amongſt 
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amongſt Tu and Us who have made the Ex- 
periment;z and I dare referr it to them to 
deelare, on their Conſciences, which of the 
two Services they look on to be the, greater 
burthen to him that performs them. What« 
ever You may think, if we woyld Indulge, 
our ſelves, it were'no hard matter for the 
meaneſt of Us, to paſs an Extemperary Prayer 
on our Azditory,or to turn the Heads. of our 
Sermons into one. 


Laſtly. T have one thing which I would 
more-efpecially requeſt of 7, that you 
would believe that I ſincerely and heartily 
defire and ſtudy the good of your Souls ; and 
that I have in this Treatiſe endeavoured to 

romote it, and by Ged's 4ſjifance eyer ſhall 
in all my Undertakings. 

And if You had the fame Apprehenſions 
with Me, Tow would not wonder at my 
Concern in this Matter; for how it is po- 
ſible that any Man that has a Zeal for the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, ſhould not have his 
Spirit moved within him, to ſee a well- 
meaning People ſo ſtrangely miſ-led, as to 
content themſelves to meet together, per- 
haps, for ſome Years, with a deſign to 
Worſbip God, and yet hardly ever ſee or 
hear any thing of God's immediate Appoint- 
ment in their Meetings. Now to my thoughts 
this is manifeſtly the caſe of many of Nu ; 

ſince 
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fince a Man may frequent ſome Meetings 
amongſt ou for ſome Years, and never 
hear a Prayer, a Pſalm, or Chapter, which 
has been immediately dictated by God, and 
neverbe called on to bow his Kneeto God, 
or ſee either Minifer or People addreſs them- 
ſelves to him in that humble Poſture. Laft- 
ly, Never ſec any Body offer to Admini- 

er, -or deſire to Receive the Food of Life 
in the Lord"s-Supper. Theſe are Melancholy 
Reflections to me, who believe that God 
has _—_— theſe in his Worſbip: and there- 
fore I hope Tu will take itin good part, that 
I endeavour to reſtore them to Now. 


Thave only to add my moſt carneſt Pray- 
ers to God for 7 ; Andto beſcech him who- 
is the God of Mercy, and Purchaſer of his 
Church, by a Price Ineſtimable, to vouch- 
ſafe his Blefling to theſe my Endeavours, 
for your Souls Inſtruftion ; That You may reap 
the Benefit, and I the Comfort of them, in 
the great Day of our Lord Feſus Chriff, who 
only is the True Teacher of Souls by his 
Spirit, and is able to Seal the In/fruftions of 
his Miniſters to Twr Hearts, to open the 
Eyes of Jour Underſtandings, and to guide 
You into all Truth. 


FINTS. 


